[bookmark: _Hlk137037818]Rockville Town Council
Regular Meeting
Rockville Town Hall
November 13, 2024 – 6:00 pm

1. CALL TO ORDER-ROLL CALL:  Mayor Leach called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following Town Council members were present:  Michael Evenson, Megan Honer-Orton, Mayor Pam Leach, Jeff Ballard and Robin Smith was excused. Town Clerk Shelley Cox recorded the meeting.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Leach led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Jeff Ballard MOVED to approve the agenda. Michael Evenson SECONDED the motion.

VOTE on Motion:
	
             Michael Evenson:  Aye
	Megan Honer-Orton:  Aye
	Mayor Leach:  Aye
	Jeff Ballard:  Aye

The motion PASSED unanimously.

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITH AN AGENDA ITEM. No conflicts were disclosed. 
Public Comment: Mayor Leach asked if anyone had any public comment. None were made.

Discussion/Information/Non-action Items
1. REPORT ON HURRICANE VALLEY FIRE SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT – CHIEF TYLER AMES:  Chief Tyler Ames reported on Octobers statistics: in Rockville there was one incident. Springdale there were 27 and then were called into Zion Park 14 times for different incidents.  There was one significant incident as there was a fire in Springdale on the night of November 5th. The initial page was around 21:00 hours (9:00 pm) that came in when a passerby called in and then an additional call from somebody in the nearby hotel near this end of Springdale of a fire. There was a crew of three that night at Station 49, the Springdale Station. That crew was the first on scene in 5 minutes. A barn was fully engulfed and had started a small brush fire. The crew started working on the fire and were able to get the brush fire out and start on the barn. Chief Ames said tonight he had just come from Springdale reporting in their Town meeting. Their Council had some questions as far as resources. The Council thought it had taken about 30 minutes for the first truck to get there, but that would be true of our second truck because the second truck is coming from LaVerkin.  They did not see the other truck already across the River fighting the fire.  Chief Ames updated the Council on the response action and resources used. He said anytime this station gets a call, we automatically send up other resources for backup, just because of the distance, and so station 43 and 41 came up to help on the fire, on as well as a medic unit. They were all assigned to the fire and then Station 42 brought up their crew and staffed Station 49 for any additional calls or responses needed.  He said that's how we work our whole resources from all the stations to adjust accordingly to where they need to be. Chief Tyler Ames asked if there were any specific questions? None were asked. Mayor Leach thanked Chief Ames for taking care of Rockville.
 2.	REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION – CHAIR TYLER: Chair Tyler reported at last night’s Planning Commission meeting approval was given for a special event permit for a live nativity scene for the Zion Academy School at the vineyard area, 560 West Vineyard, South of the river. They also approved a temporary banner for Z-Arts to be located at Canyon Paws to advertise the annual Craft Fair during Thanksgiving weekend at the Springdale Community Center. A swimming pool permit was applied for on behalf of Dennis Brooks but was tabled as they did not have a complete application. A special event permit for the parade of homes by Madsen Homes was denied, which was also on the Vineyard property.
The Commission was reminded to give their input to the Council regarding the subdivision ordinance, which is being updated as per state law, and to submit it by the end of this week to be passed on.
The Planning Commission also reviewed the proposed pool permit as requested and the recommendations were changed that the Council requested from the last Council meeting just.
