


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 11, 2024
7:00 PM

[bookmark: _Hlk173929726]ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Member Dallin, J Holmgren, Mecham, Anderson, Clerk Holmgren, and Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Gil Miller, Fred Hayes, Stefanie Tugaw-Madsen

ABSENT: Council Member Riggin Holmgren

WELCOME: Invocation by Clerk Andreasen.  Mayor Armstrong asked everyone to join in a moment of silence for those who lost their lives in the 9/11 attacks.  Mayor Armstrong also acknowledged that we lost a former Mayor and resident of our community Elmo Christensen.

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  October 9, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from August 14, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes August 14, 2024 be approved.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Fred Hayes wanted to thank the Fire Department for helping out and put out the fire at his house.
Fred Hayes talked about forests fires being mismanaged.  Stated there was not a lot of publicizing of the Governors debate.   He encouraged families to be educated on news events and not just listening to one source.  He states there is a lot of propaganda and censorship.

REVIEW CORNER LOT SETBACKS:  It was suggested our zoning regulations on corner lots need to be clearer.  Planning and Zoning Administrator Gil Miller drew up some examples of what he thought might work.  He would like to have a uniform setback.  Gil states most cities have setbacks that are uniform.  The example he likes would make side yards and rear yards 20 feet and the from minimum of 30 feet for a corner lot.  The planning commission is looking for guidance from the Council.  Does the council want it uniform or something different.  Council Member Mecham asked if there was a reason the setbacks would be 20 and 30 feet.  Gil stated it is just an example.  You could make the setbacks what you want.  Council Member Mecham questioned the 10ft from the house to an accessory building.  He talked to a friend that works with emergency services and he stated that hardly every do they ever have to drive into a lot between a house and accessory building.  Council Member Anderson states the distance between is also to keep other buildings from catching on fire.  Council Member Mecham asked when the current code was established and why was it established.  Gil stated In 1979 the governor Rampton sent one out that all the towns adopted without any changes.  Bear River City never adopted it, but went off from it.  Clerk Andreasen stated our code was established in 1998.  Council Member Mecham would like to amend the code so all corner lots have a front yard and a rear yard.  Then the resident decides what is their front and rear lot would be. We have had problems with this in the past.   How would we enforce it?  The code as it is written now is unclear and can be interpreted many ways.   Gil stated that the buildable space would solve this problem.  The setbacks on the examples are just an example.  The council would need to decide how many feet the setbacks would be.   The Planning Commission is asking the City Council for guidance.  Then the Planning Commission will send a recommendation to the City Council for approval.  Mayor Armstrong asks what we want to send to the PC for a suggestion.   The council would like to standardize the corner lot.  Council Member Mecham doesn’t want to just choose a number out of thin air.  He wants there to be a reason behind it.  Council Member Dallin asked if there is somebody that can help us come up with the number of feet for the set back.  Mayor Armstrong suggested asking David Ormond or if he would have a suggestion of who we could ask.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested asking the county.   Mayor Armstrong suggested starting with Scott Lyons from the County.  It was also suggested to contact Margie at BRAG.

PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE:  Council Member Dallin stated that we received a bid for the swings.  It was an ok bid.  It was a little more than he would have hoped.  He was wondering if we could have a resident of the town that has the knowledge, build (weld) the swing instead of going through the company that submitted the bid.  Clerk Holmgren checked with the insurance.  This is the insurance risk management response:  We recommend using certified installers for playground equipment.  This is due to the need to set grades for proper fall protection depth and to ensure angles are correct to prevent head entrapment hazards.  That said, swings are fairly straight forward.  If you were to use a local contractor, make sure they have insurance and follow the installation instructions to the T.

Council Member Dallin is going to contact Alan Christensen and see if he would be interested in the project and placing a bid.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS UPATE:  None

SMITH ANNEXATION – APPROVAL/DENIAL RESOLUTION NO 2024-09-07:  The Council decided to deny the annexation for the Smith Property.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to deny the application for annexation with the caveat in the future this can be revisited and changed.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

STEFANIE MADSEN – JOHNSEN LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT – POSSIBLE APPROVAL/DENIAL RESOLUTION NO 2024-09-08:  Stefanie Tugaw-Madsen has been asked by the Johnsen family to represent them for this Lot Line Adjustment.  It is a two-property lot line adjustment.  All they are doing is taking a half-acre from one and adding it to the other.  It leaves both lots conforming lots.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve Resolution No 2024-09-08 to approve the Lot Line Adjustment.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT FEE: There has not been anything in the code for Lot Line Adjustment Procedure.  Clerk Andreasen put together an application and will have Gil read over it and see if it needs any changes.  We also need to set a fee.  The Council decided the fee to be $50.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Lot Line Adjustment Fee of $50.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

