1| Page Council Meeting______________________________________________             __July 2, 2024

 HENEFER TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
DUP Building
67 N Main Street
Henefer, UT 84033
July 2, 2024
Henefer, UT  84033


Minutes of the Henefer Town Council meeting held July 2, 2024.

Roll Call:  Mayor Kay H. Richins, Robin Riches, Steven Dallin, Casey R. Ovard, Shelley Richins, Ashlee Vernon, Ty Bailey, Mason Kjar, Joel Riches, Ashley Fawcett, Karen Ovard, Tonja Hansen, Shane Scott.

Mayor Kay H. Richins opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  The prayer was offered by Casey Ovard and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Shane Scott.

The first item on the agenda was carry over items from the June meeting.  There were no carry over items.

The next item on the agenda was Tonja Hansen, Summit County Council member.  Tonja informed the council that she is in attendance tonight to talk to them about taxes.  Tonja explained that in 2021 the Utah State Legislature passed House Bill 303 which requires that all municipalities and counties must assure at least a minimum level of 911 ambulance services.  In 2023, Summit County allocated 4.8 million in funding to help cover the EMS costs.  This funding was for Park City, South Summit, and North Summit Fire Districts. Previous to this time, citizens had felt the sting of the increase in taxes for the NS Fire Department.  Summit County provided the 4.8 million in funding with the intention of raising property taxes to cover the costs of EMS services.  When Summit County was reviewing the budget last year, they had concern for the rise in property taxes for the citizens.  At that time, they decided not to raise the property taxes.  In order to keep a flat budget, Summit County had to defer 2.5 million dollars for a new landfill in 3 mile canyon.  The County entered 2024 with an 8 million dollar deficit for the new landfill and EMS services.  This raises the question of how Summit County is going to cover this deficit.

A raise in property taxes is one possible solution.  Property taxes in Summit County have not gone up since 2017.  Some people feel that property taxes should be raised every 2-3 years to keep up with inflation.  Tonja explained that she is opposed to raising property taxes.  Tonja offered another solution.  In 2022 House Bill 59-12-802 was passed, which was an emergency services sales tax.  This would allow counties to put a 1% sales tax on services in the county.  Tonja feels that a ½% would be a better option.  This sales tax is specifically designed for services that people from out of town to pay for.  It is to impact tourists coming to Summit County.  If the tax was imposed at ½%, it would raise 15 million dollars.  This money can only be used for EMS, fire protection, law enforcement, search and rescue, and solid waste.  This does not tax groceries, medical prescriptions, or gas.  Tonja explained that this tax increase is what Summit County is proposing to cover the deficit.  This proposal will be on the ballot in 2024 to be approved by voters and will only stay in effect for 10 years if approved.
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Steven Dallin questioned how much of the funding would go to the landfill.  Tonja informed the council that 4 million would go to the new landfill.  Steven feels that would be good to mention on the literature prepared for the public.  

Casey Ovard expressed concern that the public perception is going to be that this tax increase is going to give more money to the NS Fire.

Mayor Kay H. Richins expressed that he feels the sales tax increase is the best option.

Shane Scott, County Manger, explained that the goal of the Summit County Council is to avoid Truth in Taxation and put the tax on tourists visiting Summit County.

Tonja explained that if the sales tax increase doesn’t pass, the County Council will have to look at raising taxes.  The council members will be visiting every council in the county to get the word out.  They will also be discussing it at the July 17th and 31st council meetings.

Robin Riches explained that the RAP Tax and Restaurant Tax have provided money for improvements to our parks and to help subsidize our 4th of July celebration.  

