


SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2024
MINUTES
THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, December 11, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. in the Downstairs Executive Board Room located at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah.  The meeting was broadcast on the City website at https://santaclarautah.gov.  
Mayor:			Rick Rosenberg

Council Members:		Janene Burton 
				Christa Hinton
				Dave Pond
				Jarett Waite
	
City Manager:		Brock Jacobsen

City Recorder:		Chris Shelley 

Others Present:		Jim McNulty, Planning and Economic Development Manager 
				Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director
				Gary Hall, Power Superintendent
				Ryan VonCannon, Parks and Trails Director
				Cody Mitchell, Building Official
				Jaron Studley, Fire Chief
				Lance Haynie, Government Affairs Director
				
Excused:			Ben Shakespeare
			
1. Call to Order.

Mayor Rick Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and welcomed those present.     	

2. Opening Ceremony.

A. Pledge of Allegiance:  Dave Pond

B. Opening Comments:  Mayor Rosenberg

3. General Citizen Public Comment.

There were no public comments.

4. Conflicts and Disclosures.

Mayor Rosenberg disclosed that the firm he is employed by bid on the project in Item C1.

5. Working Agenda.

A. Public Hearings.  (None)

B. Consent Agenda.

i. Approval of Claims and Minutes:
· November 20, 2024, City Council Work Meeting.
· November 20, 2024, City Council Regular Meeting.
· Claims through December 11, 2024.

ii. Calendar of Events:
· December 18, 2024, City Council Work Meeting.
· December 25, 2024, City Council Regular Meeting (Canceled).
· December 25, 2024 Christmas Day (Offices Closed)
· December 26, 2024 (Offices Closed)

Council Member Pond moved to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

C. General Business.

i. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval for the Design of the Tuacahn Wash Culvert Upsize Project.  Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director.

Public Works Director, Dustin Mouritsen presented the Staff Report and reported that the existing Tuacahn Wash culverts under Pioneer Parkway are undersized.  They need to be lengthened and upsized with four 10-by-8-foot culvert boxes.  Three bids were received for the project.  Although the standard protocol is to award the project to the lowest bidder, Mr. Mouritsen recommended awarding the project to the highest bidder, Bowen Collins.  The firm is very thorough, and he was impressed with their work on the Chapel Street Bridge project.  This will be a complex, detailed project, and the design must be thorough.  Once it is designed, Staff will secure funding.  It is included in the Capital Improvement Plan and will be a $2.8 to $3 million project.  Design costs will be reimbursed by the Flood Control Authority.  

Council Member Hinton stated that she appreciated Mr. Mouritsen’s recommendation, and it was helpful to know his reasoning.

In response to a question from Council Member Burton, Mr. Mouritsen stated that the project completion date will not be known until funding is secured.  The design is the first step in the process.  In response to a question from City Manager, Brock Jacobsen, Mr. Mouritsen stated that the design will be due by June 30, 2025, and permitting will take approximately 90 days.    

Mayor Rosenberg reported that their intention is to have a “shovel ready” project so if federal funding becomes available, it will already be designed and permitted.  They believe the City will be in a stronger position to obtain funding if the design is completed and permits are in place.  

Council Member Hinton moved to AWARD the Design of the Tuacahn Wash Culvert Upsize Project to Bowen Collins at a total cost of $130,532.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

ii.	Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of the 2025 Notice of Public Meetings.  Presented by Chris Shelley, City Recorder. 

City Recorder, Chris Shelley presented the Notice of Public Meetings for 2025 and noted that Heritage Commission meetings will be moved from the second to third Thursday.

Mayor Rosenberg asked for the Council Members’ opinions on holding Work Meetings on the same day as Regular Meetings.  The Work Meetings would be held at 4:00 p.m., and Regular Meetings would begin at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Jacobson indicated that the Work Meeting would need to end at 5:30 p.m., and Staff would need to consider the associated time constraints when preparing the agendas.  Mayor Rosenberg noted that public hearings would not begin until 6:00 p.m., which may allow more residents to attend.  The Council Members discussed their experience with having the meetings on the same day and their opinions on the change.  There will be a potential for very long meetings, but there will only be two meetings per month.   Council Member Hinton will inform the Interfaith Council of the change.  

