WOODLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session 
Woodland Hills City Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Dr. 
Tuesday, November 12, 2024

CONDUCTING	Brent T. Winder, Mayor

ELECTED OFFICIALS  Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, and Janet Lunt.  Kari Malkovich participated electronically 


STAFF PRESENT	Ted Mickelsen, Public Works Dir./Fire Chief 
Chris Helvey, Finance Director (electronically)
Jody Stones, City Recorder 
Wayne Frandsen, Zoning Enforcement and Planning Commission Chair
 		

1. Citizen Awards
Council Member Lunt acknowledged Mark and Tracy for their exceptional work as volunteers for Woodland Hills Days. She appreciated their enthusiastic approach and commended them for a well-done job. She expressed gratitude for their willingness to continue organizing next year while training new volunteers.

Chief Ted Mickelsen and Sergeant Garrett Dutson honored Rochelle Stone for her courageous actions during an incident on October 8th, when a backhoe rolled over on Summit Creek Drive, throwing the driver approximately 35 feet. Upon arriving at the scene, Rochelle found the driver unresponsive and immediately initiated life-saving efforts. Despite initial reports stating that the patient was not breathing, she performed CPR to help restore vital signs until Sergeant Dutson arrived with an AED. The driver was later transported to a Level 1 trauma center and has since been released from the ICU, though he is facing a challenging recovery. Sergeant Dutson remarked that many people hesitate to perform CPR, but Rochelle acted quickly, likely due to her medical training. To recognize her bravery, a proclamation was read and a plaque was presented to her as a symbol of appreciation for her heroic actions.


2. Interlocal Agreement with Elk Ridge City for Public Work Services and Coverage 
Ted Mickelsen mentioned that he is working on an interlocal agreement with Elk Ridge City to provide backup services when he is out of town or on vacation. 

The agreement has been reviewed by the city attorney, and the only missing information was the rate to be charged. After discussing it with Elk Ridge’s public works director today, they agreed on a rate of approximately $120.00 per hour. Elk Ridge City will pay our city when Ted is covering their services, and vice versa; however, coverage will only apply when services are actively being provided in the respective city. 

Ted is seeking authorization from the council for the mayor to sign the agreement once it is finalized.

3. Proposed Amendments to the Payson City Sewer Agreement
The city entered into an agreement with Payson in the early 2000s to treat the city’s wastewater. The contract included provisions for Payson to handle the operations and maintenance of the city’s infrastructure. However, over a year ago, Payson informed the city that they no longer wished to manage the operations and maintenance, and either the city could find someone else to take the wastewater or work with Payson on a new contract.  As a result, the city has been negotiating a revised agreement requiring Woodland Hills to assume the operations and maintenance of the city’s sewer system.  Initially, Ted hoped this change might lead to a small reduction in the sewer rates. However, Payson recently conducted a new rate study, which indicated that the base usage rate should be increased. Consequently, any potential savings of $2 or $3 will be offset by this increase in the base rate. 

The agreement has been sent to our attorney for review, and he has returned with a few minor revisions. He is now seeking authorization from the council for the mayor to sign the agreement once it is finalized.
 

4. Request for a Change in Zoning from Agricultural to R1-19 
Matt Nelson represented Reed and Robert Nelson during the meeting. They are requesting a change in zoning from agricultural to R1-19 for four separate parcels in the city, identified in the county tax records by the following serial numbers: 
- Serial #29:063:0025 (18.85 acres) 
- Serial #51:460:0001 (9.918 acres)
- Serial #30:076:0066 (19.87 acres) 
- Serial #44:059:0003 (5.25 acres) 

The owners of these parcels currently have no plans to develop the properties.. 

5. Recommendation for Appointment to the Community Development Committee
Council Member Malkovich noted that the Community Development Committee is seeking to replace Cody Chamberlain, who has moved from the city. The committee is recommending to the council that Brandi Johns be appointed.

6. Update on the Hiring Process for a Public Works Technician 
The city announced a job opening for a public works technician and began the application process. After reviewing the applications, the staff narrowed the candidates down to four. An interview panel of three staff members interviewed three candidates, and a job offer was sent to Toby Szalkowski.  After selling his business, Toby moved to the city a little over a year ago. 

