Bicknell Town Council Meeting Minutes
September 5, 2024, 7:00 PM

I. WELCOME/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the meeting to order. Councilmembers present were Gregg Anderson, Weston Johnson, Kerry Stevens, and Steve Albrecht. Others present were Kelsey Brinkerhoff, Carrie Brinkerhoff, Jim & Kristi Dudleston, Deann Frasier, Laura Lasco, and Scott Woolsey. Scott Woolsey led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the town council meeting on August 1, 2024, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. There were no corrections needed. Steve motioned to approve the August 1, 2024, minutes, and Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes Johnson, Stevens, Johnson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers. 
The minutes of the work meeting on August 29, 2024, were reviewed. Mayor Johnson asked if the council had any corrections. There were no corrections needed. Weston motioned to approve the August 29, 2024, minutes, and Steve seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes Johnson, Stevens, Johnson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS- 
Laura Lasco mentioned her concerns about the vision of Bicknell moving forward and recommended the town council look at getting a lighting ordinance and landscaping ordinance. Also, she wanted to mention she is in favor of the Beautification Committee’s proposal for the corner in front of her house. Laura thanked the council for listening.

V. BUSINESS
Beautification Committee-The beautification committee was there to present a plan for the triangle piece across from Howards. Jim had a plot map for reference because there is a question on whose property it is. Howard believes it’s his, but the beatification committee/planning commission believes it’s the towns. There was some discussion about that and about the plans the beautification committee has. Ultimately the town council does not want to take on and fight over the property. The mayor told the beautification committee they are welcome to. Laura said Howard told her once that she could do whatever but never did anything. Jim volunteered to go talk with Howard.
Carrie Brinkerhoff- Carrie would like to put campaign signs up one on each end of town. There was some discussion and the town council agreed it would be fine if the signs were on private property. Carrie thanked the council.
Planning & Zoning Report- The planning commission met on August 13th. They started their meeting with two public hearings. The first one was rezoning Jim Dudleston ‘s half acre from residential to commercial. There was a couple concerned about changing this zone. They discussed flooding and the road through the property in question. Another concern was the traffic congestion. Also, in this public hearing they discussed changing from Main Street to Highway 24 for the commercial residential zone. The planning commission that it made sense to make it Highway 24. There was some discussion, and nothing would change because the owner still would need to apply to rezone from residential to commercial if they wanted to. Their next public hearing was for the subdivision ordinance. There were a few questions on it. This would be for subdivisions for four or more lots. Then the planning commission opened their regular meeting. They had two building permits, one for Boone Taylor for covered porch edition and one for Jaden Brian a carport. Both building permits did not have correct setbacks written on their plan. The planning commission will get with each of them and make sure they meet the setbacks. Both building permits were recommended for approval on contingents that setbacks are made. Then they discussed the zoning change on Jim Dudleston half-acre piece they went over the concerns then voted to approve the zoning change for Jim Dudleston Jim being on the planning commission recused himself from voting. The topic of Main Street and or Highway 24 for residential commercial will be disabled till the next meeting. Lastly, they recommended approval from the Town Council on the new subdivision ordinance. Going forward the planning commission will be working on a camping ordinance and an extended stay after that.
Business License Ordinance No. 9-05-2024- The Mayor explained we are trying to take all the fees out of the ordinances and refer to the fee schedule, so Carrie has redone the business license ordinates. The mayor asked if anybody had any questions there were none, so Steve made a motion to pass the business license ordinance, taking out the fees and Weston second it. The vote was unanimous. Motion passes.
Planning & Zoning Vacancy- Jacee Johnson and Tony Jackson requested to be replaced on the planning commission. We advertised and got three applicants: Connie Durfey, Deann Frasier and Darci King. The town council went over the applications and the planning and zoning bylaws states planning and zoning be seven people. They will add all three applicants and try to get one more. Weston also recommended looking at the ordinance and resolution and making it so anyone that applies for planning and zoning must live in town limits. Also remove one can be a town council member. Kerry made a motion to approve the three new members and Steve second the motion. The vote is unanimous. Motion passes.
Subdivision Ordinance- The mayor would like all fees to be set before we pass this ordinance so we will work on putting something together and so will Jim and work on it at the work meeting for September then we will put it on the agenda for the next town council meeting.
Building Permit Review/Approval- The building permits for Boone Taylor and Jayden Brian were looked over and everything was in order so Steve motioned to approve the building permits and Kerry seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes Johnson, Stevens, Johnson, and Albrecht. The vote was unanimous—motion carriers. 

MEMBER REPORTS
Mayor Johnson- The Mayor reminded everyone of the Mayor/Commissioner meeting on Monday the 9th at 6:30 PM as well as reminded everyone about the lunch meeting with Representative Carl Albrecht and other state officials to discuss flooding.  The mayor mentioned she would like the new signs put up soon.
Scott- 
Weston- Weston had received word that the county had received their grant for a new Fire/EMS/Search and Rescue building down by the community center.
Kerry- Kerry has been putting in hours on his days off and in the evenings since it's darker later in the morning. He has been mowing and filling potholes. He will get a fire truck and try to blow out the gutter by Blackburn Recreation to see if he can get the water running through better.
Steve- Steve reported there are a couple of broken sprinkles in the little park down in front of the gas station. Steve also expressed concern about the memorial’s lawn. The mayor told Steve Newby’s have sprayed it once and will another time before winter. Steve also expressed his concerns that numerous signs around town are very faded. Steve also wondered if the pipes that were up by the tank had been taken care of and the liability signs at the park.
Carrie- Carrie had prepared an advertisement for bids on the little blue truck. The council said to run it for two weeks and we would open the bids at the October meeting. Carrie also had a list of houses Scott needed to knock on to get their cross-connection surveys. We still need 10 more. Carrie also told Scott she would get with him about creating an asset list for the culinary water system.
Financial- A list of bills was presented to the council for payment approval. A few of the bills were discussed then Kerry made a motion to pay the bills. Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was called. Council members voting yes: Albrecht, Stevens, Johnson, and Johnson. The vote was unanimous—the motion carried. 

 CLOSED SESSION/ ADJOURNMENT
Since there were no other items on the agenda, at 8:45, PM, The Mayor adjourned the meeting.



____________________________________Mayor _______________________________________Clerk

