WOODLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session 
Woodland Hills City Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Dr. 
Tuesday, September 24, 2024

CONDUCTING	Brent T. Winder, Mayor

ELECTED OFFICIALS  Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich


STAFF PRESENT	Ted Mickelsen, Public Works Dir./Fire Chief 
Chris Helvey, Finance Director 
Jody Stones, City Recorder 
Wayne Frandsen, Zoning Enforcement and Planning Commission Chair

  OTHERS 	Kyden Naylor
	Kelli Christensen 
	Sherri Burger
	Monica Winder
	Ken Berg
	Aubree Nielson
	Brynlie Nielson
	

1. Proposal to Approve an Amended Plat for Bellview Subdivision Phase B 
Wayne Frandsen mentioned he was willing to address any questions the council may have. The Planning Commission reviewed the proposal last week, but unfortunately, the developer was not present at that time. Ken Berg, the engineer for the proposed development, is present at tonight's meeting. When the planning commission and city council approved the final plat, there was a requirement that the developer remove all the fill dirt placed on the property, particularly 20 + feet of dirt that was placed in the ravine. The developers reached out to Ted and asked if there was an alternative to removing the fill dirt. A meeting was held on the property, and potential alternative options were discussed. Ted Mickelsen recommended an alternative solution that seems to be acceptable to the developer. However, there was and is still some hesitation on the part of the planning commission in moving forward with the recommendation. The hesitation is the undocumented and unobserved dirt that was put on the property. The council has been provided with a letter dated June 11, 2019, from Bill Turner with CMT Engineering, outlining the type of soil that was supposed to be placed and the proper procedure for doing so. None of which was followed. In addition to this, what was done contradicts city ordinances. A few days later, on June 14, 2019, Mr. Turner wrote another letter explaining that 3 feet of fill had been placed in the ravine. Mr. Frandsen went on to explain that from 2019 to the present, fill dirt continued to be placed without permission, and attempts to have the developer address the concerns have been unsuccessful. During the on-site visit, the city was informed that an associate of Bill Turner's was assigned the task of observing and documenting the initial 12 feet of dirt.  During the past five years, city officials would often drive by the property and notice work being done without the approval of the city.  The city would contact the developer and hear nothing back.  At one point the city placed a “stop work” sign on the property.  An email was written to Steve McCleary, the acting project manager, informing him of the stop work order. As far as the city knew, the work had stopped. However, during the onsite visit, it was learned that more than 20 feet of fill had been placed on the site. The city also received a letter from the county health department noting that three of lots would require a self-contained septic system.  Despite the hesitancy of the planning commission, the commission voted to recommend to the city council approval of the final plat with the suggestion that the following statement be included with the other notes on the recoded mylar: 
“The approval and recordation of this subdivision plat does not guarantee or assure a building permit can or will be issued. All lots in this subdivision must complete individual soil exploration and percolation tests and obtain approval of individual septic systems from the Utah County Health Department before Woodland Hills City can issue a building permit. If acceptable soil conditions are not found in a large enough area for a drain field within each lot, then a septic system will not be approved, and a building permit will not be issued for that lot.”
The council discussed the planning commission’s recommendation, how best to address the building height concerns due to the additional fill being placed on the property and the compaction of the road that is to be built as part of the development.  

Ted Mickelsen spoke to Nate Pack, who was assigned by Bill Turner to observe the placement of the dirt. Mr. Pack told Ted that he completed a daily observation report on his phone and then sent those reports to his boss, Bill Turner. Mr. Pack noted that there were roughly 8 feet of dirt placed beyond the initial 12 feet that was not documented, nor did he observe it.  The recommendation from Bill Turner to the city is to remove only two of the 8 feet of undocumented dirt. Ted recommended that the city require them to remove three feet, then perform a test roll as in looking at pictures, there are some things that cause him some concern. If the proof roll passes, the developer would then need to put down geo-tech fabric and bring in sub-base material to build it up. If the proof roll fails, the developer would need to take some additional fill out until a good proof roll occurs. Ted added that what is being proposed for the Bell Subdivision is similar to what is being done on West Loafer. 

Council Member Malkovich spoke to several items that are of concern to her. She does not want the city to have to pay for a developer's mistakes when it comes to having to rebuild or repair a road. 

Ted continued to discuss the bonding options. The developer can put up a bond for 100% of the improvements and then record the plat. If they choose not to record the subdivision, they place a cash bond of 10% of the improvements, complete the improvements, and then record the plat. In this case, the city is looking to hang onto the bond for two years. 

Council Member Malkovich reminded the council of what had happened with Northview Circle. Despite reassurances from the developer and the city engineer, the city ended up having to pay to rebuild the road.

Council Member Hutchings asked what would happen if, after 3 feet, good material was not found.

Ted indicated that if a proof roll finds the soil to be unstable, the city will require the developer to move forward until good compactible soil is found.

 Council Member Hutchings inquired if the property was grubbed before any of the dirt was placed.  

Ken Berg, the project civil engineer, felt the council should refer to Ted’s recommendation. He indicated he has spoken with the developer and she is fine with adding notes to the plat concerning septic systems. He believes the county is pushing the alternative system as their new standard and what was stated in the letter is nothing out of the ordinary.

Council Member Hutchings asked if Mr. Berg would be leading the project. 

Mr. Berg clarified that he is only responsible for putting a plan together, while CMT would handle the testing. 

Council Member Malkovich requested assurance that the city would measure building height for any proposed homes on the newly created lots based on elevations prior to the dirt being put on the property, rather than newly created elevations.

