
Sterling Town Council Minutes
Tuesday July 16, 2024
7:00 PM


	Council members attending:
	Mayor Keenan Pearson, Yvonne Larsen, Tami Privett, Kim Killpack, Zeb Wignall.

	Council members excused:
	N/A

	Staff attending:
	Kristina Winkel

	Community attending:
	Garrick W with Jones & DeMille Engineering, Cade Penny with R6, Brad Rowley, Ernie Martinez, Terry Brewer, Darrel Steinke

	Conducting: 
	Keenan Pearson, Mayor. Meeting called to order at: 7:02




	Agenda item number
	Discussion and action items 
	Result

	1. Welcome: Mayor Pearson
	Mayor welcomes council, staff and community present. Mayor recognizes Cade Penny. 
	

	2. Pledge of Allegiance
	Council, staff and community present stand and recite the pledge of allegiance
	

	3. Roll Call
	See above for attendance.
	

	4. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting(s).
	Yvonne makes a motion to pass the minutes from the 6/18/2024 Budget Hearing & Sterling Fire Fee Proposal. Zeb seconds the motion.

Yvonne makes a motion to pass the minutes from the Town Council 6/18/2024 Meeting with spelling corrections. Zeb seconds the motion.
	Motion: Yvonne
Second: Zeb
Vote: Unanimous

Motion: Yvonne
Second: Zeb
Vote: Unanimous

	5. Discussion and vote on proposed Sterling General Plan
	Terry Brewer is present from the Planning and Zoning Commission to present the Sterling General Plan to the Town Council. Terry expresses gratitude to Cade Penny for all the support and resources he has offered.

Tami makes a motion to pass the General Plan as Presented. Zeb seconds the motion. 

Mayor Pearson thanks Terry and offers his gratitude to the planning and zoning commission and Cade Penny with R6 for their hard dedicated work..
	Motion: Tami
Second: Zeb
Vote: Unanimous

	6. Discussion and vote on Cross Connection Ordinance
	Council reviews the cross connection ordinance.

Tami makes a motion to pass the cross connection ordinance. Kim seconds the motion.
	Motion: Tami
Second: Kim
Vote: Unanimous

	7. Discussion and vote on Cross Connection Policy and Procedure
	Council reviews the cross connection policy and procedures. .

Tami makes a motion to pass the cross connection policy and procedures. Kim seconds the motion. .
	Motion: Tami
Second: Kim
Vote: Unanimous

	8. Discussion and vote on initiating a Sterling Fire Department Fee to the water bills to begin August 1, 2024
	Ernie and Darrell state they are here to discuss the Fire Water Fee and how that will impact those who are on a water well.

Tami explains that the current $5 water fee will be coming out of the Rocky Mt Power bill and that we are looking at adding a $2.50 fee to our water bill that will go directly to the Sterling Fire Department. The Sterling Fire department serves a large area from Manti to Gunnison. 

Darrell states that having a fire department in Sterling, lowers the fire insurance for homeowners in this area.

Kris clarified that in the past the town has been collecting the $5 fee and redistributing it to Sanpete County Fire District #2 which is the fire district that services our area. It will continue to be collected, but instead of being on the Sterling Water bill, it will be collected by Rocky Mountain Power. This is to help capture all those who are not on Sterling Water or any town or city water system. Tonight, we are looking at adding a $2,50 fire fee to the Sterling Water bill that will go directly to the Sterling Fire Department, since they service such a large area.

Ernie asks about those outside of town that don’t have a water hookup. 

Keenen explains that legally we cannot collect the $2.50 because they are not receiving a service from the town.

Zeb makes a motion that the $2.50 fee be added to the Sterling Water bill. Yvonne seconds the motion. 
	Motion: Zeb
Second: Yvonne
Vote Unanimous

	9. Discussion and vote on adding a water hookup for Brad Rowley
	Brad Rowley is present with a map of Sterling and provides a copy to the Council. He is directly across from Mike and Laurie Allen. He is requesting a water hook up. Brad states that he is onboard with being annexed. Brad explains that the house across the road does have city water and that he does not have a water share to donate.

