Minutes October 7, 2024
A regular meeting of the Minersville Town Council was held on Monday October 7, 2024 at 5:00 pm at the Minersville Town Hall.

Council present:  Mayor Ward Dotson, Kevin Carter, Brad Eyre, Jennifer Marshall and Brandon Wiseman.
Staff:  Town Clerk Cherie Wood, Public Works Tevan Erickson and Barry Marshall
Visitors:  Chelsea Thompson, Daniel Cluff, Katie Cluff, Dallan Goff, Morgan Goff, Lucie Goff, Katelynd Weldert, Tim Watson, Jared Woolf, Clint Reynolds, Katy Reynolds, Larry Bailey, Lori Bailey, Gaelynn Breinholt, Cloby Weldert Peliar Garcia, Brody Garcia, Abimael Garica and Dallas Freckleton. 

Prayer was given by Ward Dotson
Mayor Ward Dotson called the meeting to order at 5:01 pm
Minutes:  Brad Eyre made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 16th council meeting with one spelling correction.  Kevin Carter seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

Dale and Christine Dotson water update:  Barry Marshall has checked a few options out for the filter system.  Scholzen’s has a drinking water approved 2” filter system for $1700.00 but Barry has also checked around other places and can find them ranging from $200.00 to $500.00 depending on the brand and the size.  Barry would also like to ask the council if they would approve of putting the filter on the property owners’ side of the meter because it will be a much easier process and they will not have to cut the road to install it making it less expensive for the town.  The council approved of the placement of the filter being on the property owner side and to go with one of the other companies that have the filter system at a cheaper price than Scholzen’s.

Cole Wilson has submitted a business license application.  Mayor Dotson read the application: Replacement and installation of windows, siding, trim and other residential upgrades.  Mobile Unit
Jennifer Marshall made a motion to approve a pro-rated business license for the rest of this year in the amount of $10.00 next year the full amount of $50.00, Brad Eyre seconded the motion; Brandon Wiseman yes, Jennifer Marshall yes, Kevin Carter yes, Brad Eyre yes and Ward Dotson yes.  The motion passed. 

Ordinance No. 9.3.24 An ordinance vacating a portion of a street:  Mayor Ward Dotson would like to entertain a motion to adopt the ordinance.  Brad Eyre would like to bring to the council’s attention that 2 other requests for vacating some properties have been brought to the council and we have denied both of them because it did not benefit the town.  Just wanted the council to be aware of the can of worms this could open up. 
Jennifer Marshall believes that the council will have to take each request as they come in on an individual basis.  And make the best choice for each homeowner.
Brandon Wiseman does realize that the town still has the Hollingshead Lane and the 150 S road.  And as long as the town utilities and public utilities can be accessed, he doesn’t see a problem.  Brandon also realizes that there will be others wanting the same thing and will have to be taken on case-by-case basis.
Brad does have concerns about the big irrigation line that runs down Hollingshead Lane and it may not be possible to run town utilities down that road.  
Brandon is also concerned about already having an ordinance for vacating property? 
Mayor Dotson would like to table this discussion until the towns attorney arrives.

The Minersville Fee Schedule was reviewed and changes were made to the back hoe hourly rate, changed from $80.00 per hour to $150.00 also include in the schedule is that only town employees run the backhoe and the cost of hourly wage for that person must also be paid. Copy costs were raised from .25 cents to $1.00 and bulk rate water charges were changed from $5.00 per 1000 gal to $7.00 per 1000 gals. 
Jennifer Marshall made the motion to approve the fee schedule with the changes made.  Brad Eyre seconded the motion; Jennifer Marshall voted yes, Brad Eyre voted yes, Brandon Wiseman voted yes, Kevin Carter voted yes and Ward Dotson voted yes.  Motion passed. 

