


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
June 12, 2024
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, R Holmgren, J Holmgren, Anderson, Mecham, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Estelle Price, Laura Holm, Kent Anderson, Alan Christensen, Rulon Smith

ABSENT: Council Member Dallin

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Kyler

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  July 10, 2024

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from May 8, 2024 was reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Mecham motioned the minutes May 8, 2024 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Martinez was not in attendance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Estelle Price would like to know if the DUP can enter 1 quilt into the July 24th auction to be auctioned off to raise money for the DUP.  Council Member Mecham sent a text to Council Member Dallin to ask.  Council Member Dallin stated the DUP is good to enter one quilt for the auction.

PUBLICE HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS TO THE 2023-24 BUDGET AND ADOPT THE PROPOSED 2024-25 BUDGET:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the public hearing.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  There were not comments in the public hearing.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to close the public hearing.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PUBLIC HEARING:  
2023-24 Amend Budget – Resolution to Adopt – Amendments are:  $2800 for Planning & Zoning Consult, $40,000 for generators, $8,000 for a trailer for generators, $9,103 for baseball diamond, $2,941 for Ice Rink.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned for Adopt the 2023-24 Amended Budget.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

2024-25 Budget – Resolution to Adopt- Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the 2024-25 Budget.  Council Member Mecham seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF CERTIFIED TAX RATE:  The certified tax rate for the 2024 year is .000490 which is $40,146.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the 2024 Certified Tax Rate.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION TO AMEND SUBDIVISION CHAPTER 8 OF THE LAND MANAGEMENT CODE:  The Recommendation was read aloud.

POSSIBLE ORDINANCE APPROVAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 8 SUBDIVISIONS:  This has been reviewed by the Council.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the amendments to Chapter 8 Land Management and Development Code. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTERS 1,2,3 & 7 OF THE LAND MAN CODE:  This recommendation was read out loud.  

POSSIBLE ORDINANCE APPROVAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 1,2,3 & 7 ZONING ORDINANCE: Council Member Mecham stated he was supportive of Chapters 1,2 and 3.  In Chapter 7 there were 2 suggested changes to the animal limitations section.  The changes stating moving forward we have a requirement for cement pads for pigs and homes could only have one rooster.  He stated that he didn’t know why we would mandate cement pads for pigs.  Also, why only one rooster?  Seems nitpicky.  He has been working on an updated version of Chapter 7.  Council Member Mecham suggests approval of 1,2 and 3 and table 7.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve Chapters 1,2 and 3 of the Land Management and Development Code and table Chapter 7.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

APPOINT SUBDIVISION LAND USE AUTHORITY MEMBERS:  There needs to be 5 members.  The five members will consist of Mayor, Planning Commission Chairman, City Council Member, Subdivision Land Use Authority Member and Subdivision Land Use Authority Secretary.  Mayor Armstrong needs to follow up with the suggestion of James Knight for a member.  She would like to table this until next month.

KENT ANDERSON – OLD TOWN HALL REMODEL:  The electricity has been wired to the Old Town Hall.  They are just waiting for an inspection.  As soon as it is inspected then Rocky Mountain Power can run power to the building.  The chimney has also been taken down to a point that it is safer.  Kent was also wondering about the boundary lines for that property.  No one on the council seemed to know.  The neighbor is parking his tractor kind of close to the building.  Council Member J Holmgren also told Kent, the town plans to pay half on the cost for renovations that are done to the Old Town Hall.

Kent stated as they have been practicing at the arena on Wednesday nights, they have noticed there is one light on the west side of the arena.  The Posse would like to pay to have a light installed on the east side.  He was also wondering how to turn on the light on the west side.  The council agreed this would be a great idea.  Kent also stated that he believes there are people sneaking in the south east side of the arena, when the arena is locked. 

EMERGENCY PREPARDENESS UPDATE:  Alan thanked everyone who helped with the school evacuation drill.  It went well.  Alan attended the Box Elder Summit.  It was very helpful and he now has a great network to work with.  He also asked what the town decided on the 3 bids submitted for generators.  Clerk Holmgren stated that a donation of $5,000 to help pay for the generators, was given to the City.  Council Member Anderson stated she would like to go with Golden Spike.  She likes that they also service them.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the bid from Golden Spike for $38,250.00.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Alan will check into utility trailers to hold the generator.

