


Willard City Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Willard City Council Meeting
May 23, 2024, 6:30 p.m.
Willard City Council Chambers

Members Present:   
 Mayor Travis Mote
Council Member Jacob Bodily
Council Member Rod Mund
Council Member Jordan Hulsey
Council Member Mike Braegger
Council Member Rex Christensen

Staff Present: 
 Jeremy Kimpton, City Manager
Van Mund, Fire Chief
Madison Brown, City Planner
Susan Obray, City Recorder
Theron Fielding, Chief
Payden Vine, Public Works Director

Others Present:        
Diana Baker
Ken Ormond
Ruth Ormond
Lynn Murphy
Mark Murphy
Don Murphy

Call to Order
1. Invocation
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Mote, who invited Council Member Christensen to give an invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance
Council Member Bodily led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Conflict of Interest Declaration
There was no conflict of interest reported by any council member.
2. Open Comment Period
Lynn Murphy raised concerns. Several months ago, after she returned from a hike in the canyon, a Willard Police Officer visited her. He told her he had received a call about someone trespassing on the Wells property. I told him I had been on the property, but she had not been trespassing as there was an easement there even if it is denied by the owners. She also pointed out that legally, because there was no mischief involved, and I have looked up a legal issue on this, that there is no reason to be concerned about trespassing as if I had been, which I did not believe I had been. She also questioned the involvement of the Willard City Police in responding to something that had happened on county property. After a nice chat with the officer, she assured him that for the sake of having peace, she would refrain from hiking through the Willard property for the time being. 
Today, while she was visiting the parking lot at the Cayon Trailhead, she met another person returning from a walk with her dog She chatted with her, and she mentioned she had been at the trailhead and was approached by a Perry Officer. He said he was responding to a call about trespassing on the Wells property. She said she was not the person they have been called about. Once again, she was on Willard City property and questioned by the Perry Officer about something that supposedly had happened on a property under county control. 
She was concerned that she knew of only these two instances. There could be more. She reiterated that there is no trespassing occurring when the public uses a public easement. Some people may not agree with that. It is being debated. 
Until a formal decision is made, she felt that city resources were being wasted on what should be a county issue. The continued calls about trespassing on a public easement seems like it borders on harassment. She said having said that, she has been good on her word. She considered her obligation to the Willard City Police Department fulfilled, and she does plan to resume her hikes to the canyon via the usual route.
3. Public Hearing
Discussion/Adoption of Resolution 2024-06 Adopting Willard City Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025.
Motion:  Council Member Braegger moved to open the public hearing. Council Member Mund seconded the motion. All in favor. 
Mayor Mote introduced the public hearing to receive comments on Resolution 2024-06 for the final budget for fiscal year 2024-2025, summarizing the progress made on the tentative budget and the upcoming work session to finalize it.
Cami Moss, with Childs, Richards CPA, explained the tentative budget has been adopted at this point. This portion gives the public the opportunity to give input. A work session has been set for May 30th to go over the budget one more time and make the tweaks as the council sees fit. Noted that public inspection of the proposed budget would be available 10 days before adoption, scheduled for June 13, 2024.
Motion:  Council Member Council Member Bodily moved to close the public hearing. Council Member Christensen seconded the motion. Motion carried.
4. Planning Commission Report
Open House Review
Mayor Mote invited Maddie to provide a brief review of the recent open house held by the Planning Commission. Maddie reported a solid turnout with around 50 individuals attending and provided a summary of the feedback received, including public requests for the maps to be made available online. A committee led by a resident, Tom Hutchinson, was being formed to discuss potential annexation or incorporation for South Willard.
5. Presentations and New Business
a.  Discussion/Adoption of Resolution 2024-06 Adopting Willard City Final Budget for fiscal       year 2024-2025. This item will be on the next agenda. 
 b. Discussion with Mark Murphy on the Trail Head Improvements Grant.
Mark Murphy gave a detailed proposal for improving the trailhead at the east end of Willard, suggesting amenities like parking spaces, water facilities, a trail map kiosk, and trash cans. Emphasis was placed on obtaining outside funding to make the improvements fiscally neutral for the city.
The council discussed potential access issues and landowner permissions, emphasizing that securing trail access was a priority before committing to trailhead improvements. Suggestions were made to consider alternate locations and to provide a visual layout of the proposed improvements. Mayor Mote asked Mr. Murphy for a drawing of his idea. Mr. Murphy replied they have an Attorney who they have hired to help with this conflict.
c. Discussion/Action regarding Attorney Colt Mund's Contract.
The council considered a new contract for Attorney Colt Mund following his departure from his current law firm. The proposed contract mirrored the existing one to maintain continuity with his new firm.
Motion: Council Member Braegger moved to approve the contract for Colt Mund. Council Member Christensen seconded the motion. Motion carried. Council Member Mund recused himself.
Motion: Council Member Bodily motioned to approve Resolution 2024-07. Seconded by Council Member Hulsey. Roll call vote.
Roll call vote conducted: Council Member Mund: abstained, Council Member Braegger: Yes, Council Member Bodily: Yes, Council Member Christensen: Yes, Council Member Hulsey: Yes
Resolution passed unanimously.
Motion: Council Member Braegger to approve April 11, 2024, minutes with amendments. Second by Council Member Christensen Vote: “Aye” unanimously.

