
	SENTENCING COMMISSION MINUTES – pending approval

	Committee
	Utah Sentencing Commission

	Date
Time
Location
	Thursday, June 20th, 2024
12 PM – 2 PM
Hybrid Zoom Virtual meeting – CCJJ Large Conference Room, CCJJ Offices

	Members Present
	
Virtual Attendance: Craig Barlow, Neira Siaperas, Blake Murdoch, Annie Taliaferro, Judge Vernice Trease, Brian Redd, Rob VanDyke, Beatriz Herrera, April Graham (for Brett Peterson), 

In-Person Attendance: Richard Mauro, Jeff Buhman (for Ryan Robinson), Christina Zidow, Scott Stephenson, Pam Vickrey, Tom Ross

	Staff & 
Visitors
	Staff: Danica Bodley, Dan Strong, Elizabeth Klc, Michele Leslie (virtual), Van Nguyen (virtual), Marlesse Jones, Katie Fox

Visitors: Lana Taylor, Katie Stahl (virtual), Nathaniel Erb (virtual), Melissa Stirba (virtual), Alissa Black, Art Brown, MayKela Xoc (virtual)

	Agenda Item
	Welcome and Introductions – Dan Strong, Director

	Notes
	Dan Strong welcomes the commission to the June 20th Utah Sentencing Commission meeting.

The commission reviewed the previous meeting minutes from Thursday, April 25th, 2024.

Motion: Tom Ross motions for the commission to approve the minutes as presented. Richard Mauro seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously.


	Agenda Item
	Sentencing Commission Business –  Dan Strong

	Notes
	New Sentencing Commission Membership

Dan Strong discusses the new changes to the Sentencing Commission membership under Senate Bill 200. There are now 17 members in the commission. New terms have been stated for the following members of the commission:

Two-Year Terms: Ryan Robinson, Ann Taliaferro, Christina Zidow, Mike Smith
Four-Year Terms: Richard Mauro, Judge Vernice Trease, Judge Brody Keisel, Rob Van Dyke, Pam Vickrey

Dan Strong welcomes the new members to the commission; Neira Sipas, Ann Marie Taliaferro, Brett Murdoch.

Chair and Vice Chair Elections

A Chair and Vice Chair under the new sentencing commission member makeup must be selected. The commission may nominate two individuals to fill the Chair positions.

Ann Taliaferro nominates Pam Vickrey for Chair.
Jeff Buhman motions for Ryan Robinson for Vice Chair.

Motion: Tom Ross motions for the commission to close nominations and approve of Pam Vickrey continuing as Chair of the Utah Sentencing Commission, and Ryan Robinson as Vice Chair. Scott Stephenson seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously.

Overview of Sentencing Commission Procedures

Dan Strong underlines the procedures of the Sentencing Commission. This includes establishing and maintaining the following.

The commission will review the release and supervision guidelines as well as the juvenile disposition guidelines. The commission will make recommendations to the legislature, governor and judicial council regarding the adult sentencing guideline documents. The commission will provide training and recommendations related to the guideline documents and provide analysis and recommendations to CCJJ regarding proposed legislation or policies impacting sentencing, release and supervision.

The commission may not take public positions on proposed legislation or policy changes. Elizabeth Klc will be assisting with the communication bridge with legislators and CCJJ/USC.

The current standing subcommittees under the Sentencing Commission are the following.
· Adult Guidelines Subcommittee
· Juvenile Guidelines Subcommittee

These subcommittees will review and recommend guidelines updates and/or changes and bring recommendations back to the commission for discussions and votes.

The sentencing commission also created a DUI Guidelines Working Group to make recommendations on the new DUI with Injury guidelines.

The working groups and subcommittees meet as needed and can bring in outside expertise.

On or before October 31st, the commission will present guideline recommendations to law enforcement and judiciary committees. After January 1st, 2025, the legislature will vote on recommendations by concurrent resolution. In upcoming rulemaking, the commission will develop administrative rules for the Sentencing Commission.

2024/2025 Sentencing Guidelines Update

The Sentencing Commission has created drafts of both the Adult and Juvenile Guidelines. The drafts incorporate legislative changes since the last versions. These changes include DUI homicide guidelines and high frequency offender changes. There are fixes for various issues raised by practitioners. Implementation challenges include:
· Technical issues
· Recent feedback that some proposals still need work
· Training/Rollout
· Budgeting

Before October 31st, there will be DUI Guideline and supervision tool changes.

Dan laid out two potential options for the commission: option 1) approve the current drafts for publication under our old process without legislative approval and then prepare a 2nd version with more updates to be presented to the legislature this Fall; option 2) work all of last year’s changes and the new material into one new version of the guidelines to be presented to the legislature. 

At the last meeting, the commission supported the two-step process, but given the issues that have been raised as we approach publication of Version 1, several stakeholders have requested that we pursue the second option and just do one update in time for the legislative process.

Motion: Jeff Buhman (for Ryan Robinson) motions for the commission to have only one update for the guidelines. Tom Ross seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously.


	Agenda Item
	Prosecutor-Initiated Re-Sentencing –  Nathaniel Erb & Katie Stahl

	
	Katie Stahl and Nathaniel Erb provided information about a proposal for prosecutor-led resentencing. This proposal was part of SB 200 last year but was removed prior to passage so that it could be discussed with stakeholder groups and adapted to Utah’s indeterminate sentencing system.

Katie and Nathaniel explained that re-offense rates for individuals who have been incarcerated for a very long time tend to be low. People “age out” of criminality. Sometimes victims, prosecutors, and the defendant may all agree enough time has been served despite more time being left on the sentence. In those cases, “re-sentencing” the defendant to an earlier release date may be a just outcome.

They propose to let prosecutors initiate resentencing because they are the institutional actor most likely to object. 

Five different states have already passed this legislation: California, Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Washington. Over one thousand and one hundred people resentenced follow the recommendation of prosecutors through this process.

The commission discussed the issue and asked questions including whether existing BOPP processes already cover this. Nathaniel and Katie’s group will continue to meet with stakeholders and the legislature and refine this proposal. 


	Agenda Item
	Sex Offense Management Advisory Committee Report –  Dr. Michele Leslie

	
	Dr. Michele Leslie presents to the commission about the Sexual Offense Management Advisory
Council. Dr. Leslie’s group is working on two major issues: 1) establishing best practices for sex-offense treatment; 2) creating a proposal for a more risk-based sex offense registry.

Dr. Leslie went over where both proposals currently stand and how they align with current research. Dan and Dr. Leslie explained that the legislature, particularly the law enforcement interim committee, wished to hear a proposal for a risk-based registry during this interim session and that Dr. Leslie will likely be speaking to this in an upcoming interim hearing. 

The group discussed the proposals and invited Dr. Leslie to keep the sentencing commission apprised of all developments. 


	Agenda Item
	Public Comment

	
	No public comment was addressed at this time.


	Agenda Item
	Adjourn

	Notes
	Motion: Jeff Buhman (for Ryan Robinson) motions for the commission to adjourn. Richard Mauro seconds the motion. The motion was unanimously agreed upon.
The commission adjourns.

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 4th, 2024 from Noon-2 PM.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Location: Anchor Location: CCJJ Offices, East Senate Building
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86535894455?pwd=1czL5AXiG0TL4RylftDa3zIAENduHQ.1
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