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Description automatically generated]                                    SIGURD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY NOV. 20th, 2024 
7:00 P.M.
                                                      MINUTES





DATE:     NOV. 20th, 2024
TIME:       7:00  P.M.
PLACE:   Town Hall

Opening Remarks:            Please  Turn Off Cell Phones And Raise Your Hand To Be Called On, Council And Citizens.

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 7:00PM
· Meeting Called To Order: By Mayor Kelly Alvey
· Prayer: Jeff Wanlass
· Pledge Of Allegiance: Mayor Kelly Alvey
· Roll Call: Councilmember Michele Visarraga, Councilmember Jason Jacobson, Mayor Kelly Alvey, Councilmember Audie Ekker, Councilmember Gary Hart, Clerk Vickie Houston

· Citizens Present: Rose Bullard, Jeff Wanlass, Christine Teegan Jensen, Clyde Jacobson, Jeremy Foisy, Kenjela Ekker, Brinzie Ekker, Brett Quarnberg, Daven Quarnberg, Brian Terry, Kaleb Pribrey, Dustin Bullard, Cheyenne Harvey, Antonio Ortiz, Wyatt Harvey, Aleena Olsen, Travis Harvey, Michael Crane, Robert Evens, Amber Evans, Marty Trap, Dustin Carter, Cole Beard, Austin Roberts, Amber Roberts, Grant Bastian, Jennifer Bastian, Amanda Harkin, Misty Jacobson, Jaycie Jacobson, Jeffie Coon, Sheryl Kirkwood, Jo (Lynn)Kirkwood, Gene Fordham, Noah Olson, Michael Clark, Brianna Torgersen, Stockton Pearson, Cameron Pearson, Shay Morrison, Dustin Anderson, Jaren Anderson, Mike Stevens, Kathleen Black, Kylee Boyter, Tyrell Orme, Pam Anderson, Danny Anderson, Mike Olsen, Jim Freeby, Maryann Freeby, Amber Olsen, Jennifer Esquivel.  

· AGENDA ITEMS:
· Approval Of Minutes Of Meeting Held Oct. 16th, 2024.  
· Councilmember Audie Ekker Asked Councilmember Michele Visarraga To Read Public Comments From Start Down To Joann Ballow From Last Month.
“Chad Pierce Came In With Pictures And Notes Of A Text Message Conversation Within The Sigurd Fire Department. Of An Incident That Happened On Sunday Oct 3rd 2021. He Stated Sigurd Was Not Paged Out To The Fire But Jason Jacobson Had Taken It Upon Himself To Respond Anyway, And Call Others To Respond.  He Felt It Was The Same Type Of Thing That Had Gotten Him Removed From The Fire Department. He Stated That He, Mayor Kelly Alvey, Former Fire Chief Joe Kirkwood And Clerk Gary Hart Had A Phone Conversation (And Mike Crane The New Fire Chief Showed Up About 10 Minutes Into The Conversation) In That He Had Been Removed From The Fire Department To Which He Was Thinking Of Filing A Suit Against The Town Because The Other Individual Had Been Given A Chance To Apologize To The Fire Department Volunteers And He Had Just Been Voted Out. Joe Kirkwood Asked Him What Would Satisfy Chad As A Reasonable Solution About The Two Incidents Chad Stated In The Phone Conversation That If Both The Former Fire Chief Joe Kirkwood And Jason Jacobson Who The Other Incident Was About Would Both Step Down, Resign From The Department He Would Not Pursue It Anymore. And At That Time The Fire Chief (Joe Kirkwood) Had Stepped Down And Said That Jason Jacobson Would Also But Chad Has Since Found Out That Jason Has Not Stepped Down And That Is The Reason For His Being Here Tonight. So Councilmember Audie Ekker Asked Him What He Was Asking To Happen At This Point. Chad Replied I Want Him To Step Down And I Will Not Pursue Any Legal Action. To Which Audie Asked From What? And Chad Replied From Both The Fire Department And The Town Council At This Point. Audie Suggested That The Council Needed Some Time To Go Through And Review Things And Asked How Long Chad Would Give The Council. Chad Said 15 Days.” 
 Councilmember Jason Jacobson Made A Motion To Approve The Minutes Of Sept. 18th 2024. Second By Councilmember Michele Visarraga. Councilmember Audie Ekker -Aye, Council Member Gary Hart-Aye, Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye.



