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KANARRAVILLE TOWN CORPORATION
40 South Main Street, HC 65 Box 148
Kanarraville UT 84742
(435) 867-1852

September 12, 2024, 6:30 pm
Kanarraville Town Hall 40 South Main

GUESTS PRESENT AT THE MEETING: Kevin Bechtol, Sheleah Bechtol, Patti Morris, Joe Williams
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Allred called the September 12, 2024 meeting to order.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Allred called on Thayne Williams to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. ROLL CALL:
	Councilor Brandon Jonsson		Here
	Councilor Jared Blackburn		Here
	Councilor Stoney Shugart		Here
	Councilor Thayne Williams		Here
	Mayor Tyler Allred			Here

4. DISCLOSURES AND DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 8, 2024: Mayor Allred asked for a motion to approve the August 8, 2024 Town Board Minutes. Councilor Williams moved to approve the Minutes from August 8th. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
6. OFFICER/MEMBER REPORTS: 
	a. BOARD MEMBERS: Councilor Shugart reported that the two culverts were put in. He is looking into the cost to go down Main Street. They will do the lower ones first, so they don’t have problems with the Highway 91 crossing. Councilor Shugart added that John Batty will be identifying the 6 or 7 trees that they will have removed for next year.
Councilor Jonsson stated that the water tests were good. The spring is putting out 35.5 gallons. He has heard from Rocky Mountain Power about our gas diversion. Dominion Energy requested power in the easement from Rocky Mtn Power and the power company said not without an easement from the town.
	b. KANARRA FALLS MANAGER: Holly Hadley said we need a vote on the parking lot stair project to be completed by Valley Underground. Hadley said she talked to South Central about getting internet to the kiosk and they reported it couldn’t be done without a trench from the restrooms to the kiosk. 
Heidi Loveland said we are currently getting internet for free from Infowest but our contract expired in May of this year. Right now, we are going month to month. We have Century Link for our 
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phones. We would like to change the phones and internet to South Central and renegotiate the contract with Infowest for the tower on the hill. Our hope is to get enough to cover the South Central charges. Loveland hasn’t talked to South Central yet. Internet at each location will be $125 and the phone is $25 per line. We need a line at Town Hall and one at the fire station. Right now, we pay $274 for the phone at the fire house and Town Hall. The phones at Town Hall have been out for three weeks now, and we’ve had problems off and on for months. However, they just got them fixed yesterday. Loveland asked the Board if they were okay with us switching to South Central. They will give us a break on installation at Town Hall and the fire station. 
Councilor Blackburn asked why we need to trench internet from the restrooms to the kiosk at the Falls. Holly Hadley said right now we have a transmitter on the restrooms. Councilor Blackburn said we just need a repeater from the restroom to the kiosk, there’s no need to dig a trench. Councilor Shugart said whenever something is hard wired it is more reliable. Mayor Allred agreed. Councilor Blackburn expressed several concerns. The Board decided to go the trench route. 
Holly Hadley said we are scheduled to install the new ladder next week. Funder asked if there was a side-by-side they could use to get people and equipment into the work site. SUU has also asked for help loading cargo onto the helicopter in the parking lot. The town side by side only fits two people. Mayor Allred said he has an old one they can use that holds three and has a bed. Hadley said search and rescue will also be there to help.
Holly Hadley reported that Funder is hiring a professional photographer to document the installation. Hadley asked the Board if they were willing to contribute to paying the photographer. Iron County Tourism will also be chipping in. The Board agreed to help pay for the photographer.
Hadley talked about the donor sign for the Kanarra Falls parking lot. Andy Funder said he will use the leftover metal/parts from the ladder to make it. He will make a back panel of the mountains. The front part will have a history of the ladder and the donation plaques. We don’t have exact estimates for the sign yet, but he thinks the additional cost will be $800 to $1,500. UCI can make donation plaques. They will be $10 each. 
Hadley asked if we were ready to open the donations up to businesses outside of Kanarraville? That would go for the ladder step donations as well. Funder has spoken to several businesses interested in donating; however, they asked about a free yearly pass to the Falls. Councilor Shugart said he is fine with the businesses going on the donation wall, but he doesn’t feel that ladder step donations should get a free yearly pass to the Falls - it is a donation. The Board agreed.
Hadley reminded the Board that October 5th is “Hike with your neighbor day at the Falls”. There will be a hot dog lunch served to the first 150 hikers. Councilor Williams asked for help with some of the activities. Hadley said there will be people from SUU helicopters as well as kiosk employees hiking.
	c. TOWN CLERK - BUDGET, EXPENDITURES, INTERNET AND PHONE FOR TOWN FACILITIES, POST OFFICE UPDATE: 
Heidi Loveland asked if there are any questions from the Board about the expenditures. Councilor Blackburn asked about the town water bills. The cemetery is the highest bill for water, but it is lower from what it was last month, and he said that comes from hose watering. The timers are set and will be the same amount of water each month. Councilor Williams moved to approve the expenditures for the month. Councilor Blackburn seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Heidi Loveland said we are ready to do the electrical and plumbing at the post office. Councilor Jonsson said we are on the schedule for those jobs.
7. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT: Kim Ward stated that the owners of the lot behind Terry Besmehn asked about the ordinances and setbacks to build on that lot. The Planners talked about the lot, how narrow it is, and the irrigation ditch that runs along the base of the dike. Mayor Allred recommended that we have the property line surveyed and staked on the dike so we can see where the property line is. The property is 1.08 acres and only about .08% of it is flat. Loveland said the septic system and setbacks would be the biggest problem on that piece of property. Mayor Allred recommended that they speak to an engineer about fitting a house on the property that works with the setbacks. The irrigation ditch would also have an easement connected to it. 
8. PUBLIC FORUM: Sheleah Bechtol would like to see a storage container at the post office for Christmas packages. Mayor Allred said the town poured a concrete pad to add more boxes that never went anywhere.
There are no further comments from the public.
9. RESOLUTION 9-12-24 A RESOLUTION TO SET UP STATE OF UTAH PTIF ACCOUNTS AND APPROVE AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS TO MAINTAIN SAID ACCOUNTS: Heidi Loveland said she sent the board an email about setting up the PTIF accounts. Loveland said right now, most of the town money is saved in money market accounts. If we move everything into PTIF’s we will get more interest. They are at 5.6% interest rate now. We can take money out any time but need a day or two for large transfers. She wanted to make sure the Board knows that the accounts are not FDIC insured. Mayor Allred asked for a motion to approve opening of the PTIF accounts. Councilor Blackburn moved to approve the PTIF accounts for town investments. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Heidi Loveland read Resolution No. 9-12-24 to the Board.
ROLL CALL:
	Councilor Brandon Jonsson		Yes
	Councilor Jared Blackburn		Yes
	Councilor Stoney Shugart		Yes
	Councilor Thayne Williams		Yes