APPOINT SECRETARY FOR SUBDIVISION LAND USE AUTHORITY:  Mayor Armstrong asked Shanda Reney if she would be interested in being the secretary for the Subdivision Land Use Authority.  She said she could do it.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to appoint Shanda Reney as Secretary to the Subdivision Land Use Authority.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW IRRIGATION LETTER AND SET DATE AND TIME FOR MEETING: Council liked the letter.  Mayor Armstrong would like actual numbers included and broken down per household.  Council Member J Holmgren would like it stated that the original system is broken and needs to be fixed.  Council Member R Holmgren is not in attendance at tonight's meeting.  The council would like to table this until next month.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Mecham, Anderson, Dallin, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Park - Garbage Cans need to be moved out of the handicap parking spots.  Can something be done to make the Handicap spots more accessible.  As it is now it is very uneven.  Does this need to be paved?  

Farmers Market - Council Member Mecham was wondering if it is the towns market or is it private.  Someone wanted to sell there and was told no.  It is not the towns farmer’s market.  It is run by a private party.

Someone complained that the cemetery needs more trees.  They could only be planted around the outer edges.  

CLOSED MEETING:  Council Member Dallin motioned to enter into a closed meeting to discuss character, professional competence of an individual.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Open Closed Meeting - Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the closed meeting.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DEPARTMENTS:  Park pump is working and the park is looking better.  Leaks are fixed for now.  He would like to cap off the old line to prevent more problems.

Animal Control Ordinance - Council Member Mecham emailed everyone a draft copy before the meeting.  He asked if they could read through it and give him feedback.  

Cemetery - Council Member J Holmgren stated it was discussed in last month’s meeting that we need to get a certified electrician to come and fix/update both pump house electrical boxes.  They are in rough shape.  Council Member Mecham stated he also needs an electrician to look at the shed and flagpole at the cemetery.

Park - Council Member Dallin asked one of the Clerks to make a simple sign stating we are looking for bids for light installation at the park.  Then hang the sign at the store, civic center and post office.  Bids due 1st of October.  He also asked if the city can give a donating contractor paperwork for their donation.  Clerks will look into this.

Arena - Lynn Green has been taking care of the arena.  He stated he did not need to be paid the rest of the year, because the arena is not being used as much.

Emails - We are in the process of changing the website and emails over to .gov.  This needs to be done by the end of the year.  Does any council members want an email or would you like to continue using your personal emails.  This will cost the town approximately $140 per email per year.  We will need one for both clerks, the mayor and gil.  None of the council members want a new email.  Curtis will work with them to change over the website.

Box Elder Summit - Everyone received a flyer to the Box Elder Summit.  Please let Clerk Holmgren know if you want to go, so she can get you registered.  Council Member J Holmgren, and both Clerks will attend.

Thank You Dinner - This will be held on Monday.  If there is weather, it will be at the Civic Center.

Dog Kennel - If we cannot take dogs at our kennel because we don’t have an employee there at all times, what are we doing with dogs if we have a problem.  Council Member Mecham stated that they will probably be kept at the animal control officer’s house.  This is touched on in the proposed animal control ordinance.

Cemetery - The new section of the cemetery has sold about half of the lots.  We need to start thinking of what we need to do next to open more lots to be sold.

Tombstone Tales - This will take place on September 28, at 6:30.  This will be a night of history.  There will be an individual at the headstone talking about how their ancestor was an asset to our community.  

1st East Drain - Council Member J Holmgren asked if it was ok with the council to have this cleaned out before we have problems in the spring.  It was agreed this would be a good idea.

Driveway Culverts Drain Ditch – Council Member J Holmgren asked if a culvert is plugged whose responsibility is it to clean out the culvert.  Is it the city where it is on city property?  The council agreed it is the city’s responsibility to clean it out.

Acme Water – Council Member J Holmgren ask where Acme Water waived some of our fees for a few leaks, can we waive the Acme Water Excavation Permits going forward.  This would just be waiving the fee, not the ordinance.  Council Members state this would be a good idea, but we should ask the attorney.  

Subdivision - Council Member Mecham asked if we have heard back from the engineer about the questions, we emailed him.  There has been no response.  Clerk Holmgren will try again and will also talk to our attorney about it.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 9:35 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved October 9, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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