History of Lands Granted to
Utah at Statehood
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The Utah Enabling Act of
1894

From the late 18t century through the middle of the
20 century, the federal government granted control of
millions of acres of federal land to each state as it
entered the Union. Many states exhausted this
resource. Utah, along with many other western states,
retains much of this heritage either in land, in a
permanent fund, or both.
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The CEP continues: “In general, the system of common
schools was the beneficiary. In addition to complying
with the trustor’s instructions, the trustee was charged
with a series of responsibilities governing how the trust
should be managed. Essentially, these responsibilities
included managing the trust honestly, skillfully, in good
faith, and in the best interest of the trust and beneficiary.
The trustee...had to manage the asset (the granted land)
in the best interest and for the benefit of the beneficiary
(the schools). Thus, the federal land grants, through this
trust system, established a triangle of influence and
control among the federal government, the states...and
the schools.






