[bookmark: _Hlk97126492]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UTAH 
				ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICES COMMISSION
HELD THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2024.


[A copy of the final agenda was posted on the bulletin board at the DABS Administrative Office, emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News, and posted on the Utah Public Notice Website by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 24, 2024.]


Chair Stephen Handy called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Commissioners Present:   Stephen Handy, Jennifer Tarazon, and Tom Jacobson.

Commissioner Participating Virtually:  Jacquelyn Orton.

Staff Present:   Tiffany Clason, Executive Director; Ericka Evans, Deputy Director; and Doug Murakami, Alcohol Education Director.

Also Present:  Samuel McHenry, Assistant Attorney General.



PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

Jeff Colvin led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mr. Handy made the following announcements:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]a.	Proposed Future Meeting Schedule:   (subject to change)
-	Thursday, August 29, 2024  - MASOB
	-	Thursday, September 26, 2024  - MASOB

b. 	Holiday Closures:
	Liquor stores and the DABS administrative office and warehouse will be closed:
	-	Monday, September 2, 2024  (Labor Day)

c.	Public Comments:
	-	Those present, please complete the form located at the back of the
the room.
	-	Those participating virtually, please email your name, city, topic, and affiliation (if 
applicable) to hotline@utah.gov by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 23, 2024.
	-	Comments will be addressed at the end of the meeting.


DEPARTMENT APPOINTMENTS:

a.	DABS Deputy Director – Legal and Regulatory Affairs.

b.	DABS Director of Finance.

Ms. Clason gave an overview of the department management changes and reasons for the new appointments.  She recommended the commission confirm the appointments of Ericka Evans as Deputy Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs and Todd Darrington as Director of Finance.

Ms. Evans thanked Ms. Clason for the opportunity and gave a quick overview of her professional background.

Ms. Tarazon moved to approve the appointment of Ericka Evans as DABS Deputy Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.

Mr. Darrington addressed the commission and outlined his professional background.

Ms. Tarazon moved to approve the appointment of Todd Darrington as DABS Director of Finance.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.


PARENTS EMPOWERED UPDATE:

Mr. Murakami provided an update on the Parents Empowered campaign.  He gave an overview of a recent CPP event held in San Juan County.  The event was a partnership with Communities that Care.  


FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Priscila Self provided an update on the June 2024 financials.  In June, retail revenue totaled $42.5 million.  Current YTD revenues are over $578 million.  The department is on track to return over $115 million YTD to the general fund. 


OPERATIONS UPDATE: 

Ms. Clason explained that the department is mainly focused on closing the fiscal year.  Other areas of focus include store and warehouse expansions.

Ms. Clason noted that the leadership team continues to work with executive and legislative branch leaders to identify and make any course corrections necessary.  The leadership team is now looking into the future, including preparing for 2034 knowing the hospitality industry will need the department’s support during the Olympic games.


VIOLATIONS:
*Referral Sources – State Bureau of Investigation (SBI)

a.	Consent Calendar:

[The following Consent Calendar items include uncontested letters of admonishment (written warnings) and settlement agreements that have been agreed to and accepted by the licensees.  They are considered as a block with one vote unless one of the commissioners requests that any item be removed for individual discussion.]
	
(1)	J & C House, Riverton and Riming Chen and Wanyang Luc		*SBI  	(RL)
(employees)

	(2)	Cafe Sabor, Garden City and Bartu Caliskan (employee)		*SBI	(RF)

	(3)	Roxy’s Pub, West Haven and Hailey Keele (employee)		*SBI	(BAR)

	(4)	Molly’s Gemini Room, Salt Lake City					*SBI	(BAR)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the items on the consent calendar noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

Ms. Tarazon moved to approve the settlement agreements for items #1 to #4 on the consent calendar.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.

b.	Order to Show Cause:

	(1)	Venus Club, Tooele

Mr. McHenry outlined the reasons for the order to show cause, noting that their insurance expired 14 months ago.  They have failed to provide current proof of proper insurance and bond despite numerous requests from staff.  He noted the commission may revoke, suspend or forfeit the license.  The department is recommending that the commission deem the license forfeited as they do not meet minimal licensing requirements.

Brock Trease, owner of Venus Club, participated virtually along with his insurance representative Max Curry.  Mr. Trease explained the financial challenges that kept him from obtaining insurance.  Mr. Curry noted they are working to obtain the bond and liability insurance.

The commissioners expressed concern that they still don’t have the proper insurance and bonding, and that Mr. Trease didn’t respond to the numerous emails and phone messages from staff.  They also asked why, when he was aware of the problem, he didn’t work to obtain updated insurance.  

Mr. Jacobson moved to deem the Venus Club license forfeited.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed. 


LICENSEE RECOGNITIONS:  PASSED UTAH PUBLIC SAFETY SBI COVERT (CUB) INSPECTIONS:   

Ms. Clason reported that since the June meeting, 51 licensees passed the SBI inspections.  She congratulated those that passed and thanked them for following the alcohol safety laws.  