Chair Tyler said he had spoken to the State Ombudsman Office requesting some training for the Planning Commission and would like to invite the Council, along with Springdale and Virgin to attend. It would be held in our Community Center the last week of January 2025. It would be either the 29th or the 30th, that's a Wednesday or Thursday.  He said he would let them know which day.  We would encourage everyone to attend.  Mayor Leach asked what is the training on? Chair Tyler said in the ground rules book and then also they're going to do an update of the training presented last month in Sandy. They gave an update with the latest information and court cases regarding land uses. The Ombudsman’s Office were willing to come and offer us the training. They're very amenable to our request to get that done. We would like to extend that invitation to others as well. Mayor Leach asked if this would include our required training. Chair Tyler said he would like to include that also and definitely try. Mayor Leach said it is such a small part of the meeting. It would seem if we've got everybody together that would be the best use of time. Chair Tyler said he agreed and made it mandatory for the required training. He will contact them and let them know. He said they had agreed to give us 3 hours of training but really don't have three hours’ worth of stuff. It would be very easy to slide that in there.
3.   PRESENTATION OF TOWN OF ROCKVILLE SURVEY RESULTS 2024-DR. VALLETT & ROGER CARTER: Mayor Leach introduced Dr. Vallett and Roger Carter who are teachers at SUU and had worked with the team to conduct the Town 2024 survey.  She said they will do the presentation of the results of the survey and then allow about 10 minutes for questions, if anybody has any. Dr. Vallett thanked the Council for the opportunity to be able to provide this service and work with the students to have this opportunity. This is an educational experience for them. It's an opportunity for them to interact with civic leaders and a community that's outside of the classroom. Tonight, as Mayor Leach mentioned, I will be reviewing the results from the survey and then I'll take 10 minutes to be able to answer any questions.  He said he is a professor of public administration at Southern Utah University, within the Master of Public Administration. Joining him was Doctor Roger Carter and Doctor Sandra Davis, who has joined our faculty. They are incredible assets to our students as well.  Before I dive into the results of the survey. He reminded the Council this was administered through both an online mechanism using the survey platform of Qualtrics and then was emailed using a list provided by the city and then also using what we call a paper and pen survey which was distributed through a mailing list also provided to us by the town. The online survey was opened from July 17th through August 8th.    Looking at the survey, as those results came in, we had a total of 141 individuals at least opened the survey. But after reviewing these results and removing duplications, which were people potentially attempting to take the survey twice, and removing responses that were not completed, we were left with 92 clean online survey responses and then 16 paper and pen completed surveys for a total of 108 responses, with a 6% margin of error.  He presented the slide show indicating the results.  (see attachment) 
Questions were then asked: Michael Evenson asked regarding the changes coming to the Park affecting SR-9 traffic that had been mentioned, could you specify what those? Dr. Vallett replied Zion National Park is developing the areas coming in from the East Entrance and then will not allow. oversized vehicles. That's going to push more traffic coming in from this direction, which is going to increase that speed and the traffic. Dr. Vallett congratulated the Town on completing surveys every 5 years to keep up with the ideas of the citizens. Danielle Davis stated concern that many things could be addressed if there were funding available.  Dr. Vallett said grants are more competitive and cannot be sustainable year after year.  Danielle Davis said people are dying off and there are not many young kids in town anymore.

