


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
November 13, 2024
7:00 PM

[bookmark: _Hlk173929726]ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, J Holmgren, Mecham, R Holmgren, Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, and Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Matt Jensen, Jeff Coburn, Roxanne Coburn, Matti Jones, Shalese Kapp, Jan Holmgren, Kim Saunders, Laura Holm, Stan Nicholas, Sharon Nicholas, Charles Holmgren, Curtis Armstrong, Lucas Julander, Luke Jensen, Klark Brinkerhoff, Landon Jensen, Alicia Noorda, Bruce Anderson, Hollee Fawcett.

ABSENT: Council Member Anderson

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Mecham  

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  January 8, 2025

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from October 9, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes October 9, 2024 be approved.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Mayor has spoken to Deputy Lindstrom.  He stated they have extra patrols out to watch school buses.  They are having problems with people not stopping for the bus lights and zipping around the bus.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Charles Holmgren recommends the city should require the Seed School to require building inspection to meet current building and safety codes for children and staff.  The City should require off street parking.  Require a transit plan that shows a pattern for the efficient movement of traffic and safe delivery of children.  Vehicles turning around in the street twice a day creates hazards and impedes regular traffic flow.  Require separate water and sewer connections for the building.  For a group this big it will require more usage than the current occupied single residential home connection would provide.  As a suggestion for the council, he is aware of the cities of Millville, Providence and Cache County have addressed similar questions and concerns for Seed School and have created well thought out ordinances and conditions for the situation.  These terms and conditions are also outlined in Senate Bill 13 for reference.  He suggests the council review this document and consider implementing them as well as his suggestions.  Charles handed out a copy of what he has read to the Mayor and Council Members.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS UPDATE:  Trailer for the generator has been purchased.  It is at Golden Spike being prepared for the generator.  

MATT JENSEN – AGREED UPON PROCEDURES:  Matt Jensen with Davis and Bott attended the meeting to review the Agreed Upon Procedures they conducted with the Town.  The only findings were:  Item 10b – of the fourteen items tested the balance of two items on the reconciliations did not tie to the General Ledger.  Item 16 – The Sewer fund spending exceeded the budget.  One expense was mistakenly recorded as income.  When it was correctly moved to the expenses, it put the fund expenses over the budgeted amount.  Last year the towns income was at $900,000.00.  When exceeds one million we will have to do a full audit.  This will cost the town more and will be more detailed.

UPDATE ON SEED SCHOOL BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION – CONSIDER “ADDITIONAL BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION” DRAFT POSSIBLE APPROVAL:  The Seed School Building was inspected by Carey Maedgen of Certified Inspection Services.  There are a few items that need to be completed by the Seed School.  They have until December 5, 2024 to complete these items.  There will be another inspection scheduled after this date.  If they don’t pass the inspection a business license cannot be issued and the seed school will have to cease operation.

Clerk Andreasen has drawn up an Additional Business License Application that would apply to micro schools and micro entity schools.  The Council reviewed the application.  This application does require an off-street parking plan and traffic circulation.  Parking seems to be a concern for the neighbors.  Clerk Andreasen states the council should define off-street parking and make sure it complies with what our code says.  Council Member Mecham stated he believes this is not a council decision, it should be a planning commission decision whether they are in compliance.  Council Member R Holmgren asked if anyone was concerned about the sewer and water connections.  Council Member J Holmgren stated he has no concern.  Council Member Mecham stated this is not included in SB13, therefore it is not applicable.  Council Members agree this application will be sufficient.  The City will need to update the Business License Ordinance in order to include the information in SB13.  

WITHDRAWAL OF ZONE CHANGE APPLICATION:  Roxanne Frost withdrew her zoning change application, because it was not needed.  Would the council consider refunding the $250 fee.  Mayor Armstrong recommends to refund the $250 because it was only applied for as per recommendation of the City.  

REVIEW, UPDATE, AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF FEE SCHEDULE:  Fees added to the fee schedule are:  Micro-education entity $25, Micro school $25, and Lot Line Adjustment Application $50.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the additions to the Fee Schedule.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Mecham.  All voted in approval.  

