Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Trenton Town Council held on Tuesday September 3, 2024	 at 7:00 p.m., in the Trenton Town Hall, 17 East Main, Trenton, Utah.
	


Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Trenton Town Council held on Tuesday September 3, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., in the Trenton Town Hall, 17 East Main Street, Trenton, Utah.

Present:	Mayor			Lynn Payne
Councilmember 	Donny Merrill
				Randall Davis
Kyle Kingston				Erick Simmonds 
		Clerk 			Macall Smith			

Guests:, Ed Cottle, Janet Cottle, Sheri Newton, Seth Buttars, Becca Louviere, Kate Jensen, Marcus Simmonds, Darrell Merrill, Daniel Buttars, Sam Harmon, Cleone Allsop, Sandy Spackman, and Kacee John. 

MAYOR PAYNE CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:00 P.M.

Councilmember Davis led those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance.

Approval of Agenda
Mayor Payne asked for a motion to approve the agenda as written.  COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA AS OUTLINED. COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS SECONDED THE MOTION, WITH ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE.

Approval of Minutes
Mayor Payne asked for a motion to approve the August 13, 2024, meeting minutes.  Councilmember Merrill noted that he abstained from voting on the June 13th meeting minutes.  COUNCILMEMBER KINGSTON MOVED TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 13, 2024, MEETING MINUTES WITH THE NOTED CORRECTION WITH  COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS SECONDING THE MOTION WITH ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE.

Public Comment:
A Richmond resident spoke in support of allowing bike races to happen in Trenton.  Mayor Payne shared the background to the situation.  
Becca Louviere shared her support of bike races continuing in Trenton.  
Janet Cottle stated that none of the money from bike events comes to Trenton.  
Sandy Spackman stated that we did get some money from the RAPZ program.  
Mayor Payne shared that when the regulation was originally passed the Council felt that the downsides of allowing unregulated bike races through Trenton outweighed the upside. 
Sam Harmon asked about plans for bringing industry into Trenton, Mayor Payne stated that it could only be done when more water is found.

[bookmark: _Hlk178160246]COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:12 P.M. WITH COUNCILMEMBER KINGSTON SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE.

Councilmember Merrill explained that he asked to hold a public hearing because he wants the town people’s opinion before moving forward with the ordinance.  And as Councilmember over the roads, he doesn’t want to lose the COG funding that we receive, explaining that part of it comes from the state, as well as some county and federal money. He stated that he hates the bike races as much as the next  individual.  Sharing that he is a farmer and it is an inconvenience to try to move up and down the roads with farm equipment, because of the bikers on their race days or event days, they say they ride two abreast, but they don’t.

Councilmember Davis read the Ordinance out loud so that everyone would be aware of what was in the Ordinance.  He elaborated that State Road 142 runs from Richmond to Clarkston, it is Trenton’s Main Street. He also shared that State Road 23 is the highway on the West side of Trenton.  He stated that two of our three methods of accessing Trenton are available, basically excluding 800 E that goes on through Amalga explaining that this gives citizens of Trenton a way to get in and out of town and avoid the bicyclists.  He stated that this is not kicking the races out of town, it’s actually just saying that these are the two roads that they are allowed to use.

Sheri Newton spoke in favor of the bike events, she stated that they bring in a lot of revenue to the County.  She shared information about the different races, stating that there are 5 races during the summer.  She asked how health, safety and welfare is more of a concern in Trenton than it is anywhere else.  She stated that other communities support the bike races financially.

Becca Louviere stated that she feels very unsafe when riding a bike in Trenton at 5 p.m. at night.

Councilmember Simmonds stated when cyclists are travelling down main highways, when you’re in a car it’s a lot easier to see a cyclist, but when you're a farmer on a narrow road trying to pass a group of cyclists with equipment that’s wider than the tractor, that can be a very big safety concern because sometimes they're not looking back, they don’t know how wide that equipment is. He went on to say sometimes the farmer can’t see them, and the potential for somebody to get hurt is high.

Mayor Payne stated that he has heard many testimonies about bikers blocking roads during events and using the roadside as a bathroom.

Clerk Smith stated that she has had no complaints about the current policy and that all grants that have been applied for have been granted, although some may take two year’s of applying to be approved.  


COUNCILMEMBER KINGSTON MOVED TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:48 P.M. WITH COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE.

