BEAVER FIRE DISTRICT #1
BOARD MINUTES
May 20, 2024


Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Chairperson Jack Erwig, City Council Member Owen Spencer, Beaver County Commissioner Wade Hollingshead, EMT Representatives Leslie White and Lonnie Laws, Citizen at Large Paul Elieson, EMS Director Jennifer McIlnay, Fire District Secretary Anona Yardley, Fire Chief George Humphreys, and County Attorney, Von Christiansen. Nick Schnck, Fire Battalion Chief and Craig Wright, Deputy Fire Chief were also present.  Fire District Representative Larry Weaver was excused.
Welcome and Opening: Chairperson Erwig welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Minutes Reviewed:  Board members reviewed the minutes of March 18, 2024, that had previously been sent to them. There being no recommended changes to the minutes, Board Member Elieson motioned to accept the minutes as presented. Board Member Hollingshead seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  
Fire Department Financial Review March & April 2024:
Board Members reviewed the bills for the fire department. Board Member Hollingshead motioned, and Board Member White seconded to approve the fire department bills and financial statements as presented.
Ambulance Service Financial Review for March & April 2024: 
Board Member Laws motioned, and Board Member Hollingshead seconded to approve the bills as presented by the ambulance service.  All voted in favor. None opposed. 
Conflict of Interest Statements: No conflicts were noted for this meeting. 
Open Meeting Act Training - County Attorney, Von Christiansen 
Beaver County Attorney, Von Christiansen trained the board on how to notice and conduct business in a public meeting. The reasons for closed sessions in public meetings were reviewed as well as procedures necessary to hold public meetings. 
OLD BUSINESS
Review of Ambulance By-Laws – Attorney Christiansen
The recommendations of Secretary Yardley were discussed. The change in the chairperson for the board is outlined in the bylaws. The changes in the board members are determined in the bylaws as well.  The board Chief Financial Officers are the Fire Chief and the Ambulance Director.  The Fire Department and the Ambulance Service will get their recommendations for changes to the bylaws to Attorney Christiansen before the next scheduled meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS
Chairperson of the Board Designation – Board Member Hollingshead motioned to retain Jack Erwig as chairperson and Paul Elieson as Vice Chair.  Board Member Spencer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. None opposed. 
Old School Bus Behind Building
After discussion of why the fire district has the bus and the request by Beaver High School to obtain the bus, Board Member Laws motioned, and Board Member White seconded to give the bus to Beaver High School. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Fire Chief’s Report – George Humphreys
Training – Members of the fire department were trained in the Driving Simulator and had Wildland Fire Training. There was also a breathing apparatus vendor demo for this equipment. A purchase for this equipment is being considered at the lowest price available. The training review went well. The department is working on the training schedule for Fire 1 certification. They will be starting with the Academy equipment that is available. Fire 2 training requires HazMat training. Awareness operations are what the department does. 
ISO – Insurance Service Office – The insurance officer wants to inspect all the paperwork for the last three years for the fire district on recent fires. The Elk Meadows station was included. After this review is processed, the ISP rating should be ready for the area contained within the fire district #1. These ratings are only 5 miles from the fire station. Insurance rates are driven by this rating. Beaver’s current rating is 5 – 8B within the five miles radius and more than 1,000 ft from a fire hydrant. Out of the five- mile radius, property is not protected. Elk Meadows residents will benefit greatly from this new rating. 
Pump testing was done in the last few weeks. Structure fires are the emphasis of the training. 
Ambulance Director’s Report
Parade Presence - Did not participate in the BHS State championship parades because the department was not notified of timing. Principal Fails will be notified. There needs to be better communication between the high school and the ambulance department.
EMS Week – The EMS training class is finished. Seven people passed the class and did well.  Personnel numbers and efficiency are doing well. The hope is that three of the seven will pass the national EMS test. New manikins have been purchased with funding from a grant. 
Letter from the Fire Department – The ambulance service will be having a Workers Compensation Audit by the insurance carrier.  Information has been given to the department accountant. 
Building Repairs – The air conditioner in the med shed needs repair. They will be calling someone to do those repairs.  
Social Media – With the rebranding of Ramblers, there is a concern that there are enough EMS workers and Fire Fighters to cover the tourists that come to our community. When EMS and Fire staff and volunteers are helping with events, and if there are emergencies, there are not enough people to cover the emergency. There was some social media presence that made false claims about the Ambulance Service. 
Transportaation Room Tax - There were questions discussed about TRT for Emergency Services. Director McIlnay will look into the process of applying for these funds. 
Closed Session – Board Member Spencer motioned to move into closed session in order to discuss the purchase or exchange of real property. Board Member Hollingshead seconded the motion. Board members Spencer, Hollingshead, White, Laws, Elieson, Attorney Christiansen, and Chairperson Erwig voted in favor by voice vote. The motion passed with a majority vote. Board Member Weaver was excused. The board moved into closed session at 7:55 p.m. They moved out of closed session at 8:08 p.m.
Date Change for next meeting
After discussion of the board members, it was determined that the date for the July meeting would be changed from the third Monday to the fourth Monday which is July 22. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, July 22, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.




______________________________________		___________________________________	
Jack Erwig, Chairperson					Anona S. Yardley, Secretary

