
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED FY2025 BUDGET AND THE REGULAR TOWN

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

THURSDAY JUNE 20th. 2024. AT 6:30 P.M.

CASTLE VALLEY TOWN BUILDING - 2 CASTLE VALLEY DRIVE

**This meeting was a hybrid meeting held electronically by Zoom and also in person at the anchor

site of the Town Building. However just as the Meeting was to start, we had another power outage

until about 7:00 PM when power resumed.

Council Members Present: Mayor Duncan, CM Gibson, Hill, and O'Brien at the anchor site.

Absent: CM Holland

Others Present at Anchor Site: Dorie Honer, Colleen Thompson, Linda Skogrand, Norman and Peggy

Llewelyn, Ron Drake and Dan Vink.

Others present on Zoom: none due to power outage.

M Duncan called the Meeting to Order at 6:31 PM, Buck called role.

PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for FY 2025

Public Comment: None

RefiularTown Meeting

1. Open Public Comment: None

2. Approval of Minutes: Special Town Council Meeting May 28, 2024.

CM Gibson moved to approve the Minutes: CM Hill seconded motion passed unanimously.

3. Executive Reports:

M Duncan began her report from Rocky Mountain when Dan Vink arrived and delivered his report.

* Rocky Mountain Power District Manager- Dan Vink explained RMP is on elevated (more sensitive) fire

risk settings (EFR) to prevent any circuit failure from sparking and starting a fire. If there is a fault de

tected on any of the lines, the system instantaneously shuts down the line. On Sunday, the high winds

caused the lines at Westwater to slap together and that shut down the entire Rattle Snake line. It took

his crew all night to test the line and find the cause of the fault. Those same lines in Westwater caused

another outage on Monday. Tuesday there was another outage they patrolled the entire line with a hel

icopter and eventually found that outage was caused by a bird hitting a transformer on Lazaris. Vink said

right now his crew is out checking fault indicators for the current outage. The generator on Pace Hill was

only in place in case of voltage dips in the summer during high use periods and it was never used last

summer that is why it was removed. A substation near Blue Hills will soon come online and help with

summer voltage issues. Another substation is planned for Castleton. This project has been delayed be

cause funds are needed for new EFR equipment. EFR settings are triggered by projected weather inci

dents/reports. The RMP project this summer will be to add another 3-phase feed into the Town of Castle

Valley. This will increase power reliability as well as outage diagnosis. RMP uses drones to evaluate

lines/poles. Vink encouraged residents to report locations/causes of outages to help speed up RMP re

pairs. He hopes the new technology will improve service during fire season. He added that if there is a

fire within 2 miles of a RMP line that line will proactively be shut down a "Public Safety Power Shutoff.

This recent policy came about to limit RMP's liability for a fire. CM Hill verified this leaves Town resi

dents very vulnerable because without power we don't have phone service and we can't pump water

from our wells. Vink stated this policy came about because of all the lawsuits against PGE in California.

Buck asked for advice for protecting electronics when the power surges back on. Vink recommended

surge protectors and there are also whole meter surge protectors available. It also helps to unplug sensi-