The next item on the agenda was Ty Bailey with a discussion on the Certified Tax Rate.  Ty explained that the certified tax rate was not ready at the June 4th council meeting.  At that time, Ty suggested starting the Truth in Taxation process because there is no way to know if you are going to adopt the certified tax rate before it is given to you.  Since that time, the certified tax rate has been posted and it is lower than what was actually collected.  The reason for this is that it is calculated on the previous years budget, not what was actually collected.  Ty proposes that the Council go through the truth in taxation process with a public hearing on August 6 @ 6:00.  Ty suggested keeping the budgeted amount of $51,000 and determining what that would put the tax rate at. Ty informed the council that at the Truth In Taxation Public Hearing, the council can adopt the suggested rate, certified tax rate, or anything in between.

The next item on the agenda was a public comment period.  

Ashley Fawcett presented a mylar to legal counsel for a signature on a lot line adjustment that had been vested and pending for over 4 years.

Karen Ovard requested that property owners be notified before workers begin work on the secondary water system on their property.  Karen also informed the council that her secondary water box was installed crooked.  Mayor Kay Richins informed Karen that the council did not receive any advance notice from the contractor.

The next item on the agenda was Ty Bailey with updates from Andrew Jackson on revisions to the subdivision ordinance.  

Ty informed the council that he met with Andrew yesterday and a lot of progress is being made on the subdivision ordinance.  Jake Young is currently reviewing the revisions to the ordinance and it will be presented at the August P&Z meeting.
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The next item on the agenda was Ty Bailey with information on a Sewer Capital Facilities Plan.

Ty informed the council that he had sent out a request for a sewer impact fee analysis to 4 companies.  He only received a response from one, EFG Consulting.  Ty informed the council that you can’t have impact fees without a master facilities plan, which the Town does not have.  The bid for the analysis was $10,050.00 and it will take about 2 months after the master plan is completed.  Ty will reach out to JUB Engineering regarding a master plan.

The next item on the agenda was the finalization of plans for the Henefer 4th of July Celebration.  Mayor Kay H. Richins questioned what the council would like the cost of the breakfast to be.  The council suggested $6.00 per person with no family rate.  The council discussed final preparation items for the celebration.

Mayor Kay H. Richins informed the council that he has received several complaints about a property in Henefer which currently has 5 yaks on it. Steven Dallin questioned if Summit County Animal Control should be contacted to handle this issue.   The council reviewed the zoning of the property.  Mayor Kay H. Richins read the section from the Planning & Zoning code that pertained to the R1 zone.  It was determined the property is in the R2 zone, which does not permit livestock.

Mason Kjar suggested that the Mayor could send a letter informing the owner of the yaks that they are in violation of the zoning code.  Mason suggested amending the R2 code to allow for livestock, if the council feels this is necessary.

Ty Bailey informed the council that usually zone violations are handled on a complaint basis.  Ty suggested sending a warning letter politely asking the owner to remove the yaks. 

 Steven Dallin informed the council that the property owner in question owns .61 acres, where the yaks are located.

The next item on the agenda was the annual council conflict of interest disclosures.  Shelley Richins requested that each council member complete a conflict of interest disclosure.  Robin Riches questioned what constitutes a conflict of interest.  Mason Kjar explained what may be considered a conflict of interest. The disclosures were signed by each council member and notarized by Shelley Richins.

Mason Kjar suggested that it is a good practice to have all council and employees declare any conflicts of interest.

The next item on the agenda was a review of the June 4, 2024 Henefer Town Council meeting minutes.  Corrections suggested were page 9, correct wording on 7th paragraph to “Steve Dallin questioned if Marriott Construction has repaired any damaged fire hydrants.”  Spelling and grammatical corrections were suggested throughout the minutes.

Mayor Kay H. Richins called for a motion to approve the June 4, 2024 Henefer Town Council meeting minutes.  Casey R. Ovard made a motion to accept the June 4, 2024 Henefer Town Council meeting minutes as amended.  Steven Dallin seconded the motion.  VOTE:  AYE:  Mayor Kay H. 
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Richins, Robin K. Riches, Steven Dallin, Casey R. Ovard  NAY:  none,  ABSTAINING:  none, ABSENT: Detton L. Fawcett

The next item on the agenda was legal counsel training.  Mason Kjar did not have any training items for the meeting.

