Payson City Library Board
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 13, 2024
Payson City Center, Development Services Conference Room
7:30 PM

In attendance: Emily Edman, Jenny Hinton, Brittany Johnson, Debra Kelley, Anne Moss, Amy Pitcher, Susannah Keate

The regularly scheduled Payson City Board Meeting meeting was held on the 13th of November in the year 2024 in the Development Services Conference Room of the Payson City Center. Amy motioned to begin the meeting, and Brittany seconded. Brittany motioned for the previous meeting’s minutes to be accepted. Jenny seconded the motion and all were in favor. 

Agenda
A. Call to Order 
B. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting 
a. Minutes approved
C. Public Comment  
a. Jace, Payson resident. He expressed concern over labeling certain books in the library. He is here to discuss action points that surfaced at the city council meeting. 
b. Erica Ashby was also at the city council meeting and responded that she was also there to address concerns brought up at the library.
c. Jason Sands, city attorney, addressed the concerns brought up at the city council meeting and let the patrons know that they are welcome to make additional comments about their concerns. His understanding, based on their request, is that labeling cannot be done because it is a censorship issue. Books are covered under the First Amendment; authors can put out anything they want. We have obscenity laws in the US that can come into play, but the books in question do not contain obscenity and therefore are not eligible for additional labeling or taken out of the library. 
d. Patron commented that she had seen books with labels.
e. Dona, the library director, responded that that book in particular had been missed and labeling books on their spine was no longer part of their process.
f. Erica stated that she is not asking for the book to be removed from the library, she is concerned about the book being contained in a sealed kit. She brought the book home and discovered it was a book she would not knowingly have taken home if she had been able to review the book in advance. 
g. Amy clarified that what they were looking for was the kit to be labeled with additional information about what is in each kit. Erica confirmed yes. 
h. Colton Ashby commented that he is asking for transparency in book kit labeling. 
i. Jace presented a petition signed by members of Payson. 
j. Dona presented the library’s solution: labeling boxes and explained the reason for why the book kits were zip-tied. The kits were frequently losing parts and pieces; kits are recommended to have parental supervision because of small parts. Dona also presented the updated version of how the book kits are viewed in the library catalog; each catalog entry now has a link to view all materials within the book kit. Every item has a link to an Amazon page with additional publisher information, author, reviews, etc. 
k. Dona walked the board and patrons through the new catalog review and Jason Sands added additional comments about his reasoning and analysis about the book in question. 
l. Anne Moss, city council representative, commented that tensions are high based on the issue in question. She voiced her support for librarians and libraries and made recommendations that repair work be done on both sides of the issue. She voiced support for the librarians and was clear that librarians felt attacked and were fearful because of the harsh words on both sides. She also voiced support for patrons and their concerns. 
m. Erica commented that this is not the teen section, this is the children’s section. She reiterated concerns that she does not want kids seeing this kind of content. 
n. Amy engaged in a dialogue with Erica about how she has approached this issue with her own kids. 
o. Anne: the library needs to serve every one of all ages and ideologies. 
p. Jason: I will sit down with the city manager to ensure the new labeling system goes far enough. 
q. Back and forth discussion about the content of the book, Hawaiian culture, and the nature of the intention of the book. 
r. Sarah Ogden commented that she was the first person to check out the kit. She was halfway through the book in question and chose to not finish the book. She mentioned that her trust in the library was shaken by a book with this content. 
s. Anne: It is your right as a parent to not allow anything you don’t want into your home, but we must find common ground between policies and personal ideologies. 
t. Dona: the library has 40,000 books in the library; it is impossible for us to label or understand every single book. 
u. Colton: Proposed if gender “identity” is less offensive than gender “ideology”, could that label be used instead? The library board reaffirmed that labeling is not an option due to the First Amendment. 
v. Brittany motioned to close the public comment period. Jenny seconded. All in favor.
D. Reports 
a. Friends of the Library President 
i. Book Walk Update
1. Brittany and a few librarians will meet with Wes from the Payson City Parks department on Tuesday, 11/19 at 11:30 am at Spring Lake to plot out the storywalk. 
ii. Poetry Contest
1. 2025 will be the library’s second year hosting a poetry contest. The Friends are improving upon last year’s contest. 
b. City Council Member 	
i. Parking Lot Plans & Discussion
1. Anne talked with Dave about the bid moving forward in the spring. The plan is to get it started in the spring.
ii. Feasibility Study Update
1. Karl Teemant passed out a draft of the request for proposal (RFP) for the feasibility study. We will need a minimum of three bids in order to move forward. Library board members will review RFP and comment.
c. Library Director 
i. Main Street Reconstruction Effects on Library
1. Traffic is starting to pick up after the main street reconstruction. 	
E. Appreciation Dinner
a. Dona would still like to host a dinner for the board in January or February. 
F. Festival of Wreaths
a. Proposal to have people donate wreaths to the library for display; the public can bid on them via a silent auction. If we opened the contest now, we could have the auction the first week of December. 
i. Wreaths must be submitted by December 3rd (at the latest)
ii. Wreaths will be displayed, and auctioned live, until mid-December (12/13)
b. Sarah Ogden, member of the public, suggested we could combine the wreath auction with a bake sale. The board agreed this was a good idea; and suggested we would table it for next year to give more time to plan.
c. Candace (librarian) will make a poster to hang in the library.
d. Brittany will check with the Chronicle 
e. Audrey (Friends member) will put it on the Friends Facebook page
f. Molly (librarian) will put the announcement on the library’s Facebook and Instagram
g. Brittany will get the silent auction form to Amy and she will modify
h. We will need to number each wreath
G. Updates or improvements on community library perception from the last meeting discussion
H. Karl discussed getting some all-terrain wheelchairs so that outdoor access is available for everyone via a grant. 
I. Karl recommended Katie Apgood could do an outreach post highlighting the adventure kits.
Next meeting: February 12, 2025, at 7 PM

Motion to dismiss: Brittany motioned to adjourn the meeting. Susannah seconded. All in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 



