


South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District
Board Meeting Minutes
June 10th, 2024 at 2:00 pm

The Board of Trustees of the South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District (SSLVMAD), Salt Lake County, State of Utah, met in a board meeting at the District offices at 7308 Airport Road, West Jordan, Utah and via Zoom with an anchor location established at the District offices
The following board members were present Jeff Bossard (Brighton), Ty Brewer (Holladay), Tish Buroker (Riverton), Silvia Catten (Millcreek), Don Christensen (West Valley), Gene Drake (West Jordan), Kathie Johnson (South Jordan), Kristie Overson (Taylorsville), Linda Price (White City), Florence Reynolds (Sandy), Ilene Risk (Salt Lake County), Steve Shields (Herriman), Laverne Snow (Murray), and Greg Wilding (Bluffdale).
The following board members were absent: Brad Gilson (Draper), Paul Glover (Midvale), Matt Holton (Cottonwood Heights), and Natalie Pinkney (South Salt Lake).
Also attending were Dan McBride, Scott Sommer, Kassie Draper, Eric Gardner, and Katie Giddens.
1. Welcome. Chair Catten duly called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone at 2:00 pm.
2. Citizen Comments. No citizens commented.
3. Board Conflicts of Interest Disclosures. No board members disclosed any conflicts of interest.
4. Approve Minutes. Overson moved to approve the minutes of the May board meeting. Price seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor, Christensen was absent for the vote.
5. Oath of Office-New member introduction. Natalie Pinkney (South Salt Lake) was not in attendance and will be invited to take the oath of office at a later date.
6. 2023 Audit Report. Giddens presented an independent auditor’s report for the District for the year ending December 31st, 2023. No difficulties dealing with management were noted. A single finding was reported that the District was out of compliance with state code in that a board member did not provide evidence of completion of Open and Public Meeting training. 
Giddens reported that the auditors were of the opinion, that the financial statements audited present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities and each major fund of South Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District, as of December 31, 2023, and the respective changes in financial position, and, where applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The auditors were satisfied that internal controls were adequate and found no evidence of fraud.
The auditors noted increases compared to 2022 in property tax and interest revenue, and in expenditures for insecticide and payroll, all of which made sense based on the financial climate and District activities. A deficiency of nearly $83,000 was noted indicating that more was spent than was collected in revenue in 2023. Giddens explained that the general fund is sufficient to cover the deficiency and can be spent down as there is an upper allowable limit on that fund, but 2023 was the third consecutive year in which a deficiency was noted.
Shields asked about material and immaterial misstatements identified during audit procedures. Giddens agreed to forward a schedule of misstatements to the District and noted that all misstatements came from routine reconciliations between QuickBooks and governmental accounting, all were corrected by management, and no changes to bookkeeping procedures were recommended.
Price reported on a meeting of the audit committee to discuss the report from the auditor and commented that the committee was impressed at how well management followed up on everything. The committee discussed options to ensure documentation of completion of applicable training is received from each board member. McBride explained that management will continue to remind board members about the need to complete training, reminder emails may be sent, a mentor may be assigned to board members not in compliance, and a letter may be sent from the District to the city represented by non-compliant board members. 
Appreciation was expressed to Draper and District management for effective accounting efforts resulting in a good report from the auditor.
Brewer moved to approve the audit report contingent upon receipt and inclusion of the schedule of material and immaterial misstatements and with the addition of the response from the Board of Trustees to ensure compliance with Open and Public Meetings Act training by continuing to remind board members of required training, assigning mentors to non-compliant board members, and notifying municipalities represented by non-compliant board members through a letter from the District. Snow seconded the motion and the motion passed with all in favor. Christensen was absent for the vote.
7. 2024 Certified Tax Rate – Resolution #22-01
McBride noted that the official tax rate had not arrived from the Taxing Commission yet but commented that the District has the 3rd lowest tax rate of any entity in the state of Utah. In response to a question from Catten about when the District may need to consider a tax rate increase, McBride noted that despite a healthy reserve fund, a deficiency in revenue relative to expenses experienced for the last three years is concerning, and a tax rate increase may need to be considered soon. He noted that the most recent tax rate increase occurred in 2009 but the rate was then reduced in 2012. The most recent tax rate increase previous to 2009 occurred in 1987. McBride indicated that an analysis of current and anticipated expenses relative to fund balance can be presented in July. Brewer moved to approve resolution 24-01 adopting and accepting the 2024 certified tax rate to be provided by the taxing commission. Buroker seconded the motion. The motion passed with the following vote:
	Jeff Bossard
	Yea

