NOXIOUS WEED BOARD MEETING MINUTES
4/25/2024 - Rescheduled

Attendance: Keith Hambrecht, Sage Fitch, Laura Flowers, Liz Hamilton, Ron Jones, Patrick Nelson, and Danell Gunnell.  Excused:  Kathy Gore, Eric Peterson
1) Call to order.   Sage Fitch welcomed the group.
2) Approval of the minutes from January 11, 2024, Noxious Weed Board meetings.
i) Motion to pass 1st – Ron, 2nd Keith.
3) Sage shared with the board the Utah State Noxious Weed List, categorization list and explained the different listing categories.  Sage also shared a decision-making key used by the DNM (?) to help prioritize species based on ecological impacts, treatment methods, partners, and management goals.  Sage shared a policy listing for new species that was used by the previous weed board used to list myrtle spurge, dalmatian toadflax, and garlic mustard.  The group had a discussion about prioritizing species within Salt Lake County.  There was additional discussion about Arundo donax, education, enforcement (lack of) by Salt Lake County.  Keith mentioned that Arundo is found on the Jordan River and is spreading.  Sage discussed her lack of ability to enforce on private landowners in areas where Arundo is in landscaped settings and not known to be spreading into natural areas. Laura asked what kind of education is available to nurseryman/ growers, so they don’t bring in noxious weed species.  Liz discussed what sort of process is in place at UDAF to regulate invasive ornamental species.  Laura mentioned that it would be good to collaborate with the Jordan River Water Conservancy and USU to help educate people on invasive species and how to avoid purchasing them.   Sage discussed developing something with the HD PR team reminding people to check the noxious weed list before purchasing species online or when buying wildflower mixes.  Sage followed up with Aaron Eager about two species that the board had asked about in previous meetings.  Sage relayed that the state will be reviewing White bryony and Ravenna grass and will be listing two aquatic species and hybrid bermudagrass.
4) Discussion by the board members on their work/ programs/ projects:
a) Keith and Laura discussed sending Sage a few species that the group should review for prioritization within the noxious weed list in the future and use that as a tester to see how well the old policy template works.
b) Sage discussed reviewing the use of EDDMaps with the board so that everyone can be collecting points, so we have that data to determine prioritization or listing.
c) Patrick agreed that using the current policy to review a species and determining where the gaps would be helpful.
d) Patrick also asked about how much discussion we can have through email and how much is gramma – able.  Sage said she will look into this.
e) Patrick and the group had a robust discussion about how to how to increase Sage’s position to a fulltime FTE and get more financial resources to support the weed program. Liz discussed how in comparison to other counties like Utah County which has more staff and resources, how important it is for Salt Lake County who has a greater population and is much more of a vector for spreading weeds throughout the state to get more support. Liz also expressed how important it is to express how important the weed program is at council meetings.  Keith also mentioned how important it is to focus on prevention and policies that help prevent new weeds from becoming established.  Patrick would like to have a short-term plan and a 5-year plan for the weed board and strategize some talking points of how we would use additional funding if it were to become available.
f) Laura also echoed what others have been saying and is in support of getting more financial resources for the weed program.
g) Motion to close the Meeting.  1st Keith; 2nd Ron.   Meeting adjourned. 
