October 8, 2024
Hatch Town Board work meeting

Town Board Present:    Mayor Kerry Barney, Kurt Sawyer, Jon Spendlove and Janell Barney.  Duane Barnhurst joined on google meet.
Staff:  Jacie Torgersen
Public:    Jeff & Shelly Dansie, Callie Spendlove, Levi Degarmo, Dieter & Holly Meltvedt, Eugene and Julie Spendlove, Guy & Raquel Thompson.  Gordon Hilton and Jean Gottschalk joined on google meet.
The work meeting began at 6pm with Jacie Torgersen offering an opening prayer and all those present saying the pledge.
Mayor Barney talked about the resort tax that the town is thinking of implementing.  The maximum amount of tax could be 1.1% and it would bring approximately $40,000 to the town in a year.  Mayor Barney has been attending mayors meeting with all the other mayors in the county and they are all telling him to take advantage of this tax.  This would be an additional tax to anything purchased within the town of Hatch so it would affect the businesses in town and Mayor Barney wanted to find a way to give back to the businesses.  This meeting was called to hear from business owners and how they feel the town could best support them.  Mayor Barney would like to match the funds that would be received from these funds with money the town has already received from transient room tax and has in savings.  The town will look for funding and grant opportunities but a lot of the grants you need to have matching funds available to use.
Mayor Barney first talked about the need for the town to maintain what they have.  There is a lot that needs to be done in town and the town does not have a full- time maintenance person.  It would be helpful if the town had someone full time to help get all the projects done.  Mayor Barney highlighted businesses around town and the good things about them.  Tyler Mackaben submitted a letter to the town that Mayor Barney read through since he was not able to be to the meeting.  Raquel Thompson also sent out a letter to all business owners letting them know of her concerns.  Some of Tyler’s suggestions were:
*Grants
*Aesthetics
*Sidewalks
*tress/greenery/planters
*Flags on light poles
*Enforce ordinances
*Weed mitigation
*Streetscape plan
Dieter Meltvedt is concerned about how fast traffic goes by his business and the need for a turning lane and a change in the speed limit.  He sent some information about traffic calming ideas.  He would also like to talk to a representative from UDOT.  The town did meet with UDOT last week regarding the upcoming project and they did move the turning lanes ½ mile out of town.
Some ideas that were suggested:
*Bike path to connect to Red Canyon, Bryce Canyon and possible Zion’s
*Bike Trails (Levi Degarmo)
*Walking paths around town and connecting to Riverside (Dieter Meltvedt, Guy Thompson)
*Cross Walks (Raquel Thompson)
*Enforce current ordinances specifically to lifetime residents for weeds, old cars etc. and move to the next step of being a town. (Levi Degarmo)
*Fishing, winter sports/activities. Hatch has a great ambience and charm – capitalize on that.  Focus on the small-town appeal and help get tourists to stay an extra hour or an extra day making Hatch a destination instead of just somewhere good to stay in between the national parks (Gordon Hilton)
*Bathroom for tourists.  Dieter Meltvedt said he could put bathrooms out to Riverside if that would help and the town could go in on them with him.
*Food trucks (Levi Degarmo)
*Rest Stop (Raquel)
*DUP Museum open (Raquel)
*Beautification efforts – stay one more day in Hatch! (Jeff Dansie)
*Hatch Website – market more the area and specific groups like bikers
*Focus on natural resources such as floating the Sevier River
*Trail rides/horse rides (Gordon Hilton)
*ATV rentals/rides
*Signs with the history of Hatch, sawmill, area along walking trail, kiosks, signs of things to do within an hour of Hatch & brochures (Raquel)

Raquel Thompson said that Henrieville did their sidewalks one block at a time and did them their selves.  Raquel thinks this is something that the town could do.  She suggested the town look into asphalt along the town streets so that sidewalks wouldn’t make a safety hazard for two different levels for those riding ATV’s, biking or walking.  Raquel suggested just focusing on the basic things right now and worrying about the fluff later such as decorative flags.  Jacie Torgersen suggested the town have a streetscape plan so there is an overall vision of what they want main street to look like when it is done.
Dieter suggested doing  a special assessment on taxes to help get the revenue that they need for some of the projects.  This is something that is done in Californai
Jeff Dansie would be willing to help with a 3–5-year plan for the town to put these ideas in place with the money that is received from the resort tax.
Guy Thompson would like to see the town make a place that visitors can enjoy on the town property.  Each business owner will take care of his/her own business but the town can help out all businesses by enhancing the town property all around.
Levi Degarmo would like to see the resort tax specifically earmarked for beautification.  Jon Spendlove asked what the transient room tax money has been used for and Jacie Torgersen said it has just been saved.
Jean Gottschalk said he would be willing as a business owner to provide some business for a town maintenance person to help them make more money if the town were able to hire one.  Mr. Gottschalk says many of the businesses are always looking for someone to do maintenance so this could help supplement the income of a town maintenance person.
Gene Spendlove would like to see other businesses come to town that would draw people to come here.  Main street beautification doesn’t specifically affect his vacation rental but other businesses that would help create things to do for people here would.  If the town is going to implement a resort tax, they should be a resort town with options of things for guests to do!
The town will look for all the funding opportunities that they can.  Mayor Barney asked each business owner if they would be in favor of the town adopting the resort tax and the results are as follows:
Business Owner		For/Against	Use Resort Tax For
Levi Degarmo		Yes		Proper Allocation, bike trails
Dieter Meltvedt		Yes		Matching grants, specific use for certain projects
Thompson’s		Yes		Use for specific purposes only
Jeff Dansie		Yes
Gene Spendlove	Yes		Plan in place before tax is implemented

The meeting adjourned at 8pm
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