· Public Comment: (5 MINUTE MAX.) No Public Comment Permitted Tonight 
· Citizens Requests: : (5 MINUTE MAX.)
1. Mike Clark:
   Had A Question That If The New Black Knolls Subdivision New Residence Don’t Like Snyders Meats For Some Reason Would The Town Council Stand Behind Snyders. Councilmember Visarraga Pointed Out This Is Not A Time For Discussion On The Matter But That If And When It Happen To Come Up, The Council Would Look At Such A Problem.
2. Hayden Smith:
   Not Present But Wanted To Know If The Town Would Pull Water From Its Existing Town Boundaries To A Lot He Is Looking At Buying Kind Of South Of Cory Bastians Place. The Consensus Was That He Would Have To Talk The Land Owners Between That Place And The Town Boundaries Into Annexing Into The Town. It Has To Be Contiguous To Have Town Water, And Be Annexed In The Towns Boundaries. 
3. Amber Olsen: ( Note: Amber Was The Only One Of This Group On The Agenda But Mayor Alvey Let Three Of Them Take Some Time)
  First Sheryl Kirkwood Spoke. She First Publicly Turned In Joe’s Pager. 
  She Stated She Was Not Speaking For Joe (Who Declined To Be Present) But Was Speaking As Joe’s Wife. 
  She Explained About The Time And Family Plans That They Forfeited To Make Sure Things Were Good For The Town. And To Attend Training On Weekends And Calls Even At 2:00am. Staying Up After The Fire Works To Clean Up. Firemen Are There As A Security For Your Families In A Time Of Need. 
  Joe Joined The Fire Dept. Shortly After They Moved Here 8 Yrs Ago. Joe Was Voted Into The Town Council. He Received Several Thank You Letters From People On The Way He Took Care Of The Cemeteries And Park. Joe Was Voted In As The Fire Chief By The Members. He Has Gotten Many Grants For Both The Fire Dept. And The Town. Organized Fire 1 Fire 2 And Hazmat, CPR, Wildland Certification, 
  While He Was On The Town Council The Job For The Town Maintenance Person Came Up . He Wanted The Job And Was Told That He Could Not Fill That Position And Also Be On The Town Council. So He Resigned From The Council. 
  At The Next Election Period, Gary Hart Was Allowed To Run For Town Council And Still Maintain His Job As A Town Clerk. She Feels That Is Nepotism. 
  Feb Of 2024 Joe Gave His Notice As The Town Maintenance Person. At This Time Joe Offered To Stay On And Help By Reading Water Meters And Other Tasks As Needed Knowing He And Travis Harvey Were The Only Certified Water Operators In Sigurd. Joe Was Notified On The Way To The Water Conference That His Registration Had Been Canceled, And That Travis Was Going In His Place. A Week Later The Town Asked Joe To Help Show Gary How To Take Chlorine Reading. Joe Was Out Of Town And So He Ask His Wife Sheryl To Go Help Gary. At First She Said No. But She Ended Up Doing It For Him. Joe Read Meters Both In March And April. Joe Also Wrote Up A Maintenance Operator Manual For The Town. Joe Told Mike Stevens He Was No Longer Able To Help Him Just Last Week.
  Also At The Final Meeting With The Fire Fighter In Question That Was Held, Joe Was Not Notified. Councilmember Jason Jacobson Had To Notify Joe That He Had Been Removed From The Fire Dept.
  In A Newsletter Michele Visarraga Wanted To Highlight Joes Service. But Sheryl Stated That Joe Had Just Been Notified Days Before That He Had Been Kicked Off The Fire Dept. They Didn’t Want To Comply. She Feels That Is A Spit In Their Face. 
  Sheryl Also Said That There Are Councilmember In Our Town That Generally Don’t Know What Is Going On And This Is A Prime Example.  Sheryl Went On To Say That Michele Stated She Wasn’t Aware That Joe Had Been Taken Off The Fire Dept. To Which Michele In The Meeting Said “That Is As Lie “ Twice.  