The next item on the agenda was reports from council members.

Robin K. Riches reported that the pickle ball courts are currently under construction.  Renner will send color scheme ideas for the courts.  Robin reported that there are problems with the sprinklers at John’s Park.  Mayor Kay H. Richins suggested that a sprinkler repair company be contacted to fix them.

Robin reported that the Mobile Food Pantry has been a huge success.  Robin suggested that Henefer look for a more permanent location for the pantry so that it can continue to benefit the community.

Robin reported that the movie in the park night was a great success with over 300 corn dogs served.  The next movie night will be a the Hoytsville Park.  Robin informed the council that July 19th will be Fiesta Friday which will include 2 free taco trucks.  Christian has requested permission to purchase new trash cans for the park.

Robin has submitted a grant request for $5,000.00 to Rocky Mountain Power to purchase new picnic tables at the Town Park and the DUP Park.

Robin informed the council that she will need receipts for all 4th of July expensed for her grant report.

Casey R. Ovard reported that he is still working with Lundquist to get the mylar for the property signed.  Casey also reported that Paul Ferry is about finished with the survey on the Diston property.

Steven Dallin reported that he was able to secure 30 more flags for the streets. He will get with Shelley for a check for the flags. Steven also reported that there is a possible water line leak at the cemetery.

Steven gave an update on the Fire Board from the discussion last month.  There was a pending resolution that the Fire Chief be allowed to make changes to the building code. Representatives from Henefer Town, Coalville City, and Hoytsville tabled the resolution and it has been sent back to the Eastern Summit County Planning Commission for review.  The Town Planner, Jake Young, did not feel that the addendums would be restrictive to the Henefer Town Code.

Mayor Kay H. Richins informed the council that the flag pole lights have been replaced and are working.  Mayor Richins will have the summer hire employees obtain asphalt for pot hole patching.  Mayor Richins informed the council that the summer hire employees have been doing a fabulous job this year.  The council expressed appreciation for Joel Riches and the other summer hire employees for their diligence and hard work.

Shelley Richins presented invoice 1073 from K.R. Excavation in the amount of $9784.37 for the water main repair on Main Street.  Shelley informed the council that the pavement repair would be billed directly to Henefer Town from Post Paving.
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Robin informed Shelley that the payment approval report had an incorrect date.  Ashlee printed the correct payment approval report for council signatures.

The next item on the agenda was a closed strategy session.  

[bookmark: _Hlk173162559]Mayor Kay H. Richins called for a motion to enter a closed strategy session.  Robin K. Riches made a motion to enter a closed strategy session to discuss actions related to completing a transaction for the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property interests and water on the best possible terms.  Casey R. Ovard seconded the motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk173162655]ROLL CALL:  Mayor Kay H. Richins, YES
       Robin K. Riches, YES
       Steven Dallin, YES
       Casey R. Ovard, YES 
       Detton L. Fawcett, ABSENT 

                                     CLOSED STRATEGY SESSION

 A closed strategy session to discuss actions related to completing a transaction for the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property interests and water on the best possible terms.  

Mayor Kay H. Richins called for a motion to close the closed strategy session.  Steven Dallin made a motion to close the closed strategy session.  Casey R. Ovard seconded the motion.

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Kay H. Richins, YES
       Robin K. Riches, YES
       Steven Dallin, YES
       Casey R. Ovard, YES 
       Detton L. Fawcett, ABSENT

COUNCIL MEETING RESUMES

Mayor Kay H. Richins called for a motion to adjourn.  Casey R. Ovard made a motion to adjourn the Henefer Town Council meeting.  Robin K. Riches seconded the motion. VOTE:  AYE:  Mayor Kay H. Richins, Robin K. Riches, Steven Dallin, Casey R. Ovard  NAY:  none,  ABSTAINING:  none, ABSENT: Detton L. Fawcett
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