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Governor’s Executive Residence Commission



MEETING

April 18, 2024

MINUTESU
Members Present:

Jesselie Anderson, Chair
Vicki Bourns
Marvin Dodge
Paul Monson

Susan Crook

Members Absent: 

Jennifer Ortiz

Ellie Sonntag
Gloria Kummer

David Baird

Guests in Attendance:

Lynda Horne
Governor’s Mansion
Mike Ambre



DFCM

CeeCee Niederhauser

DFCM

Mike Keeney



DFCM

Jeff Wrigley



DFCM

David Ericson



Mansion Foundation

Byron Russell



Mansion Foundation

Lt. George Hansen


UHP

Lt. Bryce Rowser


UHP

Sergeant Brian Peterson

UHP

The Governor’s Executive Residence Commission met at the Governor’s Mansion located at 603 East South Temple, Salt Lake City.  The meeting commenced at 10:06 am.
· WELCOME
Chair Jesselie Anderson extended a welcome to board members and consultants expressing gratitude for their service to the commission.  She reported that several members' terms were set to expire in May, but they have all been reappointed until 2028.  
· APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 4, 2024 MEETING
Chair Jesselie Anderson requested a motion to approve the minutes.

MOTION: 
Susan Crook moved to approve the minutes of January 4, 2024 meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ellie Sonntag and passed unanimously. 
· ACKNOWLEDGEMENT/ APPRECIATION FOR SERVICE FOR JIM RUSSELL AND LT. ROWSER
Chair Jesselie Anderson extended gratitude to Lt. Rowser and Jim Russell for their dedicated service to the commission. As Director of DFCM, Jim has been an invaluable consultant since 2020, instrumental in fostering cohesion within the group. His proposal of a master plan for the Mansion property, coupled with his visionary approach and collaborative spirit, has been pivotal from the outset.

Additionally, Lt. Rowser has played a crucial role in enhancing our understanding of security concerns pertinent to the Mansion property. His profound insight into the property dynamics and the evolving security landscape, particularly regarding the safety of the first family, has been invaluable. Even though Lt. Rowser has moved on to another assignment, he remains enthusiastic about the Block 407 project and its transformative potential for the area.

During the meeting, Lt. Rowser introduced Sergeant Brian Peterson, and Lt. George Hansen who joins the team to assume Lt. Rowser's responsibilities at the Mansion property. The commission extended a warm welcome, taking the opportunity to introduce themselves to the new UHP officers.

Chair Anderson excused the First Lady who is recovering from surgery and will not be attending our meeting.

· GOVERNOR’S MANSION UPDATE
Mansion Manager Lynda Horne provided updates on recent developments at the mansion since our last meeting. She highlighted the vibrant atmosphere that has characterized the mansion, with a flurry of meetings, events, and dinners welcoming visitors from across the globe. Looking ahead, Lynda informed the commission that the Governor and First Lady are gearing up for a busy summer, including hosting the National Governor’s Association event in July.

Chair Anderson acknowledged the invaluable support extended by the state to facilitate the first family's functions and events at the mansion.

· MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PROGRESS FOR BLOCK 407
Jeff Wrigley provided an update on the Block 407 project, highlighting the commencement of upgrades to access control at the mansion and the establishment of the UHP headquarters on the grounds. The remodel of the Glendinning mansion is poised to progress, with CRSA Architects as the designer. Programming for subsequent phases, including underground parking, is advancing, with plans to review costs and sequencing with the governor. Expansion plans for the first family's private space and renovation designs for the carriage house are also underway to enhance auxiliary space. Priority now shifts to integrating recently acquired properties into the Block 407 expansion. Jeff Wrigley expressed satisfaction with the collaboration among CRSA, staff, and the first family, emphasizing the strength of the team. The aim is to complete the Glendinning mansion for the UHP by the holidays to accommodate the anticipated surge in visitors.
The meeting included discussions about future plans for adjacent properties and the duration of stay for current tenants. Chair Anderson emphasized the importance of historic preservation in the mansion area, highlighting the sensitivity toward its historical significance. Jeff Wrigley assured that the project could proceed regardless of developments with adjacent properties. Mike Ambre emphasized the importance of obtaining consensus before making decisions about adjacent buildings. Commission member Paul Monsen generously offered his students' assistance with surveys or documentation of the properties at no cost.  Commission member Susan Crook viewed this as beneficial for the commission's public relations.
Byron Russell raised the question of whether there's a plan to engage with neighbors to avoid any misunderstandings. Lynda Horne noted that an architect is already involved, allowing for a clearer presentation of the project's vision once the program is established. Mike stressed the need to finalize the plan and determine whether the buildings will be demolished. As of now, there's uncertainty regarding the course of action, and no communication has been made to nearby residents.
· SECURITY UPDATE
Sergeant Brian Peterson of the UHP provided an update on mansion security, noting minimal changes. In the future there will be enhanced security measures, including guest parking in the east lot, with access through the Glendinning home before reaching the main mansion entrance. Discussion ensued regarding improved accessibility for disabled guests, to which Sergeant Peterson expressed confidence in the new setup's enhanced accessibility. Additionally, patrons can access the mansion grounds via the west entrance, with advanced security arrangements available upon request. Overall, this new layout promises heightened public accommodation.
· DINING ROOM MURAL UPDATE
Commission member Ellie Sonntag reported that the Governor’s Mansion Foundation's successfully raised funds for dining room enhancements at the mansion These include a stunning tapestry installation on the wall and a set of portieres to adorn the space between the dining room and the library. Additionally, new curtains will grace the library windows. We anticipated completion in time for the National Governor’s Event.  Samples of the materials are currently available for viewing in the dining room. Notably, these updates mark the first replacements of interior fabrics and furnishings in the mansion after an impressive 28 years.
· GOVERNOR’S MANSION FOUNDATION UPDATE FOR 2024
Byron Russell, representing the Governor’s Mansion Foundation, expressed sincere gratitude for commission member Ellie Sontagg, whose expertise in historic preservation, particularly in fabrics, textures, and designs, greatly enriches their endeavors. The Foundation meticulously manages its accounts to fund interior furnishings at the mansion, raising funds through events such as the Utah Artist Awards event. This sold-out event holds significant meaning for Utah artists, providing them with a platform to showcase their talents at the mansion and receive well-deserved recognition for their work.
· NEW BUSINESS, QUESTIONS FROM THE BOARD, NEXT MEETING
Chair Anderson proposed reconvening in the Fall to further delve into the progress of the Master plan. The suggested date is Thursday, October 3rd, at 9:00 am, ensuring ample opportunity to witness the ongoing developments.
· PUBLIC COMMENT
The Chair asked if there were any comments from the public.  None came forward.

· ADJOURNMENT
Chair Anderson expressed appreciation for the board.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:59 am.
