Emery County Public Lands Meeting
August 5, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Mistie Christiansen, Sherrel Ward, Mark H. Williams, Jon Gilbert, Rod Player
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Paul Cowley, Scott Jackson, John Anderson, Wayne Ludington, Matt Blocker, Chris Wood, Lara Douglas, Don Kranendonk, Matt Gochis, Jaydon Mead, Kristi Maxwell, Val Payne, Laurel Nielsen, Darren Olsen, Ken Theis, Garrick Hall
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Mistie Christiansen made motion to accept the June 3, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as corrected, seconded by Mark H. Williams, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments and Report on Forest Service Field Trip and Alan Matheson Visit:  Ed stated that a Field Trip on the Forest was held in lieu of last months meeting.  He appreciated Darren Olsen and his associates for another informative and interesting trip.  They got some information on the ongoing rehabilitation from the Seely Fire and developments in timber.  The FS is now at the point where they have more timber available for sale than they have buyers.  

Several members of the council were able to be here when Alan Matheson came from the Governor’s Office.  He reported that Governor Herbert wants to become supportive as much as possible on Congressman Bishop’s initiative and Alan has been assigned to work with Emery County on the LUP.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill and Washington Trip:  Commissioner Nelson turned the time over to Ray.  Ray stated that he, Commissioner Migliori and Randy Johnson spent a couple of working days in Washington about a month ago and that all of their meetings with our delegation members were positive.  They met with Congressman Bishop, Congressman Chaffetz, and staffers from Senator Hatch’s office.  They also met with some personnel from the Council on Environmental Quality.  Ray was aware of this group but was not clear on what they did prior to researching them. They work specifically for the White House and one of their tasks is to identify areas to vet for monument status and so when they met with them they made them aware of what is taking place here in Emery County and surrounding counties, the grassroots efforts and the positive side of doing that.   His impression was that they were all ears and listening but were unaware that anything like this was taking place and you see that a lot in Washington with folks who work with public lands they don’t have a clue of what is taking place at the local level.  We also made them aware of how good our working relationship is with the local BLM folks and local Forest Service folks.  This is contrary to what is portrayed by the news media.  They shared about the same thing with the National Director of BLM, Neil Kornze, and a staffer of Secretary Jewell’s from DOI and that was the most positive meeting they had there, to be able to meet with them and have a receptive audience and make them aware of what we are doing.   
Randy echoed Ray’s remarks and stated that Neil Kornze was a staffer to Senator Harry Reid and was involved in a lot of the land use issues and decisions down in Nevada and was also
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assigned when they were working on Washington County.  He actually came on some of our field trips down there so you have a BLM director that is very well acquainted with the various entities and various conflicts in the state of Utah.  They specifically talked about the expansion of Goblin Valley State Park and got feedback on that process.  It was fairly positively received in all the meetings that they were in. 
Commissioner Nelson stated that Congressman Chaffetz had been to Maryland on June 22nd or 23rd and he invited Representative Elijah Cummings to Utah to see each others districts that they represent.  It was a great experience for him and he listened to us very closely.  He stated that he could drive across his district in 45 minutes and he was very receptive and hospitable and very open-minded.  Commissioner Nelson stated that he thought it wise that they both saw what the issues are in each others district and thought the wisdom of getting powerful eastern representatives in Utah and giving them a look at what we really have as people east of the Mississippi River really don’t have a clue as to what is really out here and if he had his way he would have this happen all over the US a lot more.  
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM): None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris reported on the issue of bears in the Green River area and them eating watermelons.  In June, the Division sat down with the Farm Bureau and some of the watermelon growers in Green River and had a meeting to discuss some short and long term plans and ideas on how to deal with this issue better.  Long term, as an agency, they are looking at changing their policy so that the landowner can work with the agency to remove the animals themselves.  Starting in June, the Division has been on top of things removing numerous deer and bears and just this week they removed two more bears from watermelon fields and cornfields.  The growers in Green River have been happy with their efforts this summer. 
Their biologists have been busy in July doing elk surveys on the Manti classifying elk and using these surveys in making their recommendations that will come up this fall.  
They had a Bat Night in Ferron Canyon a few weeks ago and had about fifteen people from the public come out.  They captured bats and did bat education and it was a great success.

