DVF SSD Minutes November 21st, 2024

1. Call to order:  7:45pm by Ryan Andersen, Chairman.  Roll call:  Pat Johnson, Curt Shelley, Ryan Andersen, Alan Burns, David Fulford. 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Motion, Curt Shelley.  Second, Alan Burns.  Approved

3. Approval of prior meeting minutes (Oct 17, Oct 29, Nov 7)
Motion by:  Alan Burns.  Second, Curt Shelley.  Approved.

4. Remembering SSD Board Vice-Chair Larry Carlon	Curt Shelley, Vice-Chair.  Larry recently passed, and was remembered for his lifetime achievements, family, and faithful service to the SSD board and the community.  Noted that he did not miss a board meeting during his tenure, except for grave health reasons.  He is fondly remembered and will be missed.

5. Treasurer’s Report, David Fulford, Treasurer:  Current detail will be provided by David, to be attached.  It was noted that the preauthorized transfer of $25,000 from the Capital Account to Operating Account has been returned, as anticipated.


6. Fire Chief’s Report, John Hennessey, Fire Chief:  Busy month, 292 calls YTD, anticipated 315 by year end.  Training ongoing, Fire Academy Graduation next month, 10 December.  Some graduates will backfill openings in DVFR, but we continue to compete against other departments in state and NV to keep our folks.  PAAS application in process.  New Command Vehicle received and in operation.  Brush 1351 will be temporarily out of service for repairs in December.  Hazmat training ongoing.  Anticipating REMS deployment in 2025, for technical rescue on large fires, water, mountain rescue, or other incidents. Able to use $10K FEMA/AFG grant for High Priority rescue equipment.  First REMS team in Utah, now in IROC national deployment system.  Fire and REMS deployments will drive the budget in 2025.  Moved into Phase 3 of personnel, made reserves into part-time employees. Brought on 2nd Engine Boss.  Facilities:  need generator for station, 40gal water heater for HQ Building. Got fully reimbursed for UFDAG Grant.  License Plate Grant submitted for needed Training Center equipment.  Did not get AFG Grant, but we are in the process of writing the next AFG Grant for 2025. 

Ryan Andersen emphasized immediate need for generator, asked for donation.  Steve Friend immediately replied that he would buy one (22K Generac Standby Generator) for the Department, details are in process.  Steve’s generosity is much appreciated.

Member of the Month, presented by Ryan d’Ambrosio:  Captain Wyatt Bendall has been with DVFR for almost 4 years. He is currently finishing his paramedic training/certification that he has been working on for the last year. He currently works 3 jobs and we luckily get to be one of those jobs. Captain Bendall loves training and is always driving the crew to train harder. We are very happy to have him on board.

7. DVFR personnel announcement, Ryan Andersen, Chair:  read verbatim Chief Hennessey’s resignation letter to the members of DVFR (attached), followed by appreciative comments and standing ovation.

8. The Board has extended an employment agreement to Chris Reiffer to be the new Chief, beginning 19 December 2024.  Motion to complete the processs of employing Chris Reiffer, who has accepted our offer, by Curt Shelley, Second, Alan Burns.  Passed.

9. Introductory comments by Chief Rieffer, 33 yrs experience, raised kids in Dammeron Valley.  Has come to serve our community and department.  His sons have been through the Academy. Has been keeping in touch with DVFR since the days of Chief Barnes.

10.  Mailing of annual invoices, late fee schedule, Ryan Andersen, Chair:  7% late fee charge, additional $20 if 2nd notice required.  Motion to approve:  Curt Shelley.  Second, Pat Johnson.  Approved

11. -Public Comment – none

12.   Ryan Anderson re fee increase:  Are trying to provide the best service we can, bang for the buck is second to none.  Curt Shelley invited the community to come to the meetings, become informed, get to know the new Chief, and the department.

13.  Additional comments by Chief Reiffer:  Goal is to maximize the department, maximize the value.

14.  8:36pm, Motion to adjourn, Curt Shelley.  Second, Pat Johnson