Mayor Leach said when these surveys are done the Town tries to work on the desires expressed, however roadblocks and funding do prohibit every wish. Dr. Vallett said they are willing to help explore possible issues and address concerns.  (The survey is included in the minutes book)

Administrative Action Items

0. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF RESOLUTION #24-1113-01: A RESOLUTION TO SET THE MEETING DATES AND TIMES FOR THE ROCKVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE ROCKVILLE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE 2025 CALENDAR YEAR.: Mayor Leach said this resolution is required to be adopted annually and then must be posted.  The second Tuesday is still used for Planning Commission meetings and the Town Council meetings are set for the second Wednesday after the second Tuesday of each month. Michael Evenson MOVED to approve resolution #24-1113-01 to set the meeting dates for the calendar year 2025.  Jeff Ballard SECONDED the motion.

VOTE ON MOTION:

	   Michael Evenson – Aye
	   Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
	   Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
      Jeff Ballard – Aye

Motion passes unanimously.

0. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF RESOLUTION #24-1113-02:  A RESOLUTION APPROVING A NEW FORM ALONG WITH ASSOCIATED FEES IN CONNECTION WITH POOL PERMITS: Mayor Leach explained this resolution is to approve a new form in connection with pool permits. Chair Tyler alluded to the fact that that they had looked into this. We found that we didn't have a specific pool permit and our building permit is way excessive and didn't really address some of the issues specific to pools. This addresses those issues and will make a simpler pool permit application along with instructions. Mayor Leach reported we found out that for a pool, our building inspector requires 4 inspections through the construction process, so that is on our application. A plan review for pools is also required. The proposed form is a very specific for pools. She reminded everyone that we need to be water conservative minded.  She had asked the question to a pool contractor, and he did say that there have been studies done that a pool uses less water than landscape watering, by quite a bit. She also asked how much and how often the swimming pool would be refilled. The contractor said typically you could consider it being refilled every other year.  The contractor said they are considered to be 7000 gallons and need filled once every two years. Mayor Leach said this approval is only for the permit.  Jeff Ballard asked if the cost of the permit would include the inspections. Mayor Leach said no exact fee has yet been decided. But in doing a flat fee schedule it would include inspections.  She said currently, the Building Inspector charges $75 per inspection, and if he does a review, depending on what that might be, would also be included. Then you have the state surcharge on each permit of 10%.  The idea is to include wording in case of an additional inspection or charge.  Mayor Leach explained what we are looking at to approve tonight is the permit application form. Any questions? No other questions were asked.  Jeff Ballard MOVED to adopt resolution #24-1113-02 adopting a pool permit for the Town of Rockville. Megan Honer-Orton SECONDED the motion,

       VOTE ON MOTION:

  Michael Evenson – Aye
  Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
  Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
  Jeff Ballard – Aye
            Motion passes unanimously.
0. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF RESOLUTION #24-1113-03: A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INCREASE IN FEES IN CONNECTION TO GARBAGE BILLING AND COLLECTION:  Mayor Leach explained that at our last meeting the report was made that the County had increased the cost of garbage collection raising their fees effective January 1 of 2025. The monthly charge will now be assessed at $13.48, an increase of 2%.  For BluCan the charge would increase to $6.25, an increase of $ .15. Mayor Leach said the Town bills and collects for waste and then forwards the money on to the Solid Waste District. For doing this we charge $1.00 for billing and collecting each month, so the total will be $20.73 monthly.  Our billing would still continue on a quarterly basis. Mayor Leach
asked if there were any questions? Michael Evenson asked if the $20.75 is for both the Garbage and the BluCan with the $13.48 only being for Solid Waste, should someone not have a BluCan. Mayor Leach said yes. Mayor Leach said the attorney suggested that we include in the resolution the fees would increase yearly as Solid Waste increases yearly.  That way we would not have to address this every year, it would just automatically adjust to whatever they increase the cost to be. These increases would then be posted and residents notified regarding those increases.

Shirley Ballard stated concern that the Town should be charging more than $1.00 for the billing.  She said it should be increased a little. Mayor Leach said the Town was trying to be considerate of the residents.  Shirley Ballard said the Town should not be subsidizing the billing costs. Mayor Leach said postage does go up and then she asked those in attendance of the residents in the audience what if we increase our portion to $1.50 instead of a dollar. Would you find that a hardship? Or would you think that was reasonable? Mayor Leach said saw one thumb up. Do I see thumbs down another thumb up? Mayor Leach said we want to provide the service; we don't want to create hardship on our residents. Mayor Leach asked if $0.50 per month, not per quarter, would be acceptable to those here. Mayor Leach said the total right now would be $20.73 a month. With the additional $.50, then it would be $21.23.

Mayor Leach asked if the Council wanted to adjust the bills an additional $.50 or address it next year.  Michael Evenson stated there are more thumbs up in the audience than thumbs down.  Jeff Ballard MOVED to approve Resolution #24-1113-03 approving an increase in fees in connection to garbage billing and collection with the additional $.50 for the billing portion making the total $21.23 and then adjusting the costs as per Solid Waste yearly.  Michael Evenson SECONDED the motion. Mayor Leach said this resolution will be corrected to show $1.50 per month for the town. Thank you very much. We appreciate that.

0. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO APPROVE THE 2024 ANNUAL AUDIT:  Mayor Leach updated the Council that the Auditor had completed his audit for the Town of Rockville.  He found no issues to report, nor concerns, nor items to check. The auditor also reviewed the procedures and although some of the requirements are harder being such a small town. She noted no exceptions as a result of these procedures, so we were correct and did what we were supposed to do. Mayor Leach
said and for a little small town, I think we should be very, proud of ourselves for staying within our budget and that's good.  We as the Council just have to approve the fact that the audit was completed and accepted.  All agreed the audit was accepted. Jeff Ballard MOVED to approve and accept the audit as submitted.  Michael Evenson SECONDED the motion.
       
VOTE ON MOTION:

  Michael Evenson – Aye
  Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
  Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
  Jeff Ballard – Aye
       Motion passes unanimously.
0. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 9, 2024, REGULAR MEETING.:  Mayor Leach asked if there were any changes to the minutes from last month’s meeting.  No corrections were noted.  Jeff Ballard MOVED to approve the minutes from the October 9, 2024 regular Town Council meeting.  Michael Evenson SECONDED the motion.

       VOTE ON MOTION:

  Michael Evenson – Aye
  Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
  Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
  Jeff Ballard – Aye
        Motion passes unanimously.
0. [bookmark: _Hlk60830094]APPROVAL OF THE EXPENDITURES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2024: Mayor Leach asked if there were any questions on the expenditures for the month of October 2024.  No questions were asked.  Jeff Ballard MOVED to approve the expenditures as shown.  Mayor Leach SECONDED the motion. 

       VOTE ON MOTION:
            Michael Evenson – Aye
            Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
            Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
           Jeff Ballard – Aye
       Motion passes unanimously.
0. APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.: Mayor Leach asked if there were any questions or comments on the October 2024 Financial Statements.  No comments were made.  Megan Honer-Orton MOVED to approve the financial statements for October 2024 as shown.  Michael Evenson SECONDED the motion.  
       VOTE ON MOTION:

  Michael Evenson – Aye
  Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
  Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
  Jeff Ballard – Aye
       Motion passes unanimously.
ADMINISTRATIVE NON-ACTION ITEMS
1. Mayor and Council Member Reports
         
Mayor Pam Leach reported the asphalt has been replaced on DeMille Road where it was dug up for the Maintenance Building.  She stated the entrance to Bridge Road has been extended/widened and should help with traffic in and out on that road. Now stripping can be done to keep vehicles within the correct lane when turning in or going out.
Mayor Leach reported last Saturday, November 9, 2024 the annual Butch Cassidy run was held extending from Springdale to Grafton across the Bridge.  She said the 5k race had more participants than the main race.
Mayor Leach reminded everyone the annual Christmas Party will be held on Friday, December 6, 2024 at 6:00 pm at the Community Center and encouraged everyone to come out to support the event.  She invited them to bring a dessert also to share.
Mayor Leach reported Wreaths Across America will be held on December 20, 2024 where pine wreaths are placed at the Cemetery on all the Veterans graves.  She will be asking for volunteers.
Mayor Leach reminded everyone the dumpsters will be available this weekend and encouraged everyone to push their trash as far forward as possible to allow others to use the dumpsters fully.
Mayor Leach said County Commission Gil Almquist will bring gravel next week to spread along the pathway in the park.  He is donating his time to help out.

Michael Evenson had nothing to report.

Megan Honer-Orton reported this month’s Air Quality meeting, the concern was voiced                again regarding the many trucks hauling without covering the loads. Thus causing pollution.
  
Jeff Ballard reported the insulation on the maintenance building has begun and should be completed shortly.
Jeff Ballard reported the spray used for the Cemetery is holding well, but another spray may be              needed in the Spring.
Jeff Ballard reported all the water in the park and outside have been shut down for the winter, including the bathrooms.        
	ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Leach thanked everyone for attending. Michael Evenson MOVED to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 pm. Jeff Ballard SECONDED the motion. 

VOTE ON MOTION:

      Michael Evenson – Aye
      Megan Honer-Orton -Aye 
      Mayor Pam Leach – Aye
      Jeff Ballard – Aye
           Motion passes unanimously.
Shelley D. Cox 
Town Clerk   


THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL TOWN MEETINGS.  If you need special accommodation to participate in Town Meetings, please call the Town Clerk, Shelley D. Cox, at 772-0992 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting time.
 