The resolution passed.
Joseph Williams emphasized that as a safeguard, two signatures should be required for all withdrawal of funds.
10. ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER HOOKUP AT TOWN CEMETERY AND TRANSFER STATION: Mayor Allred asked for a motion to approve hooking up power at the cemetery and transfer station. Councilor Williams moved to hookup power through Rocky Mountain Power to the cemetery and transfer station. Brandon Jonsson seconded the motion. All were in favor.
11. VALLEY UNDERGROUND BID FOR TOWN HALL WATER LINE: Mayor Allred asked for a motion to approve Valley Underground to fix the water line in front of Town Hall. Councilor Jonsson moved to approve Valley Underground to do the work here at Town Hall. Councilor Williams seconded the motion. All were in favor.
12. WORK AT WATER TANKS (RUST REMOVAL, REPAINT INTERIOR, AND REINSULATE AND PAINT GATE VALVES): Mayor Allred said Midco, the company who cleaned our water tanks, had the recommendations listed above on their list after their report was finished. Heidi Loveland said after receiving that report, the Board mentioned they wanted this matter brought up again in the Fall. Councilor Jonsson said we need to get bids from contractors to do the work. Mayor Allred said winter is the best time to do it because demand is low, and the well isn’t running. We could do one tank at a time. The Board asked Loveland to come back with bids and they would discuss it again.
13. IRON COUNTY’S REQUEST TO CLEAN UP TOWN BOUNDARY LINES: Mayor Allred said Reed Erickson met with he and Heidi Loveland about cleaning up the town boundaries and the properties that are part in the town and part in the county. Reed Erickson was not able to attend the Town Board meeting, but he sent the proposed changes to the town boundaries which were projected on the screen. Mayor Allred reviewed the county’s proposed changes, and he reviewed some of the properties on the map showing who would be out and who would be in. Mayor Allred talked about the town boundary changes and the county’s proposed Tier 2 designation. Tier 2 means every lot needs to be 10 at least acres. To put two houses on a ten acre parcel the owners would have to put in special septic systems. If we decide to annex in the future, the new lots will have to keep the same zoning as they are now in the county. Heidi Loveland said Reed Erickson will be here to explain everything further and take questions on September 26th. The whole meeting will be on this issue. She said if the Board is not interested in moving forward with this, or if they have any questions, it would be good to know now so that information can be passed on to Reed Erickson. 
Councilor Jonsson expressed his concerns about annexing some people without annexing everyone and the various legal issues that would raise. We went over this a year ago and seems like when the county doesn’t like the decision, they keep coming back for a different answer.
Mayor Allred asked if we should have Reed Erickson down on the 26th to present their proposal, or just stay where we are and let the county zone everything as Tier 2 around us. Councilor Jonsson said we need to be consistent especially with so many large pieces of property around town. Councilor Shugart said his concern pertains to providing water to additional subdivided properties. If the town couldn’t provide water and/or services, there’s a chance we would have to join the water conservancy and lose our independence. Councilor Shugart said he is fine cleaning up the borders and fixing the half in and half out properties, but he doesn’t want to inadvertently grow the town. Also, not one property owner who is partially in and out has ever come into the town to ask us to fix the problem. If a property owner wants to be annexed in, they should approach us. Councilor Jonsson agreed.
Heidi Loveland suggested adding these proposed changes to the annexation map then the properties could be considered on a case-by-case basis as they approach the town. Councilor Jonsson said he was fine with Reed Erickson coming to a future meeting to explain the proposed changes. Councilor Blackburn said he agreed with Councilor Jonsson that it only makes sense for the people who are partially in/out, rather than bringing in property that abuts the town, like Jared Cornelius. Loveland said that is why it would be good to meet with Reed Erickson to discuss the criteria for proposed annexation or deannexation. Councilor Jonsson said he won’t be here as he will be hunting off and on until mid-November. The rest of the board is okay with Reed coming on the 26th.