7. Update on Grants and Proposals for New Grant Applications
a. Creative Aging- Kimberely Clayton shared that she is on the Utah Division of Arts and Museums' email list and found a grant offering $3,000 for organizations to run classes in various artistic categories. She suggested the city assess community interest before selecting the first class to offer. The grant would fund a professional artist or teacher for classes aimed at individuals aged 55 and older, running 8 to 12 weeks, and concluding with a celebration. The application deadline is next Monday, with funds available in January and the class completed by June. Mayor Winder asked about matching funds, but Ms. Clayton confirmed none are needed, just access to a city room. The Council approved her moving forward with the application, designating Council Members Lunt and Malkovich as liaisons.
b. UDOT Grant for Strategic and Community Development, Including the General Plan
Council Member Malkovich mentioned the survey is still open, and residents are encouraged to participate. 

c. Woodland Hills Culvert Project—
Ted reported that the city began the Mitigation Basin project a few years ago, funded by the NRCS. This project is currently in the environmental review phase. It involves capturing water and directing it down Broad Hollow to Autumn Leaf Circle, before returning it to the drainage system. To implement this, the city needs to install culverts along Broad Hollow, beneath driveways and roads. 

However, the NRCS Mitigation Basin project does not cover the costs of the culverts. Therefore, we approached FEMA to request funding. We have been working on this process with FEMA for about six to eight months. Last week, we completed all the necessary documentation, and they awarded the city the portion of the grant designated for engineering fees. This means the city can now consult with an engineer to begin the design process. The grant operates on a 90/10 matching basis, with 90% covered by federal funds and 10% by the city, which will amount to a couple of thousand dollars. 

Once the city finishes the engineering design, we can submit it back to FEMA for review. If everything aligns correctly, they will provide us with the construction funding needed to install the culverts along Broad Hollow. This grant will only cover the final design of the culverts, and the engineer will also need to provide an estimate for FEMA. Overall, the project is estimated to cost around $220,000, meaning approximately $22,000 will come from the city. The Mitigation Basin project remains in the environmental review phase, which will take some time to conclude. 

However, moving forward with the engineering design is a crucial step toward installing the culverts.

d. Ready, Set, Go—
Ted mentioned that the fire department applies for this grant every year. It is a $20,000 grant with a 25% match that is used for chipping in the fall.  

e. Dept. of Workforce Grant for revising the City Subdivision Ordinance to comply with Senate Bill 174
Wayne Frandsen reported that the city is working with Mike Hansen to rewrite the city’s subdivision ordinance. Once the city receives the revision, it will be sent to our attorneys for their review.  The council will need to adopt the revised ordinance before the end of the year. 
f. 2024 Utah County Recreation Grant
The city recorder reported that the County Commissioner met and approved the grant request submitted by the city for $1,000 in recreation funds. These funds will be used for improvements at the city park, primarily to replace the wood chips in the playground area.

Mayor Winder asked the council if there were any objections to amending the agenda order to hear the Audit report. Hearing no objections, the agenda was amended accordingly. (See minutes under #12)

8. September 2024 Financials and Check Disbursements
Chris Helvey noted that there were no changes in the September 2024 financials. The council should expect to see increased spending on snowplowing as winter approaches..   
9. Department Updates
a. Public Works- 
Ted mentioned the need to include the Trail Study Grant in our funding proposals. These funds will be specifically allocated for conducting a study.

The road to the Broadhollow Well has been graded, and the road base has been laid down. The contractor will continue to work on this project throughout the winter. Additionally, the conduit for three-phase power has been installed.

The engineering for the pavement preservation plan has been completed. It recommends micro-sealing on four miles of road. This project is set to go out to bid tomorrow. West Loafer is mostly finished.

b. Fire Department- 
Ted is looking to put together a final evaluation of the wildland crew and bring it back to the council for a decision on whether or not to continue with the program. 

c. Code Enforcement- 
Wayne Frandsen informed the council that, as the Zoning Enforcement Officer, he can draft rules that, once approved, become enforceable ordinances. He noted that current violations of the ordinances lack significant consequences and proposed an alternative: shutting off water supply for those who fail to pay fines or comply.

Wayne suggested revising regulations for Title 10, granting himself and Ted the authority to shut off water at locations with ongoing violations. A 30-day notice would be given to residents. While some might see this as extreme, the intention is to compel compliance, especially for those with temporary occupancy permits who often neglect to meet standards for a permanent permit. If residents do not comply, a certificate of non-compliance would be recorded, which could impede their ability to secure financing or sell their homes. Although these measures could lead to prolonged issues. The goal is to achieve resolution in a constructive manner.

