
	SENTENCING COMMISSION MINUTES – pending approval

	Committee
	Utah Sentencing Commission

	Date
Time
Location
	Thursday, April 25th, 2024
12 PM – 2 PM
Hybrid Zoom Virtual meeting – CCJJ Large Conference Room, CCJJ Offices

	Members Present
	
Virtual Attendance: Richard Mauro, Beatriz Herrera, Skye Lazaro, Rob VanDyke, Sen. Daniel Thatcher, Sen. Stephanie Pitcher, Judge Sharon Sipes, MayKela Cox, Ryan Robinson

In-Person Attendance: Tom Ross, Chief Craig Black, Christina Zidow, Pam Vickrey, John Mejia, Scott Stephenson, Dennis Martinez, Brian Redd

	Staff & 
Visitors
	Staff: Danica Bodley, Dan Strong, Elizabeth Klc, Van Nguyen (virtual), Kayley Richards (virtual), Marlesse Jones, 

Visitors: Art Brown, Raechel Lizon (virtual), Sam Knight (virtual), Melissa Stirba (virtual), Jake Glenn (virtual), Savannah Pike (virtual), Steve Burton, Allison Heffernan (virtual), Eric Hutchings, Amy Hernandez (virtual)

	Agenda Item
	Welcome and Introductions – Pam Vickrey, Chair

	Notes
	Chair Pam Vickrey brings the commission meeting into session.

The commission reviewed the previous meeting minutes from Thursday, February 29th, 2024.

Motion: Christina Zidow motions for the commission to approve the minutes as presented. John Mejia seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously.


	Agenda Item
	Legislative Session Report –  Van Nguyen

	Notes
	Van Nguyen gives a presentation of an overall report during the 2024 Legislative Session. There were five topics identified that had the most bills brought forward to the commission; Justice System Processes, Victims, Mental Health Treatment, Juvenile Justice & Schools and State Agencies.

The Sentencing Commission supported 49 bills, held 11 bills for further discussion and had 7 bills as support-in-concept. Highlight of important bills include:
· SB 213 Sub 3 Criminal Justice Modifications
· HB 21 Sub 1 Criminal Accounts Receivable Amendments
· HB 395 Sub 4 DUI Offense Amendments
· HB 273 Sub 4 Sentencing Modifications for Certain DUI Offenses
· HB 68 Sub 2 Drug Sentencing Modifications
· SB 11 Sex and Kidnap Offender Registry Access


	Agenda Item
	Overview of CCJJ Structure –  Dan Strong

	
	Requested by Ryan Robinson, Dan Strong discusses the overview of CCJJ and the structures connected to the agency.
· Major changes include CCJJ’s membership being cut down to 19 members.
· The Sentencing Commission has been cut down to 17 members.
· USAAV+ will now move to DHHS.
· UBJJ will have JJOC have a chair and/or designee of the chair to hold a seat on CCJJ and the Sentencing Commission.
· The Victim Services Commission will have fourteen members based on statute. The Victim Rights Committees that stem from the Crime Victim’s Council will be integrated with the Victim Services Commission.

There are several divisions and reporting groups that are also beneath the umbrella of CCJJ
· UOVC
· Grants Team
· Data & Research Team
· The Behavior Treatment & Management group will now be under the Sex Offense Management Advisory Council
· Indigent Defense Commission
· Judicial Nominating Commission
· Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission


	Agenda Item
	Sentencing Commission Membership Changes SB200 –  Dan Strong

	
	As of May 1st, 2024, the Sentencing Commission will have a new makeup of 17 members.
1. UDC Director
2. JJYS Director
3. CCJJ Director
4. BOPP Director
5. Trial Judges (down to 1 non-voting)
6. Juvenile Judges (down to 1 non-voting)
7. Adult Defense (now from UACDL)
8. Juvenile Defense (now from UACDL)
9. Attorney General
10. Adult Prosecutor/SWAP
11. Juvenile Prosecutor/SWAP
12. Sheriffs’ Association
13. Treatment Professional (not just Adult)
14. (Adding) State Court Administrator
15. (Adding) IDC Attorney
16. (Adding) JJOC Chair
17. (Adding) VSC Chair


	Agenda Item
	Interim Working Discussions / Timing Discussions –  Dan Strong

	
	Adult Guidelines
The DUI Homicide Guidelines are almost finished. The subcommittee is also looking further into the death aggravating factor, the frequent flier CH score changes, 2F Possession of dangerous weapons. There will be legislative session work to be required. The Adult Guidelines Subcommittee is doing further research on:
· HB 395; DUI injury, DUI homicide, Interlock, the deadline is July 1st
· SB213; Supervision tool changes, the deadline is October 31st

There will be various fixes and clarifications in the Adult Guidelines, including the Misdemeanor Martix Update.

Juvenile Guidelines
The Juvenile Guidelines have not been updated since 2020. Various changes are needed, mainly just to bring them in line with current law. There is a draft version of the changes that were reviewed at the last subcommittee meeting. There are minor tweaks anticipated.

Timing Discussion
SB200 will have a legislative approval process. On or before October 31st of each year, the legislature will annually authorize the commission members progress and work.

Dan proposes two different paths to make the approval process run smoothly:
1. Wait to release any new guidelines until they can be presented to the legislature.
2. Approve the new guidelines before the next meeting in June, and then submit another version to the legislature for approval with additional changes.

Motion: Brian Redd motions for the commission to adopt option 2, publishing one version now and then another submitted to the legislature before October 31. The commission voted unanimously to approve this work plan. 

Art Brown discusses the matrix and additions to HB 395, thanking the commission for their work.


	Agenda Item
	Domestic Violence Tool Update –  Amy Hernandez

	
	Amy Hernandez provides an update to the commission about the DVOT’s pilot program expanding use of DV-specific risk tools in Utah Courts, including the ODARA and DVSIR. 

The DVSIR tool can be used at the same time AP&P conduct their assessments. It could also be used for any other circumstances regarding DV. It is being reworked to make it evidence-based for Utah.

The intention is to roll both tools out to all courts. Other agencies, such as the Indigent Defense Commission, will receive training on how to use the tools.


	Agenda Item
	Public Comment

	
	Art Brown extends his thanks to Dan Strong and Tom Ross for their work throughout the Legislative Session. Mr. Brown also comments that delivering good collective solutions would be to keep the organizations together to make them effective.


	Agenda Item
	Adjourn

	Notes
	Motion: Pam Vickrey motions for the commission to adjourn. Dennis Martinez seconds the motion. The motion was unanimously agreed upon.
The commission adjourns.

Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 20th, 2024 from Noon-2 PM.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Location: Anchor Location: CCJJ Offices, East Senate Building
Zoom link: TBA!
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