CONSENT AGENDA:   

Ms. Evans gave an overview of the items on the consent agenda noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

a.	Approval of the Minutes
		(1)	June 27, 2024 Commission Meeting
		(2)	July 17, 2024 Special Commission Meeting

b.	Off-Premise Beer Retailer  
	License Change of Ownership:
		(1)	7-Eleven Store #41191B, Provo  (conditional) (purchase agreement May 28, 
			2024)
		(2)	Kwik Stop 5, Brigham City  (conditional) (purchase agreement June 19, 
2024)
New Applicants:
		(1)	As Smoke Shop, West Valley City
		(2)	Buy Vapor Smoke Shop, Taylorsville
(3)	Eagle Mart, Millcreek 
(4)	La Bodeguita Latina Market & Deli, Taylorsville
(5)	Last Stop Convenience, Salt Lake City
(6)	Urban Groceries, Sandy  (conditional)
(7)	Walmart Fuel Station #3848, Syracuse  (conditional)

c.	Manufacturing	
New Applicant:
(1)	Purple Sky Winery, Pleasant View  (Winery)

d.	Package Agency 
	New Applicants:
(1)	Deer Valley Club 182, Park City  (Type 1)

e.	Airport Lounge 
	New Applicant:
(1)	Tailwind Concessions, St George Airport  (conditional)

f.	Hotel 
	New Applicant:
(1)	Union Station Venture, Salt Lake City  (conditional)
           
g.	Restaurant Limited-Service 
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	La Dolce Vita Ristorante LLC, Provo  (conditional) (purchase agreement
April 1, 2024)
New Applicants: 
(1)	Blossom 1314, Saratoga Springs  (conditional)
(2)	Little India, Highland  (conditional)
(3)	Eggsburgh, Salt Lake City  (conditional)
(4)	Red Dirt Diner, Hatch  (Summer Seasonal License) (conditional)
(5)	Sushi Bomb, Draper  (violation history)
(6)	Goat Head, Salt Lake City  (conditional)
(7)	O-Ku Sushi & Ramen Roy, Roy  (conditional)

h	Restaurant Beer-Only 
	New Applicants:
		(1) 	Tacos Mi Mexican Restaurant LLC, Layton  (conditional)
(2)	El Chilito, Tremonton  (conditional)			

i.	On-Premise Banquet                                                                           
New Applicant:
(1)	Millcreek House Catering, LLC, Millcreek  (conditional)

j.	On-Premise Beer Recreational 
	License Change of Ownership:
		(1)	The Complex, Salt Lake City  (purchase agreement June 9, 2024)
New Applicant:
		(1)	FatCats, Clinton  (conditional)

Ms. Tarazon moved to approve the items on the consent agenda.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.


LICENSE APPLICATIONS CONSIDERATION ITEMS:   
	
a.	Bar Establishment: 
	Extended Closure:
(1) 	Campfire Lounge, Salt Lake City  (requesting to November 2024
Commission Meeting)
License Change of Ownerships:
		(1)	Vertigo, Salt Lake City  (purchase agreement June 9, 2024)
		(2)	The Red Light Bar, Ogden  (purchase agreement July 8, 2024)
Ready to Operate Applicant: 
	(1)	PH Club Inc., Weber County  (Equity) (projected opening July 25, 2024)
All Other Applicants:
(1)	My Arts Place, Magna  (conditional) (projected opening September 1, 2024)
(2)	Earth & Stones, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening July 25, 
2024)
(3)	Arempas Venezuelan Cuisine, Midvale  (conditional) (violation history)
(projected opening Aug 2, 2024) 
		(4)	Los Cucos Mexican Cafe, Sandy  (conditional) (violation history) 
(projected opening Aug 10, 2024)
		(5)	Wasatch Peaks Ranch, Morgan  (Equity) (conditional) (projected opening 
December 15, 2024)

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the extended closure request.  

Mr. Jacobson moved to approve an extended closure for Campfire Lounge in Salt Lake City until the November 2024 commission meeting.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the change of ownership applications.  

Ms. Tarazon moved to approve ownership changes for #1 Vertigo in Salt Lake City and #2 The Red Light Bar in Ogden.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.

Mr. Hansen gave an overview of the balance of the applications noting there are 10 bar establishment licenses available including today’s forfeiture.

Mr. Jacobson moved to issue a bar establishment license to ready to operate applicant #1 PH Club Inc. in Weber County; and conditional bar establishment licenses to all other applicants #1 My Arts Place in Magna, #2 Earth & Stones in Salt Lake City, #3 Arempas Venezuelan Cuisine in Midvale, #4 Los Cucos Mexican Café in Sandy, and #5 Wasatch Peaks Ranch in Morgan.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.

b.	Full-Service Restaurant Applicants:
 	Ready to Operate Applicants:
(1)	Social District Bistro STG, St. George  (conditional)
(2)	The Winery Cafe, Hilldale
(3)	Mi Hacienda LLC, Vernal  (violation history) (will surrender Restaurant
Limited-Service License)
All Other Applicants:
(1)	Loma Park City, Park City  (conditional) (projected opening August 2, 2024)
(2)	Holiday Inn La Verkin, La Verkin  (conditional)
(3)	North Italia, Riverton  (conditional) (projected opening November 1, 2024)
(4)	Cupla Coffee, Cottonwood Heights  (conditional) (projected opening
September 7, 2024)
(5)	Henry Baker, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening September 7,
2024)

Craig Warr gave an overview of the full service restaurant applications.  

Ms. Orton moved to approve a conditional full service restaurant license for ready to operate applicant #1 Social District Bistro STG in St. George; full service restaurant licenses for #2 Winery Café in Hilldale and #3 Mi Hacienda LLC in Vernal; and conditional full service restaurant licenses for all other applicants #1 Loma Park City in Park City, #2 Holiday Inn La Verkin in La Verkin, #3 North Italia in Riverton, #4 Cupla Coffee in Cottonwood Heights, and #5 Henry Baker in Salt Lake City.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Mr. Jacobson and Ms. Tarazon voted yea.  The motion passed.


OPEN AND PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (OPMA) TRAINING:

Ms. Evans conducted the annual Open and Public Meetings Act (OPMA) training for the commissioners.


COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS AND PUBLIC:   

a.	Ms. Tarazon thanked the organizers of the Pioneer Trail Pie and Beer Day pub crawl for a fun and safe event.  The stops for the event were along the Trax line including Quarters Arcade, The Ruin, The Pearl, Water Witch, and Nohm.


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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