They have been taking the blue-headed sucker out of Ferron Creek and transplanting them to the lower San Rafael. That population has taken a hit primarily due to the large sediment loads from the runoff from the Seely Fire and water quality issues as well.  

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported that it is a busy time of year for them responding to lightning strikes, spraying weeds, trail work, etc.  
The Graben Burn is a prescribed burn above Lowery Creek above Joes Valley and they are waiting for the right conditions to begin.  One of the struggles they had this spring in looking at implementation was the power line that goes across near Potter’s Pond.   Due to fires in Arizona, they were told there was no way to re-route that power and if the fire did anything to 
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affect or shut that power line down that it would affect the majority of Utah County and that 
would be a big liability and wasn’t something the Division wanted to take on at the time.  Their plan is to go out and do a little more fuels work to protect the line.  
The vegetation growth on the Seely Fire is that it is good overall.  The north facing slopes, where it is forested, there is not a lot of vegetation to begin with and with the fire getting established it burnt really hot and so some of the north facing slopes are slow to respond but a lot of the south, east, and west facing slopes have really come back well.  There is still flooding this year and there are some areas that have yet to re-establish.  The Aspens are coming in and how quickly depends on the landscape.  They have 3-4 foot Aspen in a lot of places and it depends on how quickly they are responding.
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Commissioner Nelson stated that At Your Leisure TV program is doing a segment to be broadcast on Sunday at 9:00am on Channel 4 on the Night Golf Event at Millsite Golf Course and they will also do a segment with him on scorpion hunting using black lights which makes the scorpions fluoresce and he thinks this may lead to a new event at State Parks.  
In regards to the debris basins in Huntington Canyon they are still waiting for the Army Corp of Engineers which should be finalized soon.
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ed Cox from Senator Hatch’s Office reported that Senator Hatch is still in support of the Emery County Land Use Bill.  Ed mentioned the letter that came from Senator Durbin’s Office to the President asking him to designate a monument in Utah.  Their office wants to educate some of the people on the east coast that don’t understand western issues at all and want to make sure that we have a process moving forward right now and we need the voice of people on the ground whether it be County Commissioners, grazers, active environmentalists, or conservationists.  We want a collaborative, cooperative process where everyone can be in the room and none are present when there is a presidential monument designation.  They want to make it crystal clear that if a monument is designated it would destroy any process we have on the ground with local communities and local stakeholders.  
Ed also stated that the Fish & Wildlife service has until 2015 to make a decision on the Sage Grouse listing to the Endangered Species List and thinks this is the more precedent than almost any other species because you have a bird that has a very large habitat across the west.  They have co-sponsored a bill with Senator Barasco to say to the Secretary of the Interior to implement the state plans for the next ten years and prove that the states can recover the species, conserve the species, still use the land, and find a responsible balance.  They are pushing for this legislation in the Senate.
Hannah Lockhart from Senator Lee’s Office stated that they are working with Senator Hatch’s Office on the Sage Grouse issue and are continuing to monitor the Quagga Mussel issue as they also don’t want to see it spread to the infrastructure around the Wasatch front.  

Senator Lee is hosting an event in Salt Lake City on August 21st at the Little America.  It is going to be all about regulation and addressing regulation on all government – Federal, State and Local.  They are co-hosting this event with the Salt Lake Chamber, the Governor’s Office, Utah League of Cities & Towns, and the Utah Association of Counties.  It will be a summit to talk 
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about ways to address regulation, regulation compliance, and the affect regulation has on economic development here in Utah.  You can register for the conference at slchamber.com/solutions. 
Colton Miles from Congressman Chaffetz Office reported that the trip with Elijah Cummings from Maryland was a good opportunity to visit our district to see the issues that affect rural counties.  Mr. Cummings is the ranking member of the Oversight and Government Reform Committee which Congressman Chaffetz will, hopefully, become the next chairman of and if he does get that chairmanship he will address a lot more issues dealing with rural Utah.  Colton has been transferred to the Washington DC Office to head up their Energy and Natural Resource Portfolio.  

