
 
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2010 

 
PRESENT 
 
Jim Eardley, Chair, Washington County Commission 
Chris Hart, Ivins City Mayor 
Matt Ence, Santa Clara City Council 
Jerry Lewis, UDOT Commissioner 
Lowell Elmer, MPO Director 
Mike Empey, Congressional Aide, Jim Matheson 
Larry Bulloch, St. George City Public Works Director 
David Glenn, Ivins City 
Roger Bundy, Washington City Council 
Jerry Blair, Ivins City Council 
Curt Hutchins, Dixie MPO 
Bill Swenson, St. George City 
Bruce Fishburn, Stanley Consultants 
Bob Lamoreaux, Stanley Consultants 
J. Paul Wright, DEQ 
Bryce Bird, State of Utah DAQ 
Cheryl Heying, State of Utah DAQ  
Christine Hall, Washington County Commission 
 
ABSENT 
 
Monty Thurber, Engineering Associate, St. George City 
Troy Torgersen, UDOT 
Gil Almquist, St. George City Council 
Dan McArthur. St George City Mayor 
Cameron Cutler, Assistant City Engineer, St. George City 
Ken Sizemore, Five County AOG Executive Director 
Marreen Casper, Congressional Aide, Orrin Hatch 
Bryan Thiriot, Congressional Aide, Robert Bennett 
Nathan Lee, UDOT 
Ross Romero, Washington City 
Wally Ritchie, Santa Clara City Manager 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Eardley called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.  He called for a motion on the 
February 17, 2010 meeting minutes.  There was no quorum yet, so this item was deferred until 
later in the meeting in the event additional voting members arrived. 
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[webmaster's note: This is the draft minutes for the March 17, 2010 DTEC Meeting. The date shown below is the way the draft was prepared but was inadvertently shown as 3/16. It will be corrected to 3/17 when the minutes are presented for approval at the 5-19-2010 DTEC meeting.]
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2. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A.  Concur on Draft 2011 Dixie TIP 
 
Lowell Elmer deferred this item until after the Regional Air Quality Program Update by Utah 
Department of Air Quality representatives (Bryce Bird and Cheryl Heying). 
 
There was a brief discussion concerning the draft letter to the EPA. The only change in that letter 
will be to refer to the current ozone standard as .075ppm rather than .08ppm.  Larry Bulloch 
asked what is driving the move to change it to .06ppm, and Bryce Bird said that since 1971 the 
EPA has been required by law to review the status of the ozone standard every five years.   
 

3. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Regional Air Quality Program Update / DAQ/DEQ 
 
Bryce Bird and Cheryl Heying of the Utah Department of Air Quality jointly narrated and 
answered questions on a PowerPoint presentation entitled “Air Quality Update/DTEC,” dated 
March 17, 2010.  A copy of this PowerPoint is available in hard copy or electronically at the 
Office of the Washington County Commission. 
 
Cheryl said that this issue is a difficult one because ozone is a very event-specific substance; 
sometimes it is caused by a fire, or it is transported from Mexico or California to neighboring 
states, or from a nearby power plant.  The State DAQ is interested in solving the problem at its 
source.  Bryce said that the Governor is charged with developing a plan and then following it.  
Matt Ence asked if it were discovered that Washington County’s ozone problem is coming from 
California, would the Governor’s plan involve meeting with representatives from that state, and 
Bryce said yes.  The DAQ has already started down that path, with national and regional 
discussions.  California will be held to some of the more stringent standards also.  It is in 
everyone’s best interest to keep the economy vibrant, and the DAQ is not interested in putting 
any private industry out of business.  It will be necessary to work together and find options.   
 
Bryce referred to another handout (attached) referring to different locations in the West in terms 
of their average ozone readings, showing that most Utah counties, at current standards, would 
exceed the lower level of the proposed standard (.06).  On the back of this chart is an Ozone 
Fact Sheet, dated 1/12/10.  The proposal represents a huge potential impact on the entire West. 
No individual state can solve the problem on its own; resolution would require collaboration 
among the Western states.   
 
Jerry Lewis noted that the EPA has presented this thorny problem to the states and asked 
whether it had offered any possible solutions. Cheryl said no, that the EPA looks only at the 
health impacts, not at the cost to come into compliance.  She referred to another chart, which 
depicts the lack of compliance for most counties in the West.  Some counties in Montana, South 
Dakota, Wyoming, etc., have no ozone monitors.  The Western states are saying to the EPA, in 
effect, that it needs to come up with a program that we can work with that isn’t going to break the 
bank.     
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Dave Glenn asked whether there is a loss of federal funding for non-attainment areas, and 
Cheryl said there is, on a countywide basis. The UDAQ has said that it will never turn away 
federal money because the federal highway funds for the State of Utah are too important.  Non-
Attainment areas are eligible to receive CMAQ funds (Congestion Mitigation Air Quality $$). 
 
Ron Whitehead said that he and Bill Swenson just came from an Air Quality meeting at the City 
of St. George Office, where it was determined that monitoring stations are needed in the County: 
two on the western border of the county and two on the southern border (to measure what is 
coming in from outside sources), and then two inside the county so we can determine exactly 
what we are responsible for.   
 
Concur on Draft 2011 Dixie TIP 
 
Lowell referred the committee to the Draft 2011-15 Dixie TIP Programming Proposal, dated 
March 3, 2010 (copy available in County Commission Office) and asked for concurrence with this 
proposed schedule. A thirty-day public comment period will begin July 1st.     
 
Motion: Motion by Lowell Elmer to approve the Draft 2011 Dixie TIP, as presented.  
Second: Matt Ence seconded the motion. 
Vote:  All voted “aye,” and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Lowell Elmer presented the draft letter, dated 3/17/10, to the EPA regarding Docket No. EPA-
HQ-OAR-2005-0172.  The Technical Committee has recommended approval of this letter, with 
the change mentioned earlier (referring to the EPA holding to the current standard of .075 ppm 
rather than .08ppm).   
 

4. UDOT/FHWA BUSINESS 
 
Rick Torgerson of UDOT updated the group on the status of ongoing projects.  The project at 
Dixie Drive at Interstate 15 is progressing; one contract has been released for procurement of 
the girders for the bridges.  He said that UDOT is six months ahead of schedule on the Southern 
Parkway to the vicinity of the City’s new airport project.  Paving is nearing completion, but there 
is still some work to be done.  Depending on how quickly that proceeds, we may be able to open 
a section of the road from River Road to the airport (the City’s airport connection road).  Quite a 
bit of the asphalt has been laid, and they are hoping to get as much down as possible before the 
next rain.  Typically, the winter is a good season in which to pave, but the wet weather recently 
has been hampered various projects (such as the Bloomington interchange) 
 
UDOT is interviewing for the Red Hills Parkway design (a city-sponsored project at the top of the 
ridge) on Monday, March 22nd.  He offered to return at the next meeting with slides of this 
impressive project. 
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5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
MINUTES 
 
Motion: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to accept the February 16, 2010, meeting 
  minutes as submitted.  
Second: Matt Ence seconded the motion. 
Vote:  All voted “aye,” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  May 19, 2010 
 
Having no other business, Chairman Eardley adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m.   
. 
 




