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Utah Newborn Hearing Screening Advisory Committee
            NEXT MEETING August 12, 2014

Committee Members and Staff Present: Kelly Dick, Catherine Hoelscher, Charlene Frail-McGeever, Taunya Paxton, Paula Pittman, Harper Randall, Sharon Strong, Karl White, Amy Wuthrich, Lori Ruth,  Mike Page, Krysta Badger, Kurt Randall, Shannon Wnek, Stephanie McVicar, and Jennifer Bryant, Jill Boettger, Nat McArthur, Erin Zinkhan, Taunya Paxton

Absent: Karen Munoz, Jill Vicory, Susanne Smith, Susie Bohning, Sylvia White

Note Taker: Jennifer Bryant 

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Needed

	1) Welcome – Review and approve minutes
-Kelly Dick
	· Minutes from February 11th reviewed. Motion to approve minutes by Dr. Harper Randall Motion seconded by Mike Page. Approved by all.
	

	2) Public Comment
- Kelly Dick
	· No Comments
	


	3) Committee Seats
	· Looking at page 2 - we need to replace Kathleen Pitcher- Tobey and Dr. Albert Park. Kelly and Mike checked with their contacts and no one at this time is able to replace these seats. Mike will check with Steven Kelly who is an ENT with Primary Children's Hospital to see if he is interested. Harper will also check with her contacts and get back to the committee. We need Insurance representation. Mike suggests that if we had someone from Intermountain or Select Health Care, they could take back the info to give them more perspective. It would be great to reach out to someone on the panel perhaps the chair of the committee that reviews or appeals codes and procedures for reimbursement for their hospital.  Kurt says there are reimbursement issues that the DOH (Department of Health) gets questions on. So it would be good if that person could advise us on these. This could also help us to see what obstacles they are facing.
· Nat (Nathan) MacArthur is the new Chapter Champion for this committee; this is his first meeting. He wanted to get involved since he has a child with moderate hearing loss that was detected from NBHS (Newborn Hearing Screening) at birth. 
· Active members are designated in the stature and require representation and it is good for us to understand who can vote. Going forward, if someone needs to be replaced, we can recognize the importance of that seat and make it a voting member in that category. This is also important since this establishes a quorum to make a vote. Kelly makes a motion to support the additional member seats with the V on the second page of the handouts to allow them as additional consultants with voting capacity. All are in favor of this. Mike would like name tags with color codes and if they are a voting member for each person of the committee.
	


Mike will contact Steven Kelly

Harper will reach out to her contacts

Mike will look into filling the Insurance seat representative. 







DOH will provide for future meetings

	4) Utah EHDI Staff
	· Nita Jensen has retired and Krysta Badger is now the EHDI (Early Hearing Detection & Intervention) Data Coordinator. Jennifer Bryant is now the LTFU (Loss to Follow-Up) Coordinator. We are now looking to fill the administrative assistant the Hearing and Speech Program.
· CMV (Cytomegalovirus) - We have a new data management system in Hitrack to track this. At this point 12 children have been identified with positive CMV. Physicians have been incorrectly  getting blood samples. The recommended tests are saliva or urine. There were 2 incidents of false-positive test results because the baby breastfed within 1 hour of testing. The new recommendation is 2 hours after feeding to test for CMV. This will help to alleviate the false-positive.
· CHAPP (Children’s Hearing Aid Pilot Program) - June 30th will be the end of our first year. To date, 21 children applied and from those, 17 benefited from this program. There were only 2 applicants who did not qualify since they had insurance coverage. We have our presentation with representative Becky Edwards, who is the sponsor of the bill, coming up. Families have sent in letters and pictures of gratitude. We are hoping this 2 year pilot program will be an ongoing.
· Harper asked if this will help insurance companies to cover hearing aids. Will this be a consideration? This may be a possibility and that is why it is important in getting someone from Selecthealth to be on this committee. Kelly asks if we are seeing much pediatric offices saying we don't test for CMV or we don't understand it. Audiologists call and say they have done their part but that pediatricians are not.  Stephanie comments that this is the hard part, we think our education materials are reaching them but we cannot force them to read it. It is a process to get everyone on board.  Kelly will give Mike Lauret's info to Nat to contact to be part of grand rounds to educate on CMV. Harper gives CMV updates since she is on the board for UAAP (Utah Association of Academic Professionals).
· Karl is exploring a new idea for testing for CMV: when the baby fails 2nd screening with parent’s permission, a buccal swab could be done. This would be cheaper, easier, and faster and done by a screener or nurse. We have about a 2% of NBHS fail rate. So we should have had about 1600 CMV tests. Less than 100 tests have been reported. Other questions would come up but this could be done as a pilot test.
	



































