Bicknell Town Council Meeting Minutes
December 5, 2024, 7:00 PM
I. WELCOME/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the meeting to order. Councilmembers present were Gregg Anderson, Weston Johnson, Kerry Stevens, and Steve Albrecht. Others present were Kelsey Brinkerhoff, Carrie Brinkerhoff, Jim Dudleston, Brock Jackson, Brennan Rees, Laura Lasco, Shawn Davis, and Deann Frasier. Scott Woolsey was absent. Gregg Anderson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the public hearing on October 3, 2024, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. There were no corrections needed. Steve motioned to approve the Public Hearing minutes from October 3, 2024, and Gregg seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes Johnson, Anderson, Johnson, Stevens, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.
The minutes of the town council meeting on November 7, 2024, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. There were no corrections needed. Kerry motioned to approve the October 3, 2024, minutes, and Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes Johnson, Stevens, Johnson, Anderson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS- 
Shawn Davis for the Wayne School District wanted to update everyone on the high school. The first phase is about to be finished. They moved into the lunchroom today and will start cooking in it next week and the heating is coming along with the building that big. It just takes some time. He also reported that they got the funding for the elementary school.  The approval will go to the state board of education and in January they will know for sure but it has cleared the first big hurdle. There were a few questions asked that Shawn answered and ensured it was going to be much easier to build than the high school. There will be two extra classrooms for room for growth. Weston asked about the main line that goes through the block of the current middle school where the new elementary will be going and how we probably don’t want the new elementary school to sit on top of our waterline.  It was determined that the school district would have to pay to move it. Shawn thanked Weston for bringing this up and he will talk to the school board. Shawn thanked the council for their time.
Brennan Rees was also there for a water project update. The boring is getting done and the pipe should be in and finished in a few weeks. The power lines are being worked on. They’re making a lot of progress. They have progress meetings every two weeks on Tuesday afternoons. He expects the concrete to be poured for the Connex around March and then our contractor will finish the inside. The likely finish day for the whole project is July 31. There were a few questions asked then the council thanked Brennan 
V. BUSINESS
Planning & Zoning Report- Planning and Zoning met on November 19.  They started with a public hearing on the conditional use of the WCHC. There were some concerns about lighting, parking, and flooding. They plan to break ground in the spring.  The planning commission reviewed setbacks with them. In the regular meeting, the conditional use permit for a WCHC was discussed and reiterated it is not a zoning change.  The planning commission thinks the conditional use application process needs to be improved and the ordinance needs to be updated as well. The planning commission approved the Wayne Community Health Center conditional use permit with four conditions: (1) it must stay a medical facility; (2) It must have appropriate landscaping; (3) flood mitigation; and (4) appropriate lighting.
Next, the Planning and Zoning Commission had a building permit from Michael Elliot for an apartment inside his barn. It is planned to be 1300 ft it was brought up that Michael intends to put a modular home on the same parcel. The ADU ordinance was reviewed and since they would be placing another home, this would become an ADU.  The 1300 sq. ft. apartment would exceed the limit for ADUs which is 800 ft.  There was some discussion about whether he wanted to change the barn apartment and make it smaller or put the modular on a separate half-acre lot. Then, he would need two separate water hookups, electricity connections, and septic tanks with those conditions. The planning commission approved Michael’s building permit with the understanding that he can’t build a modular home on the same lot without dividing the lot. The planning commission confirmed that they are working on the extended stay ordinance and making progress. There was some more discussion about the conditional use permit for Wayne Community Health Center then Kerry made a motion to approve it with the four conditions and Gregg seconded it.  All members of the town council voted yay and the motion passed. 
Brock Jackson-R6- Brock had just had a few updates. There will be a mini-growth summit on February 27. There is a performance bonding training on January 16. There will be emails sent out about both of those. There is also a budget hearing training through USLCT via Zoom he will get the information sent to Kari and Kelsey. Brock will be working with Kelsey to put in an application for the outdoor recreation grant to get a new park Playground. The council thanked Brock for all he did. Later in the meeting. He updated the land transfer with the BLM.
MEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Johnson- The mayor wanted to thank everybody who helped by going through the Christmas lights and putting them up around town.
Gregg- Gregg wondered where the cemetery mapping is.   Brennan said they are done surveying now. They will schedule a meeting to go over the in-kind hours to complete this project which will be done by Carrie and Kelsey, who will also put in the data.
Weston- Weston asked everyone to help with the light parade on Saturday by blocking Main Street entrances and helping with the lineup.
Kerry- Kerry reported he did snow removal and has sprayed for bugs at the town hall and the town park. He will continue to work a little here and there throughout the winter.
Steve- Steve reported he called Scott and told him to put the mower and tiller that he donated to the town inside. Scott said he didn’t have any room but he would work on getting them in there. Steve also questioned if we wanted the flags put at the memorial on 7 December because of the Christmas lights that are there. There was some discussion and the council wanted them up. He also had a few questions on the fee schedule and wants to address all fees at a future meeting. 
Financial- A list of bills was presented to the council for payment approval. A few of the bills were discussed after which Kerry made a motion to pay the bills. Gregg seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes: Albrecht, Anderson, Stevens, Johnson, and Johnson. The vote was unanimous—the motion carried. 
 CLOSED SESSION/ ADJOURNMENT
Since there were no other items on the agenda the mayor requested a closed session to talk about water account questions at 8:25, PM.  After 10 minutes in the closed session the mayor adjourned the meeting.


____________________________________Mayor _______________________________________Clerk