Mayor gives a brief history on the previous moratorium that stated no outside water hookups to be granted. Because it was a moratorium, it only lasted for 6 months, which means there is not really an ordinance prohibiting granting water hookups outside of town. 

Mayor explains the possible agreement for those wanting to be annexed. Zeb asks if the resident has started the annexation process. 

Discussion on ordinances, subdivisions and the riser that was purchased with the Allen property. 

Tami states that she would like to annex all those who already are on city water but live outside of the town limits.

Zeb states that Brad Rowley should start the annexation process before we include someone outside of town with water.

Garrett Wilden with Jones and DeMille explains that annexations have very specific rules; no islands, no peninsulas. He may not be able to annex but we could have something stating that he agrees to annex when that time comes, such as a letter of intent. It becomes easier if it is part of the town's annexation plan. Cade will look into documentation and Brad is here in good faith. Garrett adds engineering recommendations regarding size of water lines and looping.

Brade clarifies; he will get the property in his name, initiate the annexation, and acquire the water in the meantime and when annexation comes, he will agree. Brad adds that he hopes to obtain the water before the annexation is final.

Tami makes a motion that we approve a water hookup for Brad Rowley. Kim seconds the motion. 
	Motion: Tami
Second: Kim
Vote: Unanimous 


	10. Discussion and vote on adding an out of town and holiday and weekend fee for opening and closing of graves.
	Council discusses the fees..

Yvonne makes a motion that we amend the cemetery fee resolution from December 2023 that out of town and weekend fee be changed from $650 to $850. Kim seconds the motion.
	Motion: Yvonne
Second: Kim
Vote: Unanimous 


	11. Discussion and vote on sending a letter to Jeff Hendricks regarding his trailer that is parked on a single access road that poses a hazard in the event of emergency vehicles needing to pass.
	Tami and Cade give a brief history on the concern of the location of a trailer that is parked on the old post office road at the edge of the gully. The trailer is  not licensed and poses a risk in the event of an emergency vehicle needing to pass. 

Council agrees that starting with a letter is a good idea. Cade suggests that someone be assigned to create the letter and that it will need to include the town letterhead.

Cade will get some terminology and Kris will compose a letter.

Tami makes a motion that we prepare a letter to Jeff Hendricks asking him to remove the trailer. Yvonne seconds the motion.
	Motion: Tami
Second: Yvonne
Motion: Unanimous 

	12. Discussion of Transient Room Tax Ordinance.
	Tami explains this is a discussion only and states that the county and state get the transient room tax. Setting this ordinance allows us to get 1% rental. Yvonne asks for clarification. 

Utah counties may impose a 4.25% transient room tax (TRT) on the rental of rooms in hotels, motels, inns, trailer courts, campgrounds, tourist homes, and similar accommodations for stays of less than 30 consecutive days. The town of Sterling can get some of that 4.25% which will be 1%.

Cade discusses AirBnB and Vrbo. Tami added that she would like to have this ordinance in place by the end of September.

Add to the next agenda Public Hearing on Transient room tax ordinance.
	

	13. Discussion of Hyway Tax Ordinance.
	This will stay on the agenda and be discussed at the next Town Council.

	

	14. Discussion and vote on streetlight conversion to led light bulbs.
	Yvonne talks about the streetlight on Palisade Road and one next to the fire Dept. Zeb confirmed with UDOT that even though they put up the light, the lightbulbs are the Town of Sterlings.

Yvonne states that this is a great opportunity to get these led bulbs and that the cost is around $7,000 and that we could get a loan and spread it out. Yvonne goes over the two bids she obtained and had emailed the quotes previously to council. Council reviews the bids and agrees  Yvonne states that UDOT maintains the Palisade light pole now but they claim they will not maintain the light. Zeb suggests we get clarification on this. Kim asks if the bid covers installation and Yvonne states she believes so. Tami states we do have extra money in the Highway fund. 

Council discusses if road money can be used for lights.  Cade researches and finds that it is acceptable to spend road funds on street lights including installation and maintenance of street lights.