Casey Snyder from Congressman Bishops Office stated that he is replacing Fred Ferguson and will be Congressman Bishop’s point man on the public lands initiative which includes taking the work that this county and this body as done with regards to potential lands plans and running it through Congress.  He stated that Congressman Bishop appreciates very much the work and time that everyone has put into this and hopefully filing plans and making decisions that will benefit us and the community in the long run.  They are committed to the plans that this county has developed and they are committed in helping us become successful in our endeavor.  
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Lara Douglas, Acting Field Manager, stated that they recently advertised for the Manager position and hopefully in the near future will have someone permanent in the Price Field Manager role.  
Lara reported that late in 2013 they approved an exploratory helium well near Woodside and they recently received a request to look at an actual development well and will be looking at an Environmental Assessment (EA) for that which will be made available sometime later this fall.  
They have an EA that the comment period closed a week or two ago for the November Oil & Gas Lease Sale.  It covers a total of 29 parcels which amounts to 34,000 acres across Emery and Carbon counties.  They are currently working through and reviewing those comments.  
They have a fuels project that has been proposed for the Range Creek area.  It is a total 50,000 acre project and includes a number of different treatments.  The comment period closed on July 26th and they are going through the comments that they received on it right now.  
The Cedar Mountain Fuels Reduction has been signed and will get done as money becomes available at the end of the year.  
They have a new Law Enforcement Officer, Rebecca Andrus, who came from the Missoula Forest Service and her start date is September 7th.  
In regards to WH&B, they remain a challenge and the most recent count verified what most everyone understood about the burros.  They are about 300% of the target number and the horses are at the upper limit of 125%.  A lawsuit has been filed and is going forward.  Commissioner Nelson believes that the Western Rangeland Conservation Association is the litigants.  A lot of people have donated, the state, not just SITLA, other agencies have contributed as well.  
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Mistie stated that when the land use bill comes to fruition that there needs to be some education – field trips, meetings, open houses, etc.  
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Sherrel gave the water report:  Buck Flat – 93%, Clear Creek – 117%; Mammoth-Cottonwood – 81%; Red Pine – 89%; Upper Joes Valley – 86% and basin wide average is 93%.  Reservoirs: Cleveland – 62%; Millers Flat – 67%; Huntington North – 88%; Joes Valley 80 %; Millsite 88%; Julius Flat – 100%; Electric Lake – 72%.  We still have snow drifts on the tope of Skyline.
Mistie stated that the canal company is dredging Millsite and will be an ongoing annual perpetual thing.  They are able to move out as much comes in a year. They were going to try and do two years this year and then just maintain it.  The sediment should go over the spillway and is currently going on Ferron Canal and reservoir property.  

Commissioner Nelson stated that at the Emery Water Conservancy District meeting it was mentioned that during two weeks in the spring, when it got warm all at once, that Joes Valley Reservoir had more water come in to it than all of the previous year.  It went way up and still has water going in.  

Mistie stated that the final EIS for the Green River Diversion public comment period ends this week and construction should be able to begin this fall.

7.  Concerned Citizens:  There is still a closure in Huntington Canyon – from Left Hand Fork up to the North Hughes area where there is no overnight camping in the Canyon. There are designated locations for parking.  
Jake Mellor, a carbon county citizen, wanted to thank the council for the efforts that they put together in organizing this council and making it run like it does.  He is currently running for Carbon County Commissioner and assuming he gets into office, he would appreciate any assistance from the people here in the audience and from the council themselves in putting together a similar council in Carbon County.  He thinks our mission statement is rather admirable and that we have such state and federal representation here in Emery County and hopes for something similar in Carbon County.  
8.  Adjourn:  Mark H. Williams made motion to adjourn, seconded by Rod Player, meeting adjourned.
9-2-14 – Meeting Minutes approved as written

