DRAFT ONLY –NOT FOR OFFICAL USE
PENDING NEWTON TOWN COUNCIL APPROVAL

         NEWTON TOWN ANIMAL RIGHTS REGULATIONS

DEFINITIONS:
A. Agriculture Zone (A-1): (See Title 10, Section 10-06-040)
B. Single Family Residential Zone (R-1) (See Title 10, Section 10-06-040)
C. Public Facilities/Commercial Zone (C-1) (See Title 10, Section 10-06-040)
1.1 DOMESTIC ANIMALS:
A. These regulations establish the standard by which domestic farm animals may be kept within Newton Town boundaries on residential zoned properties.  With respect to a manner that will protect the health and minimize the potential for nuisance violations.

B.  The following animals are permitted at a maximum rate of three hundred (300) large animal points per acre. Large animal points are assigned based on the following table:

	Animal
	Large Animal Points

	Horse, mule, or donkey
	100

	Cattle: cow, heifer, or steer
	100

	Pig
	100

	Ostrich
	50

	Llama or alpaca
	50

	Emu
	50

	Miniature horse 
	50

	Sheep
	50

	Goat: female or Billy
	50





C. The following animals are permitted at a maximum rate of one hundred (100) small animal points per acre. Small animal points are assigned based on the following table:


	    Animal   
	Small Animal Points   

	Rooster chicken   
	25   

	Rabbit   
	5   

	Turkey   
	5   

	Duck   
	3   

	Goose   
	5   

	Hen chicken   
	2 

	Game bird such as quail or pheasant   
	2

	Pigeon   
	2


D.  Offspring of animals housed on property, less than six (6) months old, shall not be counted or regulated.

E. The animals permitted by subsections B and C of this section are independent of household pets. In addition, residents are permitted to have any combination of permitted large and small animals as long as the combination does not exceed Three hundred (300) large animal points per acre plus one hundred (100) small animal points per acre.

Examples for a 1/2 acre lot:

Maximum number of large animal points permitted = 300/2= 150

Maximum number of small animal points permitted = 100/2 = 50

One horses, One llamas (1*100 + 1*50 = 150 large animal points), plus 25  hen chickens (25*2) = 50 small animal points) are permitted on a residential 1/2 acre lot.

Three  horses and two  llamas (3*100 + 2*50 = 400 large animal points) are not permitted on a residential 1/2 acre lot.

Twenty five hen chickens, twelve rabbits, and four turkeys (25*2+ 12*5 + 4*5 = 130 small animal points) are not permitted on a residential 1/2 acre lot.

These examples are not all inclusive of the possible mix of animals.

F. Residents may seek a Conditional Use Permit for additional animals. 
1. To obtain a conditional use permit they must submit an application that includes the following:
a. Land Improvements and Infrastructure: Detailed plans and documentation demonstrating that the applicant has made the necessary land improvements and infrastructure upgrades to house the additional animals safely. This includes adequate shelter, fencing, waste management systems, and other relevant facilities.

b. Mitigation of Nuisances:  A plan outlining how the applicant will mitigate potential nuisances such as odors, noise, and other disturbances that may affect neighboring properties.

c. Notification to Neighbors: Upon submission of the application, the city shall send notification letters to all neighbors of the applicant’s property. Neighbors will have the opportunity to provide input on the application within 14 days of receiving the notice.

2. Review and Approval Process: 
a. The application shall be reviewed by the planning and zoning commission to ensure compliance with all requirements.

b. The planning and zoning commission shall consider both the applicant’s submitted plans and the feedback from neighboring property owners.

c. Based on the findings of the review, the planning and zoning commission shall approve, deny, or approve the conditional use permit with conditions as deemed necessary.
3. Permit Duration and Renewal: 
a. The Conditional Use Permit shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of issuance.
b. Prior to the expiration of the first-year permit, the applicant may apply for renewal. The renewal process shall include a new review and notification to neighbors as described in subsections 2.b and 2.c.
c. If no significant concerns have arisen during years one and two, the Conditional Use Permit may be automatically renewed each January without additional review. However, if significant concerns are raised, the renewal will require a full review process, including neighbor notifications.
4. Compliance and Revocation: 
a. 1. The permit holder must adhere to all conditions and requirements set forth in the Conditional Use Permit.
b. 2. Failure to comply may result in the revocation of the permit and/or denial of renewal.

G. Any animal not listed above is not permitted in city limits. 
H.  The Minimum residential Lot size for keeping Domestic Animals in any Zone district shall be 1/2 Acre, with density no more that specified in above requirements (see 1.1, section B and C)
I. All permitted Animals and Fowls are to be adequately maintained and cared for in a sanitary and healthy manner to prevent annoyances, offensive Odors, insects, or disease. All Animals must be adequately restrained to prevent escape from owners Lot, marauding nuisance or damage to others properties.
J. The Animals not Fowls must be kept in an enclosed, animal enclosure, with fencing surrounding the animal enclosure.  Goats may be staked down. Owners are responsible to keep their animals on their own property.
K. Setbacks for Animal Land Use such as but not limited to barns, stables, and coops must be in accordance with the accessory set back requirements found in the site development standards (code 11.7.1)
L. Animal owner shall show mitigation of odors, dust, noise, and drainage. Said Controls shall be such as to constitute avoidance of nuisance or hazards to adjoining properties and their uses.
M. The keeping of any animal which existed lawfully prior to the effective date of this ordinance, which are not allowed under this title may be continued for the period of one year from effective date of this ordinance to allow a grace period in order to become compliant. 
N. The intent of these regulations is to protect and preserve Newton Town's rich rural heritage, while accommodating prudent Animal Rights and Land Use requirements. Violation of these aforementioned ordinances will require correction to meet the current applicable Town Ordinances. We will follow the Town’s Nuisance Ordinance code (See Nuisance Ordinance code 4-2).
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