Mayor Winder expressed that he does not necessarily agree with this approach.    

After extensive discussions, the council agreed that it could not support shutting off water to compel residents to comply with city ordinances. Instead, they decided to continue zoning enforcement by issuing fines and recording Non-Compliances with the county, after exploring all other options.
10. Mayor and City Council 
· Mayor Winder- SESD, MAG/COG: Mayor Winder- Mayor Winder had nothing to report.  
· Council Member Hillyard—Dry Creek Transfer Station: Council Member Hillyard stated that the city has been receiving dumpsters for tree removal from the transfer station at a reduced cost since the late fall storm. 
· Council Member Hutchings- SUVMWA and Mt. Nebo Water: Council Member Hutchings reported that during a recent Mt. Nebo meeting, the mayor of Genola was recognized for his service with the association. The SUVMWA canceled its meeting this month. 
· Council Member Kynaston-911 Special Service District: Council Member Kynaston mentioned that the district is transitioning to new radios. This switch has been particularly challenging. The radios owned by the city will need to be reprogrammed.
· Council Member Lunt-. Council Member Lunt addressed a Facebook page that claims to be the "official page" of Woodland Hills. She proposed that the city consider sending a cease and desist letter to the individual making this claim.

Sergeant Dutson mentioned that he has spoken with the Utah County Attorney's Office and is waiting for their response.

Council Member Lunt expressed her concerns, stating that as the Council Member responsible for communications, action needs to be taken. She emphasized that this matter is not about targeting an individual but rather about addressing the problematic claim that this person is representing the city's official social media page when they are not. In her opinion, this situation constitutes a violation of some kind.

In terms of upcoming events, Santa will be coming to Woodland Hills on December 14th. More information will be provided in the upcoming city newsletter, as well as on the city’s social media page and website.

Glenn Anderson created a video about the recent Trunk or Treat event sponsored by the city, which she encouraged the council to watch.

· Council Member Malkovich—South Utah Valley Animal Shelter: Council Member Malkovich mentioned the shelter discussed at some length Best Friends Animal Society Pilot Community Cat Program Proposal.  The Return-to-field (RTF) is an animal control program where free roaming outdoor cats (also known as community cats) enter the shelter, are sterilized, vaccinated, ear-tipped, and returned to the original location they were found. Council Member Kynaston would like the council to fully support the pilot program that Best Friends is wanting to put into place. Council Member Malkovich added that the Animal Shelter Board did not come to a conclusion on whether or not they would support or participate in the pilot program.  She believes there are both positives and negatives that need to be looked at. 
Council Member Kynaston commented that he has personally worked with Best Friends in Kanab for many years and believes they do tremendous work in that area. He shared a personal story about his neighbor, who used to feed 13 feral cats until she passed away, and he expressed concern about the current whereabouts of those cats. Kynaston emphasized that he thinks cats are amazing animals.

Council Member Malkovich noted that, in light of the overall situation, the state aims to establish a no-kill zone, a position supported by the governor and several other entities. However, he stressed the importance of considering Dr. Bott's insights, highlighting that we should not focus solely on the cat population but also prioritize the health of the cats.

Council Member Kynaston believes that properly caring for these cats will save money in the long run. He stated that if a cat is trapped and found to be diseased, it should not be returned, as he considers this the right approach to handling sick cats. While he acknowledged that some cats may need to be euthanized, he views this as a necessary part of the process. He is seeking the council's opinion on whether he should continue discussions with Best Friends to include their city in the list of Utah municipalities working to reduce the number of cats that are killed. He further mentioned that Best Friends has successfully implemented programs in 15 cities, covering the costs of spaying and neutering, which can alleviate financial burdens for individuals. He expressed his willingness to pursue this initiative and indicated that he is ready to take the lead in getting the city on board, regardless of the animal shelter's involvement. 

11. Fraud Risk Assessment
After completing the Fraud Risk Assessment, Chris Helvey was happy to report the city scored 355 out of 395 points, which puts the city in the low-risk category. 

12. 2024 Financial Audit Report
John Haderlie participated in the meeting via Zoom. Mr. Haderlie is with Larsen and Company, responsible for the 2024 Municipal Audit Report this year.

Mr. Haderlie reported that everything went very smoothly. They received all the necessary information and spent some time at the city. All the feedback from the staff was positive, which is great to hear. He commended the staff for their hard work, stating that they do an excellent job and that issues are rarely encountered. He does not expect any significant problems during the audit. 