She Is Asking The Council To Find Another Solution Other Than Discrimination Against Two Of Our Firefighter Volunteers. That Both Joe And Jason Be Put Back On The Dept. Immediately And Request A Public Apology To Them Both. If Not Her Family Will Pursue A Law Suit For Defamation Of Character, Nepotism Regarding Gary, Lost Wages And Wrongful Termination.   
  Michele Visarraga Wanted It Noted That She Took 11 Minutes 
Next Amber Spoke: 
  She Stated She Disagrees With The Decision The Council Made, Regarding The Fire Dept. But Respects The Time And Effort They Put In. She Stated She Couldn’t Find Any Facts To Back Up Their Decision In Any Of The Minutes From June To Oct Of This Year. And Yet On Nov 1st An Agreement Was Signed To Remove The Chief And Previous Chief From The Fire Dept. 
  She Would Also Like Their Decision Overturned And Is Concerned About Reversed Discrimination. She Stated That She Believes That Because Of Fear The Council Made Their Decision. 
  Amber Stated That Thinking We Can Recruit More Volunteers From This Town Is Ludicrous “Where Would They Come From? Where Would We Find These Men? Who Would Pay For Them To Be Trained? “She Too Would Like The Decision Overturned. And Also Thanked Those That Showed Up To Support Them And Thanked The Firemen Of Sigurd Town For Their Devotion.
Next Was Brian Terry (A Member Of The Richfield Fire Dept.) 
  He Has Been On The Richfield Fire Dept. For 16 Yrs And His Day Job Is The County Fire Warden.    He Works With All The Fire Departments And Feels That Sigurd Is Up In The Top With The Rest Of Them. 
  He Mentioned He Didn’t Have Much To Say Being Put On The Spot At The Last Minute, But Wanted To Say He Feels Joe, Jason, Mike And The Other Members Of The Sigurd Fire Dept. Have Done The Town Proud. 
  He Stated He Feels He Has A Pretty Good Handle On Each Of The Fire Departments And That They All Struggle In Their Own Ways, They All Have Issues Similar To This. They Find A Way To Move On, They Find A Way To Succeed. He Said It’s Hard For Fire Dept. Volunteers To Show Up To Their Meetings And Such When They Don’t Feel They’re Supported By The Town Council.
  Then Council Member Michele Visarraga Thanked Everyone For Coming Out And All For Their Comments, She Feels It Was Brave Of Them To Come And Makes Those Statements. And That She Is More Than Happy To Sit Down With Anyone On A One On One Basis And Discuss The Action That The Town Council Has Taken. And Perhaps Enlighten Them On Some Things They May Not Be Aware Of That Help To Shape That Decision. And That The Attorney Did Advise Them To Take These Steps.
  She Made A Motion To Table This For Review. To Which There Was A Lot Of Rebuttal. People Talking Over Each Other To Where You Couldn’t Hear Anyone Clearly. She Also Stated That The Document Has Been Signed And Is In Place. 
  Amber Olsen Asked That If It Is To Be Discussed In The Future She Would Like To Know About The Meeting So That She Can Plan Around It. 
  Michele Also Wanted To Make It Clear That It Has Been Alluded To A Number Of Times That They As A Council Dismissed Joe, Which Is Not Correct. 2 Years Ago, When The Original Meeting Was Held With Joe (As The Fire Chief), Mayor Kelly Alvey, Gary, (Who Was The Clerk), Chad, On A Phone Conference And Michael Crane Who Showed Up 10 Minutes Into The Conversation. At That Time, It Was Asked Of Chad By Joe “What Do You Think Would Make This Whole Thing Right?” Chad Replied “For You (Joe) And Jason To Remove Yourselves From The Fire Dept. “To Which Joe Said Ok. At That Point We Lost All Our Leverage. She Also Mentioned She Didn’t Know Why Joe Had Not Included Jason. 
  At This Point Council Member Michele Visarraga Again Made A Motion To Table This. Council Member Audie Ekker Second The Motion. Council Member Gary Hart-Aye Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye. Councilmember Jason Jacobson-No Reply. 