Council Member Burton moved to APPROVE the 2025 Notice of Public Meetings, as amended to move Work Meetings to 4:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month, with Regular Meetings beginning at 6:00 p.m. on the same day.  Council Member Pond seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

6. Reports.

A. Mayor/Council Reports.

Council Member Burton reported on the following:

· She attended the Fox Nation Patriot Awards in New York, where President Trump received the Patriot of the Year Award.  Police Officer Jonathan Diller, who was killed in the line of duty, received the Back the Blue Award.  General Dick Cody received the Weather Ultimate Patriot Award.  The Service for Veterans Award was awarded to Paws of War, which raises service animals for veterans with PTSD.  The recipient of the Young Patriot Award, Cameron Blasek, was almost expelled for having a flag on his truck.  Clarence McCallister received the Award for Bravery for saving a pastor and his congregation from a gunman.  Another award went to fraternity brothers who protected the American flag at their university during a protest.  

Council Member Hinton reported on the following:

· She thanked everyone who was involved with the Christmas Party.  It was a great success.  Santa Claus night also went very well.  
· She attended meetings with the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  Upcoming housing legislation was discussed at the board meeting.  Draper Mayor, Troy Walker mentioned that some cities are not doing their part, and those bad actors could be the reason legislation is passed that affects everyone.  She believes that is important to keep in mind as they consider Land Use requests.  
· Representative Bolinder will be drafting legislation to make changes to the Transient Room Tax, and it could be available for review before Christmas.  
· The Martha Hughes Cannon statue was being installed in Washington, D.C. that day, and all female elected officials in Utah were invited to attend the unveiling.  

Council Member Pond reported on the following:

· He attended a meeting between Santa Clara, Saint George, and Ivins City regarding The Shack.  Santa Clara’s nine-year average is 7.48 and last year was 8.08, so City resident usage is increasing.  They discussed bonding to increase the space and add additional outdoor amenities.  The Washington County School District are heavy users of The Shack, and Saint George indicated that they have had preliminary discussions about the School District either covering some costs or being billed for their usage.  One concern was that the high schools are heavily utilized for events like Junior Jazz, and that usage likely far exceeds usage for The Shack.  
· Saint George City employees receive a pass as part of their benefits package.  Sharon Gillespie from Ivins City asked about the possibility of including that benefit for Santa Clara and Ivins City employees as well, and she has requested the total number of current Santa Clara employees.  
· The Solid Waste Board met the previous Monday.  They have asked each City to identify any heavily used roadways with debris and garbage that needs to be removed.  They have allocated funds and are working with the Corrections Department to secure volunteers to perform the cleanup.  Mayor Rosenberg noted that Santa Clara does not have many issues.  Mr. Mouritsen indicated that Pioneer Parkway, as well as Santa Clara Drive outside of the downtown area, are cleaned four times per year.

Council Member Waite reported on the following:

· The first Cemetery Committee meeting took place earlier that day.  A suggestion was made to create a pamphlet with information on ways to clean their headstones or companies they can call to clean them.  Everyone left with an assignment, and he is to try cleaning a headstone with muriatic acid.  He suggested subsidizing the cleaning costs, but the other Committee members did not believe the City should be involved.  A primary concern is the Pioneer section of the cemetery, and it was suggested that they could hire a firm to do ground-penetrating radar and create a GIS map of that section.  They also tasked CHARLIE with writing down what he does every week.  They will meet again in January.  
· Samichlaus Abend and the city party were really fun, and everyone did a great job.  
· He plans to highlight the General Plan update in the next newsletter message.  In response to his question, Planning and Economic Development Manager, Jim McNulty clarified that the first kickoff meeting would be internal, but they could have a separate public meeting at a later time.  The consultant requested that the City Council, Planning Commission, Heritage Commission, and City Staff attend the first kickoff meeting. 

City Manager, Brock Jacobsen reported on the following:

· He reported that Local Officials Day will be held on January 22, 2025.  He and Government Affairs Director, Lance Haynie, will be on a panel at the event.  After discussion, it was decided that the January 22, 2025, City Council Meeting would be moved to January 29, 2025, so Council Members Hinton, Burton, and Waite can attend.  
· The Economic Summitt will be held on January 9, 2025.  Mayor Rosenberg and Council Member Burton will attend.  

Mayor Rosenberg reported on the following:

· The Christmas party was a great success, and he appreciates all the hard work that went into it.
· The Flood Control Technical Committee met earlier that day.  
· The State of the City is scheduled for January 30, 2025, at noon in the banquet room.  

Parks Director, Ryan VonCannon reported on the following:

· Wreaths Across America will be held on Saturday, December 14, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at the cemetery.  

Power Director, Gary Hall reported on the following:

· The City saved a total of $282,000 by running the generators instead of purchasing energy on the open market. 

7. Executive Session.

There was no Executive Session.

8. Adjournment.

Council Member Hinton moved to ADJOURN.  Council Member Pond seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council.  

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 5:39 p.m.



__________________________________
Chris Shelley
City Recorder

Approved:  					
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