Kelly to give Mike Lauret’s info to Nat

	5) Utah EHDI Updates
	· Regional meetings went well throughout the state. We have visited 5 sites so far.
· National EHDI Conference in Jacksonville Florida - Hot topics were focusing on Loss to Follow-Up.  Some states have been working with WIC (Women, Infants, and Children Program) to get demographic information on families and/or set up a notification process. One state had an AABR (automated auditory brain response system) at their WIC office. Another state retrained on the steps for screening. Stephanie presented on CMV with Representative Menlove and her daughter Sarah Doutre. Staff from Utah Department of Health met with quality improvement specialists to look at the process in Utah.
	

	6) CHSS Billing
	· Children's Hearing and Speech Services through the Department of Health will now be using a sliding fee scale for patient billing. This is a change from no charge for audio to children under the age of three.  If you know of other places where families can go for outpatient screening for OAE (Otoacoustic emission) let us know. Mountain West ENT will do it at no charge for OAE.
· Karl - wouldn't they qualify for USDB (Utah Schools for the Deaf and Blind) and then Sounds Beginnings? Yes, if they fail 2 screenings that qualifies them for PIP (Parent Infant Prgoram). We want to remember that our role is not about referring families for less affordable services but to make sure that the service out there is quality service no matter the cost. There will be an updated directory to help families find resources in their area. Public Health also has the responsibility to get good quality services and low or no cost. There is concern that it will now be harder to get families in who think their babies can hear and don’t want to pay for a hearing screening.
	

	7) National EHDI Updates
	· Utah CMV Conference - This will be held in Salt Lake City on September 26-27. So far we have gotten submissions of abstracts from 7 countries and 21 different states. We are anticipating 350-400 people including parents who are presenting. Price for registration is inexpensive.
· Mountain State Deaf Education in June this will focus on technology with children services.
· LTFU – NCHAM (National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management) has been working on what makes up loss to follow up rate calculated by the CDC (Center for Disease Control). The question is raised on how to calculate this accurately for parents who are unresponsive or refuse. If the CDC changes the form, there will be skeptics to this, but what should drive us is that we are doing a good job. We hope to have CDC take a fresh look at this. If we could create a report that shows the CDC percentage and then the other way with other 1 step states, this would help to make a compelling argument.
· HiTrack Web vs HiTrack Windows – When querying 6,000 births a year, using Chrome and Firefox is faster than Internet Explorer. Using the tools in Hitrack will help the speed. When you sort it out it will filter it to the babies to a smaller batch. Only 3 hospitals are NOT on web to date.
	

	8) Baby Watch
	· Investigate the OAE equipment at EI locations. During business hours they are out on the road with the physicians. Have brochures to distribute.
	

	9) Family to Family Support
	· AG BELL conference, connecting parents with other parents of children with a hearing loss. There are issues and time delays to schedule and get referrals. Parents don't know what ENT and Audiologists do and how they are different. Connecting parents with each other will help with this journey. So giving a phone number will help with answering questions and giving advice that parents need to know. The network is a safe harbor. Kurt asks - parent directory - contact for parent to parent. Presidents of AG BELL for support groups. What is the process?
· USDB - filming with 6 parents who went through the process and it will be on the website.
	

	10) New Business / Future Agenda Items
	· Packet –Please review the flow chart, blue sheet (hospital births), and yellow sheet (homebirths). It may be that some have been born recently and may not have been reported yet. These also include NICU babies.
· Mike - contact insurance representative and Steve Kelly.
· Kurt - we are revising the standard of quality performances to include CMV and to do quality control to help with the program.
· Harper - When you meet with screeners, can you ask if they screen for CCHD. (Critical Congenital something Heart Defects).
· AG BELL meeting – There were 2 families who moved to UTAH to get services once they found out they had a child with hearing loss. This is what we are doing well!  The efforts and influences of what we do here in this room are great. Thank you all.
	

	11) Adjourn
	· Next meeting will be August 12th 2014
	