Al Garcia would like to present the council with some projections for his units he would like to build if the zone change goes through for him.  Al explained the money that will be brought in for the town in water and sewer revenue along with the tax revenue.  Al wants so express his desire to do good for the town as the town has been good to him. 
Attorney Leo Kanell has been the towns attorney since 1980 and was asked to look into this issue.  At this point we need to take a step back and look at what we believe in.  In our small county we like to say we believe in freedom. We believe in property right, and that people should be able to use their property as they want and not have our neighbors tell us what we can use our property for.  When I learned about this situation, I became concerned because our legislature has passed laws that if a person has completed an application, then they should be able to get an answer from the governing body in a reasonable amout of time.  
Brad Eyre explained that our general plan was in the process of being re written and we were not in a position to make those discissions. There were questions about the land itself and what it was zoned in the first place.  These circumstances are the longevity of this whole deal. 
Attorney Kanell still thinks it is time to make a decision on this and move on.  The next step would be to prepare an ordinance to make this zone change, this is the proper procedures and he would be happy to help with this if the council would make the motion for him to proceed.
Dallan Goff would like to ask the council to let the planning and zoning meet again and bring the final recommendation because it was sent back to them by the council last meeting and the planning and zoning board was confused on the proper steps and if it needed another public hearing. They have since learned that they do not, so Dallan is asking to let the planning and zoning board finish their recommendation. 
Chelsea Thompson read the minutes from the last meeting stating that it was sent back to the planning and zoning board.
Al is frustrated with the process of sending it back and forth between planning and zoning and the town council.  
Mayor Dotson would like to hear the rest of Al’s presentation but before he turns it back to him Mayor Dotson read from a couple letters of support for Al that was sent by the Beaver County Commissioners, the Beaver County Economic Development and a citizen from Minersville that were sent to the Planning and Zoning Board and the Council. They all consider this project to be an asset to Minersville Town and needed housing for our community.   
Tim Watson is with the engineering firm that is working with Al Garcia on this project.  Tim would like to let the council know that he has worked with many communities over the years with projects exactly like this.  He understands the process that needs to happen and would like to explain to the council that his job is to help his client achieve his goals as well as try to meet the needs of the town.  Tim is in hope that the council will consider his project will benefit this community and bring some needed housing.
Attorney Kanell would like to let the council know that they need to make a motion to have him proceed with ordinance to complete the zoning process.
Kevin Carter made a motion to have Attorney Kanell draw up the ordinance for all of the rezoning that was on the public hearing agenda.  Brandon Wisman seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.

The council revisited the discussion of the Ordinance No. 9.3.24 now the Attorney Kanell was present to answer questions.
Attorney Kanell addressed the question that council member Brandon Wiseman had about the Town already having a vacating property or right of way ordinance and if this new ordinance will change anything with the ordinance we already have if we have one.  Attorney Kanell answered that no municipal ordinance is needed we follow state statute unless we want a stricter ordinance.  
There was a discussion about the irrigation water line that runs down the road and if the road had enough room for other utilities to be ran down it.   Minersville Town will have a utility easement on the property that is being vacated. 
Jennifer Marshall made a motion to adopt Ordinance 9.3.24 AN ORDINANCE VACATION A PROTION OF A STREET, Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion; Jennifer Marshall voted yes, Brandon Wiseman voted yes, Brad Eyre voted no, Kevin Carter voted no, Ward Dotson voted yes.  Motion passed. 

Budget Review:  Town Clerk Cherie Wood reviewed the budget and pointed out that the council will have to make a budget revision on the water and sewer depreciation, when going through everything with the audit, the auditor requested that it be done so that next year the corrected finding will be satisfied. Other than that, the budget is on track.

Property clean up:  Town Clerk Cherie Wood told the council that the property owner has asked to extend her time to get the storage container mover.  Brad Eyre was informed about an incident of a vehicle pulling out and almost hitting a child that was coming up the sidewalk on a scooter because the person in the vehicle could not see around the storage container.  
The council would like the town clerk to send the property owner a letter stating that she has until October 21st to get the storage container moved.

Planning and zoning new board member:  There was one letter of interest for a new planning and zoning member to take Gaelynn Breinholts place on the board, Dan Cluff.   Mayor Ward Dotson asked Dan Cluff if he felt he could serve on the planning and zoning board with no biases? Dan Cluff said he feel he could be impartial and would like to serve on the board.  Mayor expressed his concerns and feels that Dan has knowledge that could benefit this community but would ask that he let Gaelynn stay on the board until they are finished with the Al Garcia property zoning.  Jennifer Marshall made a motion to accept Dan Cluff to the planning and zoning board.  Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion.  Jennifer Marshall voted yes, Brandon Wiseman voted yes, Ward Dotson voted yes, Brad Eyre voted no, Kevin Carter voted no.  The motion passed. 

Pay bills:  The bills were reviewed and the Tucker High Adventure Tours bill with the bikes for the library was discussed.  The council is concerned that if Shannon Terry purchases these bikes, she will not have enough money in the grant to buy something to store them in.  Shannon is willing to store them at her house but the council does not agree.  The council would like to see her purchase a storage container to have back of the library on town property to store them in.  Hold out paying the bill for the bikes until it is known that there is enough money to purchase the storage container.  Brad Eyre made a motion to pay the bills except the bikes, Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion; all voted in favor, the motion passed.  

Brad Eyre made a motion to adjourn, Brandon Wiseman seconded the motion, all voted in favor

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm                                                                         Cherie C. Wood  

 