6.  Minutes
Approval of May 9, 2024, City Council Minutes One amendment was noted:
1. Adding that Council Member Mund had recused himself before discussing the attorney contract.
Motion to approve May 9, 2024, minutes with amendments made by Council Member Hulsey. Seconded by Council Member Bodily. Vote: “Aye” unanimously.

7.  Financial
 Warrants, Vouchers, and Reports
The Mayor and Council Members present signed the payment approval.

8. Department Reports

a. Public Works
Public Works reported on various updates: Staker Parson will begin work next week. Issues with the water line valve adjustments were discussed, emphasizing the need for more routine and more regular maintenance and replacements. Progress on playground installations was noted. Mention of the new rock installation at the cemetery was made.

b. Police Department
The Police Department had reports of lowered ticket issuance due to scheduling adjustments.

c. Fire Department 
Van Mind, Fire Chief, updated on the recent acquisition of equipment.

9. Council Member Reports

a. Jacob Bodily
Jacob raised an inquiry about potential designation of council members over specific departments, which was clarified that the council members no longer held designated oversights and it should funnel through the City Manager.
Council Member Bodily also addressed the need for parking restoration at the playground area at the ballpark.

b. Rod Mund
Rod provided an update on zoning approvals from the County Commission, ensuring relevant approvals.

c. Mike Braegger
Nothing to report.

d. Rex Christensen
Council Member Christensen had no additional comments or issues to present.

e. Jordan Hulsey
Jordan reported on resident's request for seating at UTA bus stops and feedback about the trailhead signage requiring refurbishments.

10.. Next agenda items June 13, 2024
Continued discussions and updates related to Access Easements alignment with sewer lines. 4th of July fireworks funding plan.

11.. Mayor’s General Correspondence and Information
Update on the positive developments with Wells negotiations for trail access was shared, indicating movement towards a collaborative and satisfactory resolution.

 12. City Manager’s Report
None noted for this session.


 13. City Planner’s Report
Efforts on grant revisions and securing necessary surveyors to validate and correct easement lines were ongoing. Communication with engineers continued to suggest adjustments beneficial for setting regulatory norms and practices.

Mayor told Colt Mund, City Attorney when working on the Subdivision Ordinance add that the developer will pay for all their Attorney fees.

14.  Closed Session
There was no closed session.

15. Adjourn
Motion:  Council Member Bodily moved to adjourn. Council Member Christensen seconded the motion. Vote: "Aye" unanimously.
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