3RD QUARTER FINANCIALS: Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed the 3rd Quarter Financials.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Mecham, Anderson, Dallin, R Holmgren, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None

DEPARTMENTS:  Sidewalks – Clerk Andreasen has a call from Devin Gunthier wanting to know if the city has need for the sidewalks to be cut down (leveled) to be ADA compliant.  Council Member Dallin has concerns with them being grinded down.  Might be more beneficial to have them lifted and fixed that way.  Council Member J Holmgren will call him and get more information.

Ordinances – The business license ordinance needs to be updated.  Clerk Andreasen has noticed things that have been left out of the new one that was in the old one.  We also need to add the SB13 information.  Council Member Mecham stated he would like to help Clerk Andreasen work on updating this.  

Irrigation Project– Engineers have been out shooting the grade of the ditch, pictures, elevations etc.  Things are moving forward.  Council Member R Holmgren was hoping to have a tentative budget for this meeting, but that did not happen.    Clerk Holmgren stated that we need to use the SLFRF funds set aside for the ditch, by the end of the year or give the money back.  Clerk Holmgren will research into what we can do.  Council Member Mecham is worried about where we are going to get our 25% of the cost.  He also questioned why we have to have a pressurized system.  All we need to meet state code is meters.  Council Member R Holmgren stated that is has never be stated that we have to do the pressurized system.  He feels it would be the best option to for management utilization of the system.   On the other end he would love the system be metered.  Being an end user he is shorted water all the time.  Either way the system needs to be upgraded.  Council Member Dallin asked if a city could have a lobbyist that goes up and visits with the Division of Natural Resources, federal government, etc and tell them how we are trying to be better stewards of the water, metering and putting in this type of system, etc and ask for one-time appropriated funds.  Because we are a small municipality we need help.  He is not sure a municipality can do that.  It might not hurt to talk to Joel Ferry and ask what he suggests.  It might not happen this year because of budgets.  Council Member R Holmgren has put in a lot of work trying to get the 75% from the federal government.  We just need to find a way to find some money.  If left the way they are most ditches have no fall so it can’t be measured with a weir.  The system the way it is, takes a lot of manpower to run.  It is not just Tyler turning the ditches on and off.  Council Member R Holmgren and his employees (paid by him) manage the system.  We drag the ditches with his equipment, the scouts clean the ditches, his employees monitor the usage.  This is unsustainable.  The system needs to change and how it works.  Mayor Armstrong stated Council Member R Holmgren is putting a lot of his personal time and resources to make it work.  Clerk Holmgren asked when we need to have the 25% for the project.  Will they ask for it upfront or wait until the end?  Council Member R Holmgren is not sure.  Clerk Andreasen mentioned when we did the flume we got a loan, but the Canal Co had to be part of it.  They got the loan and we made the payments to them.  Is this something to consider?  Council Member Dallin suggested reaching out to Representative Peterson and ask him what he thinks we can do.  Mayor Armstrong stated she will reach out to him.  

Christmas Kick Off – Council Member Dallin stated we have the Christmas Kick Off on the 6th of December.  He will also find a tree for the tree lighting.  Maybe next year we can transplant a tree to have something more permanent.   The Nativity is up in the air, as to if it is going to happen this year.  

Sewer – Council Member J Holmgren is meeting with our permit writer with the state, to tour our system.  

Park Lighting – Council Member Dallin was contacted by a gentleman that has a family member lives in BRC.  He said he would be glad to help with the design of the light placement.  This will make it easier to get bids and have someone do it.  We have received the $25,000 from the County to do this.  He will try to contact him again.  

Grand Haven Response from Our Engineer – Jim Flint responded to the questions that was sent to him from the City.  

Senior Christmas Dinner – This will be held on December 11 at 5:30. Val is catering the food again.  The Youth Council will be serving.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 8:35 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved January 8, 2025.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk



2

