


The Hanksville Town Council meeting convened a work meeting on the 23rd day of July 2024 in the Hanksville Community Center; meeting commenced at 6:00 p.m. 
Present:  Mayor Jeffren T. Pei, C. Robert Gilner, C. Mona Wells and C. Eric Wells
Absent:  C. Morgan Roberts
Employees: Clerk Lisa Wells and Treasurer Jessica Alvey
Public in Attendance: Chylene Whipple, Sara Bradbury and Terralyn Labrum 
Meeting to Order: Mayor Jeffren T. Pei
The letter that was sent on July 16, 2024 to the mayor and council from EMS Director, Tiffany Martineau, said “Hanksville Town residents are not contributing any funds toward any Wayne County Services (police, EMS, etc.). The unincorporated areas of the county are funding the towns use of these services.”
The council discussed the current revenue that is generated from Hanksville that goes to Wayne County general fund to offset the EMS cost and is their understanding that some taxes that are generated with Hanksville Town are distributed to the County and deposited to their general fund.
· Transient room tax – Hanksville receives 1% and Wayne County receives 4.25% from tourists that stay in Hanksville.  
· Property taxes - The council agreed that they do not understand the portion of property tax that Wayne County receives from property within Hanksville municipality, but Wayne County does collect more in property tax from Hanksville then Hanksville Town receives.
· Sales tax – What portion of sales tax that Hanksville collects, if any, goes to Wayne County?
The council would like to remind Wayne County that the above funds are available in their general fund to be used for things like EMS.  There is a Rural Healthcare Tax that could be implemented by the county that would collect 1% on restaurant food and C-store products that would be specifically earmarked for rural healthcare and can only be used for that unlike the other taxes collected, such as the TRT tax. This could help offset the expense of the county ambulance service and lower the fees to municipalities but will the county lower that fee once it’s in place? 
Hanksville is also the only town that owns the ambulance building that houses the Wayne County ambulances.  Hanksville has a loan on the EMS building and had paid on the loan for 15 years and has paid $167,375 in principal and interest and has 15 more years to pay on this building.  The annual payment is approximately $12,000 plus Hanksville pays the property insurance as well as liability insurance on this building.  Wayne County is currently paying 100% of the utilities and has paid for a new heating unit in the building.  
The council agrees that it is not an option that an ambulance is not housed in Hanksville, and they discussed what they are willing to do to keep it in Hanksville.
	The council does not want to pay the $11,586 invoice received from the county and would like to continue with the current arrangement of control of the utilities which is - 50% utilities are paid by Wayne County Ambulance and 50% utilities are paid by the Wayne County Fire District. Wayne County will be responsible for maintenance of the ambulance bay portion of the building.  Hanksville will continue to pay the yearly lease payment of $12,000 and the insurance.  This is the offer they would like to make to the county commissioners.
	The Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between Wayne County and Hanksville Town regarding Emergency Medical Services was discussed as well as the Lease Agreement for the Hanksville EMS building.  The lease agreement ends on December 31, 2024.
Questions the council has:
· At what point will the billing stop to the municipalities if Wayne County finds other avenues of funding such as the Rural Healthcare tax?
· Will the commissioners consider accepting for trade what Hanksville pays for the building annually for the billing of ambulance services as provided by Wayne County?
Another work meeting was scheduled for July 25, 2024, at 6pm to meet with the commissioners as per a text received from Commissioner Kerry Cook during this meeting to finalize the lease agreement and agreement for ambulance service from Wayne County to Hanksville Town.
 
	
Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm   