Council Member Hutchings discussed the work that was outlined in CMT’s initial letter back in 2019, which the developer did not follow up on. He anticipated some resistance from the developer who might want something different. However, his concern is that based on the developer's history with the city, he does not believe they will adhere to any plan proposed by the city. He wants it to be very clear that if the council approves the amended plan and it is not followed, there will be immediate consequences. He added that the developer has not played by the rules over and over again. 
 
Both Council Member Hillyard and Council Member Malkovich agreed with Council Member Hutchings's views. 

Mr. Berg indicated he does not feel the project will start until next spring and that there is plenty of time for the city to relay their expectations to the developer.  
 
Chairman Frandsen reminded the council that this development has been delayed multiple times because the developer has not completed the required tasks in a timely manner according to city ordinances. 

Resident Aubree Nielson asked if the council would consider making the road in the proposed subdivision private to ensure that any issues with the road would be the responsibility of either the developers or the homeowners who purchased property on the road.


2. June 2024 Financials and Check Disbursements 

Chris Helvey noted he received a few comments from the council concerning why there are some credits. The credits are due to a gap in when the reconciliation of the end of the fiscal year is done. 

Council Member Lunt inquired about the expense of the radios in the fire department budget. 

Chief Mickelsen mentioned that the new radios cost around $3,500 each.


3. July 2024 Financials and Check Disbursements 

No additional questions. 




4. Mayor and City Council 
· Mayor Winder—SESD, MAG/COG: Mayor Winder had nothing to report on MAG/COG. SESD's lawsuit has been settled. 
· Council Member Hillyard—Dry Creek Transfer Station: Council Member Hillyard had nothing to report.  
4. Council Member Hutchings- South Utah Valley Municipal Water Association and Mt. Nebo Water Association: Council Member Hutchings reported Mt. Nebo received the rest of the grant for the modeling. The next South Valley meeting will be in October. 
· Council Member Kynaston-Central Utah 911: Council Member Kynaston noted the changeover in radios is a work in progress.  One of the things that has happened is other dispatch centers are giving raises to their employees.  If the district does not remain competitive, employees will leave.  The district is always hiring. Typically, 2 out of 4 that are trained leave within two months. Cities in the county are using cameras more and more.  There are several calls that the dispatch center is getting that are not being sent to the right dispatch center. 12% of the calls are having to be re-routed.  
· Council Member Lunt- Council Member Lunt acknowledged the stake service project that was done and the wonderful job they did. The deadline for the newsletter is coming up.   She still needs an article from Ted and Wayne. She reported that Woodland Hills Day was great.  Friday night seems to be the big night. Her concern was losing people in the transition with breakfast at the city center and the parade at the park. Trunk or Treat is already planned.  Kathy Anderson is in charge. 
· Council Member Malkovich- Council Member Malkovich reported the cost to spay and neuter at the animal shelter has gone up. The CFP grant that the city applied for was not approved. They received 80 submissions.  The next round will be in March. 

5. Possible Items for Upcoming Meeting
Potentially, revisiting the durable bonds is a good idea. 

Adjourn – The council closed the work session at 7:55 p.m. 


WOODLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
City Council Meeting  
Woodland Hills City Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Dr. 
Tuesday, September 10th 2024

CONDUCTING	Brent T. Winder, Mayor

ELECTED OFFICIALS  Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich 

STAFF PRESENT	Ted Mickelsen, Public Works Dir./Fire Chief 
Chris Helvey, Finance Director 
Jody Stones, City Recorder 
Wayne Frandsen, Zoning Enforcement and Planning Commission Chair

   OTHERS 	Kyden Naylor
	Kelli Christensen 
	Sherri Burger
	Monica Winder
	Ken Berg
	Aubree Nielson
	Brynlie Nielson


CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Winder called the meeting of the City Council of Woodland Hills, Utah, to order at 8:00 p.m. 

Council Member Malkovich offered an invocation.

Kyden Naylor offered the invocation. 


PUBLIC COMMENT

Sherri Burger informed the council that she had checked with Lori and that the city has received the funds from the Utah Outdoor Grant. The amount of the grant was $2800.00 

CONSENT AGENDA
  
MOTION: Council Member Lunt moved to approve the minutes from the September 10th, 2024, City Council Meeting  
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hutchings. 
VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion passed.


BUSINESS and DISCUSSION
12. Approval of the Amended Plat B for Bellview Subdivision 
MOTION: Council Member Hillyard moved to approve the amended plat with the new engineering and septic note. 
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Malkovich
VOTE: Roll Call Vote. Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich voted yes. The motion passed.

13. Resolution 2024-28 Approving the June 2024 Check Disbursements
MOTION: Council Member Hutchings moved to approve Resolution 2024-28 June 2024 Check Disbursements.
SECOND: The motion seconded by Council Member Hillyard
VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion passed.

14. Resolution 2024-29 Approving the July 2024 Check Disbursements
MOTION: Council Member Hutchings moved to approve Resolution 2024-29 July 2024 Check Disbursements.   
SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Hillyard. 
VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt., and Kari Malkovich. The motion passed.


MOTION: Council Member Lunt moved the council to enter a closed session to discuss pending litigation. 

SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Malkovich. 

The mayor explained to those present when and why a closed session can be called. 

VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion carried

The closed session began at 8:12 p.m.. Mayor Winder noted for those individuals who were in attendance. 

Those in attendance included the mayor, city council members, and staff. 

 
MOTION: Council Member Hillyard moved to end the closed session portion of the meeting and resume the open session.

SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Kynaston. 

VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion carried


ADJOURNMENT


MOTION: Council Member Malkovich moved to adjourn the meeting. 

SECOND: The motion was seconded by Council Member Kynaston

VOTE: Those voting yes: Ben Hillyard, Brian Hutchings, Dorel Kynaston, Janet Lunt, and Kari Malkovich. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m.


/s/ Jody Stones	 Jody Stones, City Recorder
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