Yvone makes a motion to go ahead with the bid for 7,701.56 to be paid for with the proceeds of the loan with clarification why Rocky Mtn won’t service the light on palisade and at fire dept. Second Zeb.
	Motion Yvonne
Seconds Zeb
Vote: Unanimous 

	15. Discussion and vote on adopting level 1 fire restrictions.
	Zeb reviews the fire restrictions as presented by the county with the council. Some clarifications were resolved during discussion by reaching out to Nick. 

Zeb makes a motion to pass the stage 1 fire restrictions. Kim seconds the motion. 
	Motion: Zeb
Second: Kim
Vote: unanimous

	16. All council and staff to complete the OPMA Training
	This item will remain on agenda until all council members complete.
	

	17. Report of Officers, Boards and Committees.
a. Kim Killpack: Water and roads.
b. Yvonne Larsen: Treasury, Town building rental and cemetery.
c. Zeb Wignall: Parks and Fire Depart.
d. Tami Privett: Steering Committee, Budget, Taxes, Deputy Clerk.
e. Mayor Pearson.
	a. Kim discusses the water tank situation and that a meter was recently installed on a stalk water. 
b. Yvonne states that Lyle Young is donating a swing set to the town park or for the 24th celebration auction. She will clarify which.
i. Discussion on shop lock and keys.
ii. Discussion on printer and office supplies that need to be replaced. Yvonne provides bids.
iii. Update on the 24th Celebration and parade.
c. Zeb talked about fixing the basketball hoop.
d. Tami asks Yvonne if she has talked with Pelorus about removing the $5 fee that Rocky Mtn will be collecting for Fire District #2 and adding the $2.50 that the town will be collecting for the Sterling Fire Dept.
i. Tami discusses creating an initial and annual packet for new and ongoing employees to ensure all paperwork is received and current on state training. 
ii. Tami talks about the need of organizing/creating Policies and Procedures for the town and employees. Kris and Tami will be working on this.
. 

	

	18. Approve the payment of Bills
	Payroll for the month of May paid on 7/6/2024
· James C. Egner $1,897.45
· Yvonne V Larsen, $223.72
· Heather H Myers, $544.86
· Tamra D Privett, $96.97
· Ryan K Smith $1,363.09
· Kristina K. Winkel $394.79

Bills paid on 6/16/2024
· Apparatus Equipment & Serv: $1,409.12 Fire clothing/tools
· Badger meter: $125.10 Meter cellular service for June
· CASH: $500.00 Petty cash for 24th Celebration.
· Dominion Energy: $158.36 Fire/Adm/Shop utilities
· Jim Egner: $118.75 travel reimbursement
· ESRI Environmental Systems: $552.00 Annual software Maint.
· Jensen Excavating: $300.00 Road Base
· Kopy Katz: $31.20 Posters for 24th Celebration Advertising
· Yvonne Larsen: $674.05 Reimbursement for 24th celebration supplies and Notary journal/stamp/security and bond test.
· Manti Telephone: $107.96 Phone service for June
· N. Sanpete Disposal: $73.51 Dumpsters for June
· Rocky Mountain Power: $142.10 Six Mile Creek electricity
· Sanpete County Fire District #2: $551.00 Fire district fee. Landfill fee expense.
· Sterling Country Store: $421.00 landfill fee expense.
· Valley Builders Inc: $293.65 Water expenses and cornhole supplies
· Weidner Service: $34,624.00 Holmatro Pantheon with battery and other supplies for fire dept.
· Zions Bank Visa: $582.33 fuel for fire trucks, rentals for 24th celebration, and water/gatorade for fire dept.

Yvonne makes a motion to approve the bills and presented. Tami seconds.


	Motion:Yvonne
Second:Tami
Vote: Unanimous

	19. Adjournment
	Zebi makes a motion to adjourn the meeting, Tami seconds.

Meeting adjourned at 9:49PM
	Motion: Zeb
Secont: Tami
Vote: Unanimous



Minutes Approval

By: _________________________ Date: _________________ Attest: ___________________________ Date: _________________
Mayor Keenan Pearson						Kris Winkel, Clerk/Recorder


Council Members Initials:
Yvonne Larsen:	_________
Tami Privett: 		_________
Kim Killpack: 		_________
Zeb Wignall: 		_________
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