	Ty Brewer
	Yea

	Tish Buroker
	Yea

	Silvia Catten
	Yea

	Don Christensen
	Yea

	Gene Drake
	Yea

	Brad Gilson
	Absent

	Paul Glover
	Absent

	Matt Holton
	Absent

	Kathie Johnson
	Yea

	Kristie Overson
	Yea

	Natalie Pinkney
	Absent

	Linda Price
	Yea

	Florence Reynolds
	Yea

	Ilene Risk
	Yea

	Steve Shields
	Yea

	Laverne Snow
	Yea

	Gregory Wilding
	Yea



8. Board Voting Guidelines/Electronic Participation Review (By-Laws)
McBride presented language adjustments to the Trustee By-Laws specifying that a roll-call vote is required for any resolution, when requested by any board member, and as a follow-up to any non-unanimous vote. Language specifically permitting electronic participation was also added.
Wilding moved to approve the presented changes; Buroker seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
9. Conditions of the District. McBride noted that testing for West Nile and other arboviruses has begun at the District and reported on national incidence of arboviruses. 
Sommer explained that despite being young and inexperienced, the seasonal crew is doing well inspecting and treating the abnormally large amount of larval mosquito habitat this year. The number of acres of larval mosquito habitat treated to date is well above average. McBride noted that controlling mosquitoes in larval habitat reduces the need for adult mosquito control and reported that the number of service requests this year is about average. 
Brewer reported that an interaction with District employee Mylee was positive and that she was conscientious and respectful. 
In response to a question from Wilding about the level of preparedness at the District to respond to high incidence of mosquitoes or arboviruses, McBride explained attempts to plan ahead and described an emergency fund that is in place. Snow asked about a contract for emergency aerial application of mosquito adulticide; McBride noted that a contract is in place and indicated that, fortunately, aerial application has not been necessary in the District since 2006. Preparations have improved since then, though McBride acknowledged that there could be unknown factors or diseases that are difficult to prepare for.
McBride reported that lots of water is still moving through the Jordan River feeding adjacent larval mosquito habitat. Rising water in Utah Lake and the Great Salt Lake also contribute to high mosquito numbers in neighboring districts that could also impact SSLVMAD.
McBride reported that AMCA Washington Days was a good meeting and facilitated discussions with lawmakers about a national arbovirus database and use of drones in mosquito control.
McBride reminded board members of required training including annual Open and Public Meetings Act training, and Special District Board training to be completed once per term. Upcoming conferences that can help fulfill training requirements were mentioned including the Utah Mosquito Abatement Association annual meeting in October and the Utah Association of Special Districts annual meeting in November.
Board members thanked District staff for their efforts to stay on top of mosquito problems and for providing outreach information.
McBride noted that safety goals since the previous board meeting were met. Two automobile incidents were reported since the previous board meeting.
10. Board Meeting Items for July 8th Meeting. McBride mentioned that a discussion of fund balances and anticipated future financial requirements may be included in the July meeting.No additional items were recommended.
11. Approve Bills. Shields moved to approve the bills; Risk seconded the motion. The motion passed with all in favor.
12. Adjourn.  Overson moved to adjourn the meeting, Shields seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 3:22 pm.