14. PROPOSED WATER RATE CHANGE-LOWER GALLONS AND REVIEW TIERED RATES: Mayor Allred said he would like to propose a change to the water base rate. He proposed lowering the number of gallons from 17,000 to 12,000 and keep the current base rate and tiers. This change would only affect the high-water users. Most residents use less than the 17,000 gallons allowed. Councilor Jonsson disagreed and said he had already calculated the proposed change using the numbers from his last water bill. It would go from $35 to $56, so this change would affect customers who use more than 18,000 gallons. Mayor Allred said the town is looking at some big water projects in the future. To apply for state funding, the water rates need to be at a certain level. Mayor Allred recommended getting ahead of the game so when the time comes to apply for funding, we don’t need to raise the rates all at once. 
Councilor Jonsson feels the state uses scare tactics to justify a rate hike. The town will not have to replace the whole water system at once. Mayor Allred agreed but said we still need to meet the state requirements to qualify for grants. The state is asking communities to conserve, therefore, it’s the high-water users that are being hit the hardest. Mayor Allred said if we don’t control our resources and get into compliance, there’s a chance it could be taken away from us for not managing our resources. Councilor Jonsson said he can’t justify raising water rates just to have a huge balance sitting in a bank account somewhere pending a potential major catastrophe. Mayor Allred reiterated that we will be penalizing the residents if we are not prepared. The town doesn’t currently have the funds to pay for major repairs to the system without state and/or federal grants. You don’t buy car insurance after the accident. Mayor Allred said he is not proposing to change the base rate, only lowering the gallons.
Councilor Shugart said there are several factors that determine water rates. We have a simple, gravity fed system which is relatively new except for the pvc pipe. Councilor Shugart suggested coming up with a dollar amount to save for and shoot for that. We transferred $200,000 into the Capital Projects Fund last year. Heidi Loveland reminded the Board that the General Fund and Enterprise Fund need to run independent of each other. The town cannot use one fund to supplement the other. Councilor Shugart said he called Tony Cornelius to ask his opinion on the pvc pipe and Tony said the pvc pipes are fine. The water tanks have recently been cleaned. He agrees that we need to save money for the future, but there isn’t a bank in the country that wouldn’t give us a loan. Loveland said Sunrise Engineering is updating our Water Master Plan and the town might be looking at another water tank, in addition to refurbishing the spring. We can’t look to the Falls to pay for any of this. 
Heidi Loveland said two years ago when the water rates were changed, the Board decided to raise them a little bit every year. However, no decisions need to be made tonight. Mayor Allred agreed that it’s best to raise the water rates or lower the gallons a little bit every year instead of all at once. We could even reduce the base rate gallons by 1,000 a year and gradually get it lower. But we need to think about it. At the county water conservancy, we raise the rates every year. Also, we need to start working on a conservancy plan. Various water conservation plans were discussed. Heidi Loveland reminded the Board that we did recently increase the amount of money saved to the Water Fund, so we are doing something. 
Heidi Loveland asked the Board if they wanted to see this item on a future agenda for discussion. There was no reply, so Mayor Allred moved onto the next item.
15. ANNOUNCEMENTS: None.
16. CLOSED MEETING: None.
17. ADJOURN: Mayor Allred asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilor Williams moved to adjourn. Councilor Blackburn seconded the motion. All were in favor.
The meeting adjourns at 8:25 pm.
Submitted by:


Heidi Loveland
Town Clerk Kanarraville
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