4. Shay Morrison Updates From R6 & Public Meetings Ordinance
He Had Several Items, The First Several Minutes Can’t Be Heard Due To The Majority Of People Leaving And The Talking On Their Way Out. He Sent Out A Newsletter With Several Good Topics. Wanted To Check On The Sub-Division Ordinances. And Went Through That A Little Bit.
He Also Asked If There Were Any Questions On The Rules Of Ordered Resolution That Is Also On The Nights Agenda.    

· Planning Commission: (Chair Jennifer Bastian & Cheyenne Harvey)
1. Survey Results: Cheyenne Said That It Was Completed And Has Given Each Of The Council Members A Copy Prior To This Meeting. 
Council Member Audie Ekker Thanked Them For Putting It Together And Putting The Results Together.
 2. Subdivision Application Ordinance 14.02: 
     We Need To Have A Public Hearing Meeting Before The Next Council Meeting To Approve And Adopt The Ordinance: Probably Just Before The Next Council Meeting On Dec 18th. She Mentioned That All The Council Has A Copy So Please Read Through It And Contact Her With Any Questions Before Then. Also, We Will Need A Engineer At Some Time Of Some Sort. 
A Motion Was Made By Council Member Gary Hart To Set Up A Public Hearing For The Subdivision Application Ordinance 14.02 For Dec 18th. It Was Second By Council Member Audie Ekker, Council Member Michele Visarraga-Aye Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye 
 3. Sigurd Rules of Order:
Something That Shay Put Together For Us That We Just Need To Adopt
Councilmember Audie Ekker Made A Motion To Approve The Rules Of Order Resolution No. 2024-11. Second By Councilmember Michele Visarraga, Council Member Gary Hart-Aye, Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye. Councilmember Jason Jacobson -No Reply.

·  Bills & Finances: 
Councilmember Audie Ekker Made A Motion To Approve The Bills For Nov. 2024. Second By Councilmember Gary Hart. Councilmember Jason Jacobson -Aye, Council Member Michele Visarraga -Aye, Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye.

·  Delinquent List: 
One Bill Is Pretty High. We Have Tried To Contact Family Members Because The Residents Can’t Be Contacted. No Others Are A Concern At This Time.

· DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Maintenance: (Mike Stevens)
   First Of All Mike Let It Be Known That He Came Out Of Retirement Because He Knew We Needed Help And He Lives Here And Drinks The Water. He Has Over 25 Years Working With Several Different Water Systems. 

    1. Centra-Com Water Breaks, Using Water?
    Mike Went Through How The Water System Was Suppose To Have Been Set Up According The Ensign Prints -Vs-  How They Are Really Running At This Point And How They Do Not Work The Way They Were Designed To. 
Because Of The Pipe Being Hit By The Centra-Com (Fugal) Digging Their New Cable Line Right Below The Chlorine Station, Mike Had To Isolate The Pipe From The New Tank Up The Canyon And The Two Tanks At The Mouth Of The Canyon. And Has No Way To Flush It At This Time. He And Gary Talked With Ensign About Finding A Solution. And Are Waiting To Hear Back From Them. Mike Would Like A Flush Valve Installed Right About Where They Hit The Line.
(A Side Note Mike Said He Called Joe Kirkwood To Ask Him More About The Lines And Mike Said Joe Has Never Said Don’t Call Me Anymore)
 In Short The Spring Lines Were Suppose To Go Into The New Tank And Act As A Reserve. But They Don’t. They Bypass The New Tank And Come Right Down To The Two Tanks At The Mouth Of The Canyon Then Through The Chlorinator And Back Up To The New Tank. He Feels That This Was Done Because He Heard That When The New Tank Went On Line The Chlorinator Didn’t Have Enough Pressure To Run Correctly So The Lines Were Modified? But Even John With The State Water Division Didn’t Even Know Of This Change.
He Is Also Working On Getting All 6 Springs Up To Code . There Are Some Fences That Need Fixing And Some Roots And Trees To Remove The Health Dept. Is Working With Him And Giving Him Some Time To Do So.
    2. Fire Hydrants Flushed:
    Mike Stevens Mentioned That The Fire Hydrants Should Be Flushed A Least Once A Year But Twice Would Be Better If Possible. Mike Crane The Fire Chief Said In The Past The Town Has Always Been In Charge Of Doing That. And Yet Later Jason Said That On A Meeting Night The Fire Dept. Usually Takes Out About 3-4 Trucks And Flush Them All In About An Hour.
    3. Landfill Tank: 
    Shouldn’t It Have Two Lines? 

B. Fire: (Michele Visarraga / Michael Crane)
1.Tremonton Fire: Mike Crane Got The Info To The Clerks 
2. Michele Has A Meeting Set Up For Monday Night @ 7:00 With Her, Mike Crane And Audie Ekker. To      Bring Her Up To Speed On The Fire Dept.  

