NATIONAL PARKS - TIMED ENTRY

TIMED ENTRY – Several of the National Parks (about 10 to date) are using / experimenting with “Timed Entry” as a means to control and regulate visitor numbers. Parks are experiencing as much as doubling of visitors over the past 10 years. Each Park has a slightly different plan for dates and times. All are using RECREATION.GOV. Basically – this is a reservation for Park Entry, at a reserved date and time.
· On RECREATION.GOV – pick your park, select dates, select times. If dates are available, confirm; usually $1 - $3. Print or save electronically. 
· “Site Passes” may be needed – Interagency Passes (Annual, Senior or Access) and/or may be purchased separately. (Sometimes additional reservations – example campsites, are available).
· Park Entrance fees may often be purchased on line or at the Park Entrance.
· Timed Entry is usually good for the specific date, within the hour reserved. Some have “Day Of”.

Parks listed as using Timed Entry:
ARCHES – April 1 – Oct 31. $2
MT. RAINIER – Required. May 4-Sept 2
GLACIER – May 24 – Sept 8. Two separate areas
ROCKY MOUNTAIN – May 24 – Oct 20. 2 Areas
YOSEMITE – Four “plans”, separate dates/hours
HALEAKELA – 60 days in advance. $30 fee
ZION – reservations for Angles Landing not road
GREAT SMOKY MTNS – limited – in progress
SHENANDOAH - Currently passes for key hikes
ACADIA - Main road, May 24 – Oct 22

EXAMPLES. Check the individual Park’s web pages for How’s and Why’s, specific to the Parks. Each is different, addressing and solving the logistics of each Parks.
· ZION: Timed entry is primarily for key hikes (Angels Landing) open two months ahead of dates. Lottery opens at 12:01AM closes at 3PM. Winners notified at 4PM. $6 per application / $3 per person.  NOTE: see “Shuttle – No tickets, permits or reservations for the Zion Shuttle.
· ROCKY MOUNTAIN: Two types of permits available – one for Bear Lake Road Corridor, and one for “Rest of the Park”.  Two hour window of entry, 5AM – 6PM and 9AM – 2PM.
· MOUNT RAINIER: The Park has a nineteen page “Timed Entry Reservations FAQ” section on their National Parks Web Page, including maps, specific times, dates, and extensive explanations. WHY? Visitation has increased from 1.1M to 1.6M, 2013 – 2022. Wait times can be 3 hours at Entrances; Parking overcrowded; trails overloaded. They have included an excellent explanation with a number of links to studies, reports, and other excellent information.

Danny’s Personal Assessment.  Timed Entry is a tool for Visitor Management. Park Visitation is increasing in most Parks by leaps and bounds. This is causing overuse, long lines, parking issues, and often unhappy visitors.  Each Park has unique options, based on roads, parking, limitations and opportunities. Ultimately, Timed Entry is good for visitors’ experience, and to protect the facilities and resources from overuse.

For destination Parks – this can be an excellent tool – visitors planning their visits can plan 2-3 months ahead, secure an entry time, and secure lodging and other reservations that work with their Park visits.  
In many Parks, there are limited last minute/ day of limited reservations available, but likely disappointing for destination travelers. Entrance Staffing will be required to check and verify passes – printed or electronic.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]For Parks near population centers where lots of Day-of and spur of the moment visits are expected, Timed Entry might be seen as burdensome, but could control visitation and overcrowding. 
