 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, August 7th, 2024
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer (absent)
Braden Cornia (absent)
Yale Johnson 
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Yale Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes, Cole Weston seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $82,826.36 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were: 7/2 $6,500 ISM grant, 7/10 $5,658.35 State reimbursement ($25.00 entity renewal, $101.00 national dues, GIP projects- 10 for $200 each, $1,117.59 clerk wages for April through June, $126.40 supplies for the fair, and $3,400.00 for Davis Dozer- 4 troughs), 7/12 $19.40 Interest, 7/22 $2,500 Commissioner’s money- donation, and 7/26 $14.67 interest

The check that processed were for: Duck Creek for $200.00 #300, Davis Dozier for $3,400 #309 (4 tire troughs), Rafter J Cattle, LLC for $200.00 #304, Jayme Kofoed prepurchase outreach for fair booth $127.68 #310, and UACD- clerk wages for April through June $1,117.59 #308

The checks that have not processed are: Big Creek Ranch for $200.00 #298, Eight Bar Ranch for $200.00 #301, Woodruff Stock Association for $200.00 #306, and Conservation Planner Wages for $13,706.60 #311

The were no outstanding bills for this month.
AGENDA ITEM
Jace Farnsworth- 
Jace started off with discussing the UACD Convention on November 6-7th. Jace asked the supervisors if they have any resolutions, he said to let Kristy know if they do. Jace said that he will forward it to all of the supervisors so they can look at that. 

As far as the ISM grant goes, Jace expressed that he needs a motion to purchase the chemical. After talking to TJ Hoffman, Randolph’s weed specialist, the district does not need to pay for the chemical used last year. 

Yale made a motion to purchase the chemical, Cole seconding unanimously approved. 

The money that will be available is $6,000 for chemical for last year and $10,735 for the current grant. A fee for outreach is built into this grant. He suggested an outreach program to show producers that the chemical is available and how to access it. There is $500 available for outreach. Jace said others districts have put on a dinner. Jace said September and October will be the perfect time to kill weeds. A luncheon was suggested along with handing out chemicals. Taylor said that lunches are hard to get people to attend. Jace said the next meeting is September 11th if they want to do it before the meeting. Jace suggested a grill the district. Taylor suggested Thursday at 6:00pm is the steak dinner and to put up a simple display. Jace said the more outreach you do the better for the county. Jessica is going to look at the schedule and who can man the booth during the fair. Yale suggested to start educating and they can come to the building later to pick up chemical. It will be for whitetop, thistle and medusahead.
Medusahead was discussed and the threat it entails, it takes over all the grass and chokes out everything. Jace and Taylor expressed how fast it moves and the big dead zone it creates. They said it is carried by animals. Jace showed Yale Johnson and Candy Cornia since it has been spotted close to their private ground. It creates big patches, early it is green and then turns brown.
Justin Elsner – NRCS
Right now, they are wrapping up writing contracts. It has been a record year and about 88 contracts from Rich County have been created. Between the conservation stewardship program, pasture and range projects, soil heath about 5.6 million in contracts were written. These are contracts that are just wrapping up. A lot has come from the IRA funding. He stated as a team if there was any possible angle for IRA on a pasture or range project they used them. They have been told that there will be substantially more funding available next year for both CSP and EQUIP. This fall they will be doing outreach. It is the time of the year to finish practices and records. The practices need to be certified by September 30th and it is about a week after that and payments can be processed. He anticipates a November 1st application deadline. Justin said to have everyone interested strike now. The CSP renewals will be contacted as well. The assessments and ranking, fundings by December 15th. Taylor is trying to help get others on board. Justin said the Cache and Rich team didn’t use all their funds and they had 19 projects. Justin said one of the difficulties is that they are still operating off the old farm bill which is $200,000 for CSP and $400,000 for EQUIP. Justin said there has never been a better time to receive funds from NRCS than right now. 
AGENDA ITEM
Taylor Payne- GIP
Taylor wanted to talk about the GIP. Right now, there is a beginning rancher workshop next week. This next year they are going to do another couple of workshops. This feels like a getaway from the ranch and a trip that is informational. He is hoping to have some local attendees. Last week there was a dinner at the park for community members to promote the grazing documentary. The film will start this fall and take a full year of filming. They want to talk about how the community thrives off of agriculture and ranching. The film producers are out of Montana. They would like interviews from people that have made a difference west of town. It is a producer lead story about and how important good resource management and grazing is. 
They are taking predator control applications at this time through the rest of the month. They made a big difference with more helicopter time where a producer can lead it. 

AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner

The fair booth fee was waved. Sim Weston called Indee Green and told her it was okay to wave the fee. 

They are finishing up contracting. Jayme has one. Emily Downing from IWJV came down two weeks ago. They went out with Ben Weston and did an article regarding his flood irrigation project- FSP.

She is getting ready for fair with lots of prizes. 

AGENDA ITEM

Jessica Anderson- NRCS

Next Jessica has some projects to go over. 

Yale Johnson made a motion to close the meeting and Cole Weston seconded it, it was unanimously approved.
Yale Johnson made a motion to open the meeting back up and Cole Weston seconded it, it was unanimously approved. 

Yale Johnson made a motion to approve the projects that were presented to the supervisors, Cole Weston seconded it, it was unanimously approved.
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Next meeting will be held on September 11th at 6:00pm. 
The SERA forms were filled out. Jace explained that after July 1st the supervisors will be paid hourly and paid at the end of the year. 
Yale Johnson made a motion with Cole Weston seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Yale Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting and Cole Weston seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 
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