C. Parks & Cemeteries: (Audie Ekker)
1.Sprinklers Off And Drained: Audie Said Hagen Drained Them All 
2.Bathroom Funds: Audie Would Like To Move Forward Asap If We Have The Funds To Complete This Project. Gary Is Going To Get With The Auditor To Find Out More On What Funds We Might Have Available.
   Jennifer Reminded Audie To Make Sure He Gets Three Bids To Cover The Procurement Policy. 


D. Roads: (Jason Jacobson)
     1. Jason Wanted It Noted That He Got Put Into This Position Without Any Discussion. So He Has Nothing At This Time   
2. Michele Said She Did Get The Stencils Painted On The Bike Lane On Main St. And Just Needs The Signs Up Now To Complete That Project. And Took The Paint And Stencils To The Maintenance Shop.
3. Audie Asks Mike Stevens If He Needs Help During The Summer Because The Inmates From The Prisons Are Already Taken By Other Towns.   

E. Water: (Gary Hart)  
 1. Copper/Lead Updates:
     Ensign Said They Got The Report In Before The Dead Line Of Oct. 15th
 2. Mayor Alvey And Gary Went To The Division Of Drinking Water With Parker Vercimak From Jones And Demille Engineering To Apply For A Grant To Upgrade The Water Lines From About 600 N State St., North To The Highway And Also In The Subdivision Up There. They Were Approved For The Grant But Sigurds Portion Would Be 70% Of The Bill Which In Turn Would Be About 1,000,000.00. Parker Suggested That We Wait Til Spring And Try For A CIB Grant. And Hopefully Get Better Percentage Covered. 
     Shay Reminded Them To Make Sure They Get On The CIB List In About March Of Next Year.  

F. Office:
  1. Bids Of Furnace’s And A/C : 
     Still Waiting On The Third Bid Hills Are Coming To Give Us A Bid At The Fire Station. Kelly Asked To Make Sure They Are All The Same Btu And Efficiency. 
  2. Emergency Preparedness Packets And Coordinator
      Jerald And Judy Dastrup Have Been Put Over The Ward Emergency Preparedness Program And Would Like The Towns Help. To Have One Of The Council Members As A Go To. Vickie Suggested To Them To Go To The County For The Packets And Info 
  3. Rules Of Order Resolution No. 2024-11 
          Already Approved And Voted On 
      4. Kathleen Black Came To The Town Asking For A Letter Stating We Have No Desire To Annex A Parcel They Own That Is Now In The County. Vickie Had Mayor Alvey And The Council Sign The Letter.   

G. Other Discussion Items:  
 
	   Action Items List:   
1. Extend The Hall
Michele Was Told That The Town Hall Building Was Built With The Ability To Be Extended To The West To Make It Big Enough To Hold Real Family Outings/Activities. That Is Something She Would Like To Look At It In The Future. Michele Would Like A Bigger Town Hall To Also Do Activities In The Winter.
2. Quarterly Activities
Being Over The Quarterly Activities Michele Would Like To See In The Future A Budget Earmarked For Activities And Improvements. Jeniffer Bastian Suggested She Get Ahold Of Aurora, They Do Lots Of Things. We Could Get Ideas From Them. And Their Christmas Stuff Pays For The Rest Of The Years Activities. Amber Olsen Offered To Help. 
3. Pavilion 
Michele Also Brought Up The Possibility Of Enlarging The Pavilion Or Possibly Redoing The Tennis Court As One. And Maybe Some New Picnic Type Tables. Its Been A Long Time Since We Have Done Anything As Far As Upgrades Its Time To Start Thinking About Town Upgrades As Per The Questionnaire Feed Back We Sent Out.
4. New Tables In Hall
Michele Would Like To Get Approval To Purchase New Tables For The Hall. She Had Some In Mind But Cheyenne Harvey Has Access To Some Also. Cheyenne Harvey Is Going To Get Her Some Ideas And Prices On Some Tables Also. For Next Month.

· Mayor Kelly Alvey –    All Other Business That Needs To Be Taken Care Of.

· Adjourn: 
Councilmember Gary Hart Made A Motion To Adjourn. Second By Councilmember Audie Ekker. Councilmember Jason Jacobson -Aye, Council Member Michele Visarraga -Aye, Mayor Kelly Alvey-Aye.

  Sigurd Town Is An Equal Opportunity Employer And Provider.
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