Agenda items:
[bookmark: _Hlk178160110]24-09-01- Bike Race Ordinance
The Council discussed the Ordinance and determined to pass it noting that it should reference State Road 142 west of 23 not State Road 23 west of  142.  COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO APPROVED ORDINANCE 24-09-01 WITH THE NOTED CHANGES WITH COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS SECONDING THE MOTION.  COUNCILMEMBER DAVIS VOTED AGAINST, WITH COUNCILMEMBERS MERRILL, KINGSTON AND SIMMONDS VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE ORDINANCE, THE ORDINANCE PASSED.  
Mayor Payne noted that he was opposed to using 1600 South as part of future planning.  The Council discussed the need for a fine as part of the Ordinance.  
COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO ADOPT 24-09-01- BIKE RACE ORDINANCE WITH THE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE OF A $2500 FINE FOR VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE WITH COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS SECONDING THE MOTION AND COUNCILMEMBERS KINGSTON, MERRILL, SIMMONDS AND MAYOR PAYNE VOTING IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION AND COUNCILMEMBER DAVIS VOTING AGAINST THE MOTION.

Source Protection Maps discussion
Mayor Payne stated that he asked J-U-B to provide the town a map showing the Source protection areas.  Marcus Simmonds with J-U-B, town engineer, attended the meeting to discuss the Source Protection Plan and possible issues around the town’s spring in the Clarkston hills.  He reviewed the provided map that shows the different levels of protection.  He stated that all water sources have 4 levels of protection.  He shared that level 1 is 100 feet, level 2 is a 250 day ground water time of travel protection, level 3 is a 3 year ground water time of travel and level 4 is a 15 year ground water time of travel protection.  He shared that Clarkston is spearheading litigation to deal with potential problems near the springs.  Mr. Simmonds stated that he feels that Winter Canyon can do a lot with the property before it impacts Trenton’s springs.  Councilmember Davis stated that he feels that Clarkston is overreacting on the issue.  Councilmember Merrill asked if drilling a well in the area would impact Trenton’s water.  Mr. Simmonds stated that the State Division of Water Rights is who will oversee this.  He shared that there are uses allowed and not allowed in each of the Zones.  He shared that there are places with protection areas that go through the middle of towns.  Mr. Simmonds stated that J-U-B is working on flow monitoring for each spring.
  
Further Discussion on Speed limit on 1200 East
Seth Buttars presented a signed petition for having a speed limit of 35 on 1200 East.  He shared that he was able to get most people on the  street to sign it.  He requested that if the speed limit is changed new signs are put up at the beginning and end of each road.  COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO POST 1200 EAST FROM STATE ROAD 142 TO 800 SOUTH AND 800 EAST WITH SPEED LIMIT SIGNS POSTING THE SPEED LIMIT AT 35 MPH WITH BLIND CHILD IN AREA SIGNS POSTED ON BOTH ENDS WITH COUNCILMEMBER DAVIS SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE. 

Parks/Cemetery
Councilmember Simmonds stated that he is going to schedule work on the new sidewalks within the next few days.  He also asked for input on the trees at the cemetery.  Councilmember Davis stated that he has been approached by several people interested in cutting the trees up for wood.  Councilmember Simmonds reviewed the costs for having someone remove the trees.  Mayor Payne suggested using a ditch witch to cut through the roots.  Councilmember Simmonds stated that it was $12,500 to remove the trees entirely, $6000 for someone to drop the trees and $2500 to grind the stumps.  Mayor Payne asked about liability if the Councilmembers were to do it themselves.  Councilmember Simmonds stated he would get with Councilmembers Merrill, Davis and Kingston and they would fell the trees, using their personal equipment.  Councilmember Merrill asked about replacement trees.  The Council discussed the 24th of July Thank You’s.

Roads
Councilmember Merrill stated that the culvert on Center Street and 200 South has been replaced.  He also stated that he is still working on reducing the speed limit on the East end of State Road 142 to the bridge going towards Lewiston.

Water
Councilmember Davis stated that after discussion with Newton Town he discovered that they have weirs on all their springs.  He shared that the equipment for metering on the springs is $10,000 for all the equipment plus an additional $200 a month.  This will allow for the town to have the ability to get the readings electronically.  He also shared that water flows have been enough to keep the water tanks full all summer.

Planning & Zoning
Councilmember Kingston informed the Council that the Zoning Commission is planning for a public hearing for the updates to the Zoning Ordinance which includes the temporary dwelling section and a chapter on Special Events.  They also issued two Zoning Clearances, one for Kim Pitcher and the other for IFA.  He also mentioned that there is a large wash behind the fire station and discussed fixing the wash with rock, he stated that he would haul the rock if the town would purchase it.

COUNCILMEMBER KINGSTON MOVED TO MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:37 P.M. TO DISCUSS PERSONNEL ISSUES WITH COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE 

The Council discussed issues with a recent burial at the cemetery.

COUNCILMEMBER SIMMONDS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE TRENTON TOWN COUNCIL AT 9:01 P.M. WITH COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE.

Adjournment 
COUNCILMEMBER MERRILL MOVED TO ADJOURN THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AT 9:01 P.M. WITH COUNCILMEMBER KINGSTON SECONDING THE MOTION AND ALL COUNCILMEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE VOTING AYE. 
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