


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
October 9, 2024
7:00 PM

[bookmark: _Hlk173929726]ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, J Holmgren, Mecham, Anderson, R Holmgren (arrived 7:31) Clerk Holmgren, and Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Estelle Price, Roxanne Coburn, Matti Jones, Shalese Kapp, Jan Holmgren

ABSENT: Council Member Dallin

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member J Holmgren  

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  November 11, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from September 11, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes September 11, 2024 be approved.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Estelle Price stated last week in the Leader there was an article about the Wellsville Historical Committee.  They had received a cemetery grant from the State of Utah to improve their cemetery.  Council Member Mecham will look into this Cemetery Grant.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS UPDATE:  Alan Christensen is looking into purchasing a trailer for the generator.

RANDALL/GILBERT LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT – POSSIBLE APPROVAL/DENIAL RESOLUTION NO 2024-10-09:  Mayor and Council Members have reviewed this Lot Line Adjustment.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Lot Line Adjustment Resolution No 2024-10-09.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLY APPROVE THE LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT APPLICATION:  Bear River City does not have anything in our code for Lot Line Adjustment.  We have been using State Code.  We would like to have it in our code and have an application form.  Clerk Andreasen has come up with a draft.  Clerk Andreasen stated the attorney will need to review and give his recommendation before it is approved.   

REVIEW DRAFT OF BEAR RIVER CITY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE:  Mayor and Council Members have reviewed the Bear River City Animal Control Ordinance.  Council Member Mecham is asking the Mayor and Council Members for their input.  This is only a draft.  Council Member J Holmgren asked if we really need to register cats.  Council Member Mecham stated as per state law it looks like we are going to have to.  He will check into this a little more to find out for sure.  Mayor asked how to keep the animal for 72 hours when we don’t have a kennel that is staffed.  There is an option of letting the animal control officer keep them at their house.  We still need to figure this out.  Animal Limitations have changed.  There will be no limitations.  Hoping to encourage responsible animal ownership, while also maintaining a strong nuisance section.  Clerk Holmgren asked about the city asking for proof of rabies every 2 years.  Most vets require rabies shots every 3 years.  Council Member Mecham will look into this.  Clerk Holmgren also stated she noticed the Beautification Committee is mentioned in the Animal Control Ordinance.  She wondered why.  Council Member Mecham stated this Committee (council) would be used to help with confirmed thinking by the animal control officer.  Council Member Mecham would also like the Planning Commission to review this draft. 

REPORT/DISCUSS SB13 REQUIREMENTS:  Mayor Armstrong apologized to the Seed School.  It feels like we have given them the run around.  This is new, something we have never encountered in Bear River City and we are learning.  Council Member Mecham has done some research and talked with State Senator Scott Sandall.  SB13 was just past this last legislative session in 2024.  According to this bill, the Seed School would be considered a micro school entity.  This allows the school to have up to 100 enrolled students.  The school must be in a Group B or Group E standard building code.  They can choose to be either of those 2 options.  Initially Council Member Mecham thought this entity could function regardless to the zoning.  Senator Sandall stated that both Group B and Group E requires commercial zoning.  It was asked by Shalese Kapp why this is not included in the original SB13.  Council Member Mecham stated this is not clear.  Council Member Mecham stated he will contact Senator Sandall for more clarification.  The Seed School stated that they meet the Group B and E codes.  The town will need this verified by a school-based architect or inspector.  Council Member Mecham will find out who the Box Elder School District uses and see if they can help us.  

SEED SCHOOL BUSINESS LICENSE: This license is still on hold until the town receives further information.  

POSSIBLE DITCH REPAIR LEADING TO THE GRANDHAVEN SUBDIVISION:  This ditch is leaking and needs repair.  Clerk Holmgren asked if the owner is responsible to fix the ditch or should the town help with the cost.  Council Members state that they think the town should help.  Council Member R Holmgren recused himself because he owns the property.  He would like to table this for another date.

REVIEW IRRIGATION LETTER AND SET DATE AND TIME FOR MEETING: Originally the intent was to send a letter out to residents of Bear River City to let them know of the possible grant we could receive, schedule a meeting for questions and answers and introduce an addition to their bill in order to save money for Bear River City’s 25% of the project.  Council Member Mecham suggested to hold off until after the elections.  Council Member Mecham would like to help draft a new letter in order to provide the community the best information and then explain how much it would cost a resident to hook into the system.  He would like a month to draft a letter and gather information.  The date for the meeting will be set at a later date.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Mecham, Anderson, R Holmgren, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  There was a complaint a few different people have been camping out at the park without reservation.  Both left before we could ask a deputy to talk to them.

DEPARTMENTS:  Irrigation Ditch Repair – We are waiting for JUB to finish up their paperwork.  Council Member R Holmgren doesn’t want to fix the ditch, spend a lot of money and then have to rip it out because it didn’t meet specs for the pressurized system.  Right now, he is going to have Chad come in and start taking out the trees to prepare.  We may have to put a plastic liner in the ditch until we can get it piped.

BROADBAND – Beehive Broadband has hooked up internet at the Civic Center and the Fire Station.  They will be back next week to hook up the Park.  We will have to work a few things out with Frontier in order to hook the phone up.

1ST EAST DRAIN – Kotter’s came out and videoed the drain and couldn’t get the camera in because of all the tree roots.  They started there to clean it out.  In the future we need to start replacing the pipe so this does not have to be done twice a year.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:26 pm. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved November 11, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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