
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 18'^ 2024. AT 6:30 P.M.
CASTLE VALLEY TOWN BUILDING - 2 CASTLE VALLEY DRIVE

**This meeting was a hybrid meeting held electronically by Zoom and also in person at the anchor

site of the Town Building.

Council Members Present: Mayor Duncan, Council Members Gibson, Holland, Hill and O'Brien at the

anchor site.

Absent: None

Others Present at Anchor Site: Dorje Honer, Colleen Thompson, Ron Drake, Egmont Honer, Bob

Lippman, Faylene Roth and Trish Hedin.

Others present on Zoom: Chris and Robin Steinman, Laurie Simonson, John Groo, Pam Hackley, Tom

Wood, Donna Kramer, Jacob Hansen.

Regular Town Meeting

M Duncan called the Meeting to Order at 6:30 PM, Buck called role.

1. Open Public Comment: Bob Lippman stated his concerns about the improper and unfair valuation of

property values raising taxes from 108-300% in Castle Valley compared to all other areas in the County

where in some place taxes have gone down. He asked the Council to be involved with the County Com

mission, County Attorney, Assessor, and the State Tax Commission so we can get some justice and ac

countability.

Chris Steinman agreed with Lippman's sentiments and added he hoped the Council would address the

County Commission regarding the increase in property taxes. He also wanted to discuss Cain Hollow

creek flood mitigations with the Roads Department.

Donna Kramer explained that there are individual parcel constrictions that need to be taken into ac

count when valuing land i.e. we cannot subdivide 5-acre, one residence per parcel, no short term rentals

and some parcels cannot get utilities. She asked that the Council cite those variables in their letter to the

County.

Approval of Minutes: Pending not available.

3. Executive Reports:

* Grand County Commission -Trish Hedin reported she was not prepared to talk about what the County

spends the General Fund on or the budget. She was to talk about taxes in general; she provided state

ments from Bill Hulse (County Building Dept.) and Bill Jackson (County Roads Dept.). And suggested next

time Gabe Woytek (County Clerk) could come out and explain more about the budget. Debbie Swasey

(County Assessor) could not come out or send a representative, she sent a report that Hedin read (at

tached.) Grand County has one of the lowest tax rates in the State. Hedin read an email form Josh

Neilson (State Tax Commission) he has been notified of the property tax complaints by the County

Commission and a CV Resident. Neilson has sent a letter to Debbie Swasey to address some procedural

concern to focus on in 2025 and the State is prepared to help them so they can use the PUMA system

properly . This may or may not affect current taxes. Hedin added she has been getting a lot of letters

from residents and has forwarded them to the County Assessor. The County Attorney and the other

Commissioners have also been notified. Hedin continued that one of the common complaints in the let

ters was that CV residents don't get the services the rest of the County gets. She heard from Sherriff

Jamison, and he is trying to get Officers out here more often. Bill Jackson (County Roads) added that we

have an Interlocal Agreement with them. And he has reached out to the CV Roads Department after

floods to see if we need any help. They also delivered the Town's new backhoe and grader out from

Moab. In conclusion Hedin added that by State statue the County should be doing property assessments

every year. Appeals can be made to the County Board of Equalization (which is the County Commission)

and they may further refer them to the State Tax Commission.

Questions/Comments








