Utah Developmental Disabilities Council – Executive Director Summary Report

September 2014 Council Meeting

	Project
	Activity
	Comments

	5-Year Plan


	Education / Employment 

$100,000 for scholarships / removing barriers for people with I/DD to attend Colleges of Applied Technology

The Committee met on August 5th to review the progress of our contracts and work on our goals.  They recommend that the Council set aside $15,000 to support / enhance a project related to employment.  The Committee will identify the project later.

Claire attended an employment summit sponsored by Griffin-Hammis in Idaho the last part of August.

Community Supports 

Adult Sibling Network work:

The Facebook page has 12 people involved.  We need to encourage more participation.

Navajo Community Building Project:

Claire, Troy & Tracy Justesen will be attending the September 27th planning meeting with Mike Green in Bluff to continue work of community building including people with disabilities.

Committee report:

The Committee voted to recommend to the Executive Committee and the full Council to set aside $40,000 for a pilot program to be developed in conjunction with the Independent Living Center(s).  The Committee will work with Frank and Claire to develop the scope of work and the contracting process this fall if this concept is approved by the full Council.

The Committee recommended that the Council staff proceed in getting Ric Zaharia’s company lined up to provide facilitation on future planning for our service system with stakeholders.  $15,000 is recommended for the budget to handle this project and we probably will work toward beginning this work in March / April 2015.

Leadership

Eric Stoker was recognized as the NACDD National Self-Advocate Champion of Equal Opportunity (CEO) during the National NACDD Conference in DC in July.

Council members and staff attended the national NACDD conference and technical assistance – Kayci Lynam, Rita Bouillon, Eric Stoker, Troy Justesen, Frank Long, and Claire.

Dr. Troy Justesen testified before the Senate HELP Committee in late June as Senator Hatch’s invited expert from Utah.  He focused upon the needed changes in Medicaid to help with the Olmstead Supreme Court decision that turned 15 years old this June.

Committee report:

The Leadership Committee had a great meeting discussion considering how to increase leadership participation and thinking about the future and possible direction the Council might want to support leadership growth.

The National SABE Conference will be held October 9 – 12 in Oklahoma City.  10 self-advocates are attending both through Council scholarships as well as self-pay.  

People First held the 2014 Quality of Life Conference at the National Ability Center in Park City on August 15-16th.   They had 40 participants

Council Member, Linda Hansen, went through the process of getting onto the ballot this fall to run for State Board of Education for part of the Salt Lake Valley, Tooele and Juab Counties.
	Troy Justesen will be the lead person working with the ATC’s to ensure the successful use of the legislative appropriation dollars available - July 1, 2014.

Elsie Dee is working weekly to increase participation and resources for the Navajo project.

Claire was invited by the Idaho DD Council to present about our Navajo Project with Mike Green on July 23rd in Boise. Claire attend their Council meeting on the 24th.

A new NACDD President was elected, so in October, Claire’s 2-year term as president is completed and she will continue to serve as a liaison, past president on the NACDD Board and Chair of the 2015 Nominating Committee for the organization.

Kayci attended the day-long Council Chairperson training with other leaders from around the nation.

The Council helped with the community celebration of the 15 years since the Olmstead Supreme Court decision on Saturday, June 14th.

Accepted proposals for break-out presentations will be made by Kayci Lynam, Tom Brownlee, James O’Neill, Robert Jones, & Bryon Murray.  Others attending will include: Lenny Jones, Ginny Rouse, Kristen Hone (plus staff), Pat Stephanoff, Libbi Watters (plus staff0, and advisors will be Mandy Shale and Claire.  Bryon will be finishing his 2 years as National SABE President.

Linda had to interview with Governor Herbert and he selected her to run!  Congratulations Linda on your leadership and interest in positively influencing Utah’s public education!

	Other
	The Respite Trust Fund monies were awarded to a family in dire need of respite services.  Those monies have provided much needed weekend respite for the family allowing positive results so that mom could spend quality time with her other children.  The respite providers also fell in love with the child and natural supports have increased for the family as a result!

The $1,000 grant awarded to Utah Independent Living Center to provide scholarships for the Youth Leadership Training at USU in June.

The $1,000 grant awarded to TLG Residential Support from Kaysville has provided the tuition and support for young women with DD to participate in the Utah State Biological Station gardening program this summer!

September 23, 2014 the Social Services Appropriation Committee will hold their meeting in the old Council conference room in order to learn about the refugee services of the Asian Association.

December 2 – Council training meeting scheduled.  Claire and Paul Smith are partnering to bring in Nancy Thaler to help us begin working on our next 5-Year Plan.  It will be 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.


	After hearing what this little respite money did for this family, it sure would be nice to get additional donations for people.

Jeff Sheen from USU said that this scholarship increased participation from 10 last year in their initial pilot to 28 this year and new, excited self-advocates from over the state had a very positive experience.

Eric Stoker will give a short presentation to the Committee about the work of the Council.   The meeting will run from 9 a.m. to Noon and the public is welcome!

Mark you calendar – you won’t want to miss this!


