The Marysvale Town Board meeting minutes for August 8, 2024  at 7:00 p.m.
Attending:   Mayor Bill Davis and Councilmembers Kennedy Sylvester, Jon Christensen, Keith Anderton and Jeania Kennedy.  
Submitted by:  Karen Christensen, Town Clerk
1. Approval of Town Board Minutes of 7/16/2024 and 8/1/2024:  A motion was made by Jon Christensen and seconded by Kennedy Sylvester to approve the minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion passes.

2. NCRS Emergency Watershed Protection Grant Application:  Jason Dodds from NRCS was present and went over the proposed grant application with the town council.  He stated that the Silver King Fire Watershed was burned and that the heavily burned areas can cause problems with the monsoon microbursts and potentially cause 7-10 times the flow in steams with the potential of severe debris flow.  NRCS is helping with an $8M grant with an additional $800k in technical assistance (engineering).  Jason stated that the town needs Emergency Watershed Protection due to the Silver King Fire.  The BARE Team was already on site even before the fire was out, which is a positive for the town.  The BARE Team and the Corp of Engineers have both stated that they are predicting flooding and debris flow in town.  The purpose of the grant is to restore hydraulic function and save lives and structures, prevent damage and clean up after flooding.  The NCRS grant is for $8M and they will cover 75% of the grant and the town will need to come up with 25% in non-federal cost share.  This can be in the form of cash or in kind labor and materials.   In addition to the main grant, NCRS will provide 9.75% in technical assistance grants to get engineering specs on the work that needs to be done.  The engineering will give specs on how and where the creek needs cleaning and how many and what trees need to be felled, how to protect stream banks, roads and avoid culvert build-up.  The town has a 220 day timeline to use the funds.  Jason did state that if needed, the town could request a 1 year extension to finish the work and use the funds.  He further stated that the town does not have to use all the funds and the matching fund requirement will only be based on the funds the town uses.  Jason stated that originally the grant was $12M, but that it was split between Marysvale Town and Piute County.  The county is going to use $4M and the town will get $8M.  Jason also said that the fall and winter are the best times to do the work as the stream is generally lower during that time of year.  In discussion relating the town’s portion of the grant, Jon Christensen asked about how the money will be spent.  Jason from NCRS stated that the town has to have jurisdiction of the assets that it will be protecting, either private property or town assets.  Bill Davis stated that part of the project scope will be debris removal in the streams and grubbing.  They have contractors that are able to do the work once the grant is approved and funded.  Sam Steed, the County Commissioner stated that although the funds are separated, the County and the Town are in a partnership.  He said the county’s priority is the spring at Hoover’s which is the canyon’s water supply.  In regard to the matching funds needed, Bill Davis stated that he has been in contact with the Governor’s Chief of Staff and various other legislators.  The Lt. Governor stated that this is a public safety issue and has said Bill should work with the Department of Public Safety as that would be the appropriate place to start to look for the matching funds the town needs for this grant.  Mayor Davis also stated that the town already has a master contract with Ensign Engineering who will be working to provide direction, technical assistance and scope for this project.  He stated that currently he believes Bullion Creek is the worst part, protection of the town’s water source and the retention ponds will be the main focus of the project.  He further stated that this work will be done by outside contractors and not the county as he does not believe they have the appropriate equipment to complete the work in the stream channels.  It was also stated that the engineering work is critical as that is what is necessary to ask for the matching funds for the grant, as any funders of the match money are going to want to know how the money is going to be spent.  A motion was made by Jon Christensen and seconded by Jeania Kennedy to approve applying for the NRCS Watershed Protection Grant in the amount of $8M.  All in favor, motion passes.

3. NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection Engineering Contract:  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester and seconded by Keith Anderton to approve the engineering contract with Ensign Engineering to perform the work associated with this grant application.  All in favor, motion passes.
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4. Pay Town Bills:  A motion was made by Keith Anderton and seconded by Jeania Kennedy to pay the town’s bills.  All in favor, motion passes.

A motion was made by Jon Christensen and seconded by Kennedy Sylvester to adjourn the meeting at 8:28pm.  All in favor, motion passes.
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