Mr. Haderlie then provided the audit opinions. The financial statement received an unmodified opinion, which is favorable, along with a clean audit report.

The council discussed the fraud risk assessment and how the city could aim to improve its score. Mr. Haderlie suggested establishing best practices and, at the start of each meeting, inquiring whether any council members have conflicts of interest regarding items on the agenda.

He continued by stating that his company's opinion on the financial statements is unmodified and unqualified, meaning there were no unresolved issues that necessitated changes in the audit report. The next report required is for the State Auditor. This year, they reviewed budgetary compliance to ensure budget integrity. They examined any restricted taxes or revenues to confirm that they were being maintained separately and spent appropriately. 

Mr. Haderlie emphasized the importance of discussing the fraud risk assessment, noting that it shows the council is engaged with the content of the document. 

He also discussed the structure of the city, the staff members, and the type of system used. He pointed out that using Pelorus adds a layer of control because it limits the ability to alter the software, in contrast to other systems.
13. Possible Items for Upcoming Meeting
The next city council meeting is scheduled for December 10th. 


Adjourn – The council closed the work session at 8:54 p.m. 



WOODLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
City Council Meeting  
Woodland Hills City Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Dr. 
Tuesday, November 12th 2024

CONDUCTING	Brent T. Winder, Mayor

ELECTED OFFICIALS  Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, and Janet Lunt. Kari Malkovich participated electronically. 

STAFF PRESENT	Ted Mickelsen, Public Works Dir./Fire Chief 
Chris Helvey, Finance Director 
Jody Stones, City Recorder 
Wayne Frandsen, Zoning Enforcement and Planning Commission Chair

  
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Winder called the meeting of the City Council of Woodland Hills, Utah, to order at 9:00 p.m. 

Council Member Lunt offered an invocation.

Council Member Hutchings led the pledge. 


PUBLIC COMMENT

 No public was heard. 


CONSENT AGENDA
  
MOTION: Council Member Lunt moved to approve the minutes from the October 8, 2024, City Council Meeting  
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hutchings. 
VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion passed.



BUSINESS and DISCUSSION

19.  Approval to Enter into an Agreement with Elk Ridge
MOTION: Council Member Hutchings moved to authorize Mayor Winder to sign the Agreement with Elk Ridge for Public Work Services. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Kynaston.
VOTE: Roll Call Vote. Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. The motion passed unanimously.

20.  Approval to Amend the Payson Sewer Agreement 
MOTION: Council Member Hillyard called for a motion to table the approval of the Payson Sewer Agreement until the council had an updated agreement to review.  
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Lunt. 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. 

The motion passed unanimously.


21.  Forwarding of Request for a Change in Zoning from Agricultural to R1-19
MOTION: Council Member Hillyard to forward the request to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation.  
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hutchings noting for the record some reservations.
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. 

The motion passed unanimously.

22.  Resolution 2024-31 Appointing a Member to the Community Development Committee

MOTION: Council Member Malkovich moved to appoint Brandi Johns to the Community Development Committee.
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hillyard. 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. 

The motion passed unanimously. 



23.  Approval to Complete the Application for the Creative Aging Grant
       This item did not require a motion of approval. 
24.  Resolution 2024-32 Approving September 2024 Funds Disbursements

MOTION: Council Member Lunt moved to approve the September 2024 Fund Disbursements. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hutchings. 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. 

25.  Vote to Accept the Fraud Risk Assessment

MOTION: Council Member Hillyard moved to accept the Fraud Risk Assessment pending a change to item #4. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Kynaston. 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea


26.  Vote to Accept the 2024 Fiscal Year Audit Report 

MOTION: Council Member Lunt moved to accept the 2024 Fiscal Year Audit Report. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Malkovich. 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea
  
Motion to enter a Closed Session to discuss pending or imminent litigation. 
MOTION: Council Member Hillyard. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Lunt 
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea

Move to a closed session at 9:19 p.m.



CLOSED SESSION 


MOTION: Council Member Hutchings moved to adjourn the closed session and move back into the regularly scheduled city council meeting.  
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Kynaston.   
VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea


ADJOURNMENT


MOTION: Council Member Hillyard moved to adjourn the meeting. 

SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Malkovich.

VOTE: Council Member Ben Hillyard, Council Member Brian Hutchings, Council Member Dorel Kynaston, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Kari Malkovich voted yea. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:46 p.m.


/s/ Jody Stones	 Jody Stones, City Recorder
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