


South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District
Board Meeting Minutes
July 8th, 2024 at 2:00 pm

The Board of Trustees of the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District (SSLVMAD), Salt Lake County, State of Utah, met in a board meeting at the District offices at 7308 Airport Road, West Jordan, Utah and via Zoom with an anchor location established at the District offices
The following board members were present Jeff Bossard (Brighton), Tish Buroker (Riverton), Silvia Catten (Millcreek), Don Christensen (West Valley), Gene Drake (West Jordan), Brad Gilson (Draper), Paul Glover (Midvale), Kathie Johnson (South Jordan), Kristie Overson (Taylorsville), Linda Price (White City), Florence Reynolds (Sandy), Ilene Risk (Salt Lake County), and Greg Wilding (Bluffdale).
The following board members were absent: Ty Brewer (Holladay), Matt Holton (Cottonwood Heights), Natalie Pinkney (South Salt Lake), Steve Shields (Herriman), and Laverne Snow (Murray).
Also attending were Dan McBride, Scott Sommer, and Eric Gardner.
1. Welcome. Chair Catten duly called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone at 2:02 pm.
2. Citizen Comments. No citizens commented.
3. Board Conflicts of Interest Disclosures. No board members disclosed any conflicts of interest.
4. Approve Minutes. Buroker moved to approve the minutes of the June board meeting. Price seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.
5. Oath of Office-New member introduction. Natalie Pinkney (South Salt Lake) was not in attendance and will be invited to take the oath of office at a later date.
6. 2nd Quarter Financial Review
McBride presented the 2nd Quarter Financial Review noting that the operating fund is at a similar level to what was seen at this point last year, the capital projects fund is up from last year due to high interest rate, the PTIF reserve fund, checking account, and total are less than observed at this point last year.
Christensen moved to approve the 2nd Quarter Financial Review, Overson seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.
7. Manager Presentation-Current State of Affairs and 5 Year Planning 
McBride emphasized the inclusion of cost efficiency in the District mission statement and noted that the District is in good fiscal health. While expenses have exceeded revenue recently, assets have been more than adequate to cover the difference. 
McBride explained some history of the District’s tax rate noting that the most recent tax increase at the District occurred in 2010 when the tax rate was increased to 0.00005% to pay for construction of the current facility. The tax rate was subsequently decreased in 2012 to 0.000021% after the building was paid off. The tax rate decreases as the population increases to maintain consistent revenue and is now at 0.00009%, far below the maximum allowable amount of 0.004%. McBride noted that the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District’s tax rate is the lowest among entities in Utah supported entirely by taxes and is the same as it was in 2002. Some expenses, however, have increased since 2002; for example: demand for service has increased as the population has increased, and West Nile virus has been introduced requiring additional mosquito treatment and testing. Additionally, prices have increased with inflation since 2002 resulting in a decreased equivalent buying power of the consistent revenue. Adequacy of a reserve fund for extraordinary mosquito control measures, including potential aerial application of mosquito adulticide was discussed in light of increased costs.
McBride described decisions resulting in cost savings that have allowed the District to continue to function without raising taxes even as buying power has decreased. These include adjustments to vehicle and equipment replacement schedules, repairs instead of replacement, reduced seasonal staff, and less emphasis on black fly control and public outreach. He then explained some anticipated expenses including updates to technology and to the existing facility and introduced a vision to expand mosquito control and public outreach, including through greater control efforts to keep up with increasing demand, increased evaluations of control effectiveness, and more participation in public facing events. McBride suggested that an increase in the tax rate may be necessary soon to cover expenses and to facilitate proposed enhancement of service. Tentative tax rate increases ranging from 11% to 33% were discussed as was a tentative timeline for proposing a tax rate increase. Noting that making deadlines to propose a tax rate increase by the end of the year may be tight and that existing reserve funds and expected revenue seem adequate to cover anticipated expenses for one to two years, a tentative timeline for pursuing a tax rate increase at the end of 2025 was suggested. McBride will continue to prepare descriptions of expected expenses for use in determining what tax rate may be required and recommended that the board revisit the topic every 2-3 months in preparation for a proposal to adjust the tax rate.

8. Conditions of the District.
McBride reported arbovirus activity nationally and on conditions of the District indicating that mosquito surveillance trap numbers and acres treated with pesticide are above average, service requests and applications of mosquito adulticide are below average. He reminded board members that they would be contacted in the event of mosquitoes from the municipality they represent testing positive for West Nile virus. Board member training guidelines were mentioned, and board members were encouraged to send certificates of completion to McBride or to Kassie Draper. Conferences to be held in 2024, including the annual meetings of the Utah Mosquito Abatement Association and the Utah Association of Special Districts were mentioned. Safety goals since the previous board meeting were met. Since the previous board meeting two close-calls and two safety incidents were reported including one workers’ compensation claim and one auto accident. McBride asked for suggestions to improve the conditions of the District report. Buroker suggested that a description of the number of employees working may be helpful and Price noted that board members may be interested in learning more about exactly what employees do.
9. Board Meeting Items for August 8th Meeting. 
A suggestion from Risk that a description of laboratory use of mosquitoes at the District may be interesting was noted.
10. Approve Bills. Overson moved to approve the bills; Christensen seconded the motion. The motion passed with all in favor.
11. Adjourn.  Christensen moved to adjourn the meeting, Buroker seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned at 3:46 pm.



