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[bookmark: _GoBack]TOOELE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
May 28, 2014

Place:	Tooele City Hall Council Chambers
	90 North Main Street, Tooele Utah

Commission Members Present: 
Matt Robinson, Chair
Tom Poyner
Shauna Bevan
Phil Montano
Russell Spendlove
Ray Smart
Chris Sloan
Melanie Hammer

Commission Member Not Present:
Steve Dale

City Employees Present:
Roger Baker, City Attorney
Rachelle Custer, City Planner
Jim Bolser, Public Works and Community Development Director

Council Member Present:
Councilman Pruden

Minutes prepared by Elisa Jenkins

Chairman Robinson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He excused Councilwoman Winn.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Robinson.

2. Roll Call

Matt Robinson, Present
Phil Montano, Present
Chris Sloan, Present
Steve Dale, Not Present
Melanie Hammer, Present
Tom Poyner, Present
Ray Smart, Present
Shauna Bevan, Present
Russell Spendlove, Present

3. Recommendation for Murray Subdivision Amended.  A two lot .88 acre subdivision located at 411 South 1370 East.

Presented by Rachelle Custer

Ms. Custer explained that Mr. Murray is requesting approval on the final plat to create a two lot .88 acre subdivision that creates lots 101 and 102 of the Murray Subdivision amended.  This subdivision was before the Commission previously to combine these two lots and vacate the easements but Mr. Murray has sense decided to subdivide the lot into two lots again.  This re-establishes what were Loma Vista lots 22 and 23 and creates lots 101 and 102 of the Murray Subdivision amended.  The minimum lot size in this zone is 12,000 square feet and these lots are around 14,000 square feet.  Staff recommends approval

Commissioner Hammer asked when this was before the Commission to combine the lots.

Ms. Custer stated in was in April 2013.

Commissioner Hammer asked how often a developer can combine lots and subdivide lots.

Ms. Custer stated as often as the developer would like.

Commissioner Hammer asked what the fee is to subdivide the lots?

Ms. Custer said it is $250 per plat plus $80 per lot.

Commissioner Sloan moved to forward a positive recommendation of the City Council for the Murray Subdivision Amended final plat request by Brandon Murray for the purpose of creating a two lot residential subdivision at 411 South 1370 East, based on the findings listed in the staff report dated May 28, 2014 and subject to the following conditions:

1. That all requirements of the Tooele City Engineering and Public Works Divisions are satisfied throughout the development of the site and the construction of all buildings on the site, including permitting.
2. That all requirements of the Tooele City Building Division are satisfied throughout the development of the site and the construction of all buildings on the site, including permitting.
3. That all requirements of the geotechnical report are satisfied throughout the development of the site and the construction of all buildings on the site.  

Commissioner Smart seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows: Commissioner Montano, “Aye”, Commissioner Sloan, “Aye”, Commissioner Hammer, “Aye”, Commissioner Poyner, “Aye”, Commissioner Smart, “Aye”, Commissioner Bevan, “Aye”, and Chairman Robinson, “Aye”.  


4. Review and Approval of Planning Commission minutes for meeting held May 14, 2014.

Commissioner Smart noted that in the minutes it says that Mr. Beacham read a letter from his father that lives adjacent to the Winn’s property.  He said that Mr. Beacham’s dad lives in Grantsville but owns the property adjacent to the Winn’s.

Commissioner Hammer asked if the letter that Mr. Beacham read should be included with the minutes or simply stated in the minutes what was read.

Mr. Baker said that a letter that is read in a public hearing is part of the record and can be included with the minutes.

Chairman Robinson said that Mr. Beacham read the letter but did not leave a copy of the letter.

Commissioner Hammer noted that in the future they should ask the person to leave a copy of the letter that they read in a public hearing.

Mr. Baker said that is appropriate to ask them to leave a copy of the letter that they read.  He said that it is a matter of practice.

Chairman Robinson noted that in the future if someone reads a letter he will ask them to leave a copy for the minutes.

Ms. Custer stated that they usually ask for letters that are read.  Mr. Beacham left the meeting before they could get a copy.

Commissioner Smart asked what if someone says something in a public hearing that it not true.  For example if someone states that building a shed will block their view of the mountain but it really doesn’t and they are just coming to the public hearing to try to get something blocked for personal reasons he feels that shouldn’t be allowed.  In the previous meeting Mr. Beacham said that his dad’s view would be blocked but his dad lives in Grantsville.

Mr. Baker noted that the public can say whatever they want as long as it is not criminal.  They can slander and risk being sued later, which begs the question as to how, the Commission would know.  

Commissioner Smart noted the other neighbor said it would block his view also and after Commissioner Smart realized where he lived he could not see how a shed would block his view.  He said that the Commission needs to stay professional but they have to deal with comments made that are personal.  He asked if the public needs to be held accountable for what they say when it is not true.

Mr. Bolser noted that the Commission needs to deal with facts not opinions.  The Commission can ask specific questions, such as which home is yours? Where do you live in relation to the property?  A lot of the time they will clarify their way right out of their opinion.

Mr. Baker said that what the Commission is considering is not emotion, not opinion, it is evidence.  The Commission can consider a blocked view, and they can make conditions by moving a building, but the Commission should ask how much it blocks their view and the public should have photographs or drawings to show evidence.  It is their burden to prove.

Councilman Pruden said that a citizen came in during a public hearing at a City Council meeting a few years ago and was upset because he had spent $30,000 on solar panels for his home and there was an approval process in place for an apartment building being built next his home and he said that the apartment building would block the sun to his solar panels.  The Council went to his home to look to see how it would block the sun.  The apartment building was hundreds of feet away and would not block the sun.  What he was saying was not true, but he was emotionally upset about it.

Commissioner Hammer moved to approve the minutes for the Planning Commission meeting held May 14, 2014 as presented.  Commissioner Bevan seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:  Commissioner Montano, “Aye”, Commissioner Sloan, “Aye”, Commissioner Hammer, “Aye”, Commissioner Poyner, “Aye”, Commissioner Smart, “Aye”, Commissioner Bevan, “Aye”, and Chairman Robinson, “Aye”.  

5. Adjourn

Commissioner Robinson moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.

Approved this 11th day of June 2014

____________________________________________________ 
Chairman Matt Robinson
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