RATIFY RIEDESEL ANNEXATION:  This was mistakenly left off the Agenda last month.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to ratify the motion made last month to deny the Riedesel Annexation.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW PROPOSAL FOR IRRIGATION:  Our attorney sent a proposal for the council to review and make changes to.  He would like to have a public hearing on it in the July meeting.  It states:  
The purpose of the hearing is to inform the public of efforts being taken by Bear River City in conjunction with the Bear River Canal Company and to receive public comments regarding efforts to facilitate and streamline accurate accounting and record keeping between Bear River City and the Bear River Canal Company with respect to water served within Bear River City limits or through canals Bear River City controls, including potential actions to address:
1. Inconsistent references to Bear River City as Trustee, holder, etc. of certain shares;
1. Potential mismatches between the current owner(s) receiving water and the names associated with the property (shares);
1. Identifying potential gaps between Canal Company records and City records of delivery; and
1. Ensure consistency and updates going forward.
The general purpose is to simplify the record keeping process and consolidate the types of ownership in the Company known as “Class E Shares,” as well as other related and unrelated matters. The City seeks to ensure that no City resident or water user loses their right to receive water and to assist the Bear River Canal Company streamline its administration and functions. 
Clerk Holmgren asked why we need to do this?  Council Member R Holmgren is very confused on this.  He has talked to Jay about this. He says in order to get the books straight (our records match the Canal Co records) we need to have a public hearing.  Council Member R Holmgren is not sure why we have to have a public hearing.  Just putting this out to the public the way it is wrote, will cause lots of people to read things into it.   It’s really not a big deal.  If we as a town find a discrepancy, we can’t just change it.  It would have to go through the proper channels and involve the Canal Co and shareholder.  Council Members agreed that unless this is state code that we need to have a public hearing over this, we don’t do it.  Jay is out of town for a couple of weeks.  Council Member R Holmgren stated we need to talk to the attorney a little more about this.  Mayor suggests we table this until we can get more information.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to table this public hearing notice until we get more information.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Clerk Holmgren signed Jared Holmgren, Heidi Holmgren and Sue Holmgren’s payroll check because the Mayor was out of town.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, Mecham, R Holmgren, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  Council Member Mecham stated he heard a few conversations about how the ball diamond (infield) didn’t look great for all the money we spent on it.  Clerk Holmgren stated she remembered Council Member Dallin saying that Joel Hendrickson and Kory Stewart were going to keep it maintained?

Clerk Holmgren stated it was mentioned to her that the gutters on the cook shack have trees and weed growing in them.  Alan Christensen stated that he would like to put the vent cover back on the cook shack.  While he is there, he will clean the gutters out.  Mayor Armstrong suggested to put covers over the gutters.  

DEPARTMENTS:  Town Clean up went great!

Memorial Day was fantastic.  We need to look into the electrical for next year.  

Irrigation – Council Member R Holmgren met with JUB Engineers on the grant.  They will be working on a preliminary model of the project.  By the end of the summer the town should receive a letter of intent from the NRCS and Bureau of Reclamation that guarantees the funds.  We will need an approximate price.  By the end of the summer, we should have one.  We are still approximately 5 years away from this project from happening, but there are a lot of moving parts to be considered.  It will probably take that long to get everything in order.  

LMDC – Clerk Andreasen emailed everyone some information on corner lots.  We need more specific/understandable instructions for corner lots.  This needs a recommendation from the council to have the Planning Commission review the code for corner lots.

Cemetery – The Backhoe has a leak with the hydraulic fluid.  We need to check with Tyler to see if he can fix it or if we need to take it somewhere to be fix.  We also need to make sure the truck has been fixed.  We need a cover to place over open graves.

Office – Clerk Holmgren would like permission to get bids to change over the email and website to .gov.  Council Members said this would be fine.

Gardner Update – He has removed some of the pigs.  He does have a few show pigs.  Mayor Armstrong reminded him he needs to fill out a form with the city to do that.  He does have other pigs, but they have a butcher date at the end of the month.  He does have 2 sows that are pregnant.  When they are ready, he has buyers for them.  Gil reminded him that pens need to be cleaned out, to register 4h pigs with city.  He was hauling the manure out in the field in the back and just putting it in a pile.  Gil let him know this needs to be worked into the ground, so it doesn’t stink up the neighborhood.  Pens need to be cleaned out by July 10th.  

Farmers Market – Clerk Holmgren asked if the Farmers Market is a Bear River City thing or a Damion and Kim Saunders thing.  Mayor Armstrong wasn’t sure.  Clerk Holmgren stated in her research she has found that all Farmers Markets need to be registered with the Department of Food and Ag.  They need to know everyone that has a booth.  Kim has been in contact with the Department of Food and Ag.  There will be a representative from the Department of Food and Ag at the next farmer’s market.  

Subdivision – Council Member Mecham asked the Mayor if our Engineer (Chris Wight) had replied back to the list of questions about the subdivision, sent to him or acknowledged that he received them.  Mayor Armstrong said no.  She has sent a follow up email and tried to call him with no response.  Council Member Anderson stated she will talk to Brian and see if he can get someone there to answer the questions. 

Grand Marshal for July 24th Parade – A few names have been suggested.  Mayor Armstrong will start asking.  Alan Christensen stated last year Deo asked Curtis to put up a cover over the stage area at the Park.  Alan Christensen will check with his dad and see if they can get it done.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:28 pm. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved July 10, 2024.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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