Salt Lake County
Office of Regional Development
Housing and Community Development Division
Official Public Notice- June 26th, 2024

Application for HUD PRICE Funding:
Salt Lake County posted previously on May 16th a draft application and notice concerning the   U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Preservation and Reinvestment Initiative for Community Enhancement (PRICE) program. This notice provides an update to the previous notice, with an updated application draft. Salt Lake County requests any comment from the public regarding this draft application. You can send Salt Lake County your comments via email to KeAustin@slco.org, via phone at 385-468-4871, or in writing to 2001 S State Street, Suite 200, Salt Lake City UT 84190. Comments will be accepted until July 8th at 8:00 AM MDT. 

Additionally, a public hearing will be held to provide any clarifications to the application and answer any questions that general members of the public may have concerning the activities outlined in the application. 

This public hearing will be held on Tuesday, July 2, at 12:00 PM MDT 
This public hearing will be held in-person at 2001 S State Street, Suite S2-830 in Salt Lake City or virtually via Webex at https://slco.webex.com/slco/j.php?MTID=md2c4bb5e6052f92335da34241bd8bee0

If you require a reasonable accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Kevin Austin (KeAustin@slco.org, 385-468-4871) prior to the meeting date. 
Background: 
HUD has allocated $225 million in competitive grant funding through the PRICE program, specifically designated for the preservation and revitalization of manufactured housing and eligible manufactured housing communities. Manufactured housing is a critical piece of the nation’s affordable housing stock that provides a home to over 22 million Americans. Manufactured housing and manufactured housing communities (MHCs) face significant challenges to affordability, resilience, infrastructure, and maintenance that are exacerbated by state titling and local zoning laws, financial pressures from landowners or investors, and extreme weather, natural hazards, and disaster events.
The PRICE Main funding will support low- and moderate-income homeowners with manufactured housing units and manufactured housing communities with critical investments such as repairs, infrastructure improvements, upgrades to increase resilience.
Purpose:
 The Preservation and Reinvestment Initiative for Community Enhancement aims to support communities in maintaining, protecting, and stabilizing manufactured housing and MHCs. With over 22 million Americans residing in manufactured housing, it is imperative to address affordability, resilience, infrastructure, and maintenance challenges exacerbated by various factors including state titling and local zoning laws, financial pressures, and extreme weather events.
Alignment with Salt Lake County Consolidated Plan: 
The creation of this PRICE project, as outlined in the application, aligns with the current Salt Lake County Consolidated Plan. Salt Lake County’s Consolidated Plan aims to identify the greatest needs in Salt Lake County through a public process and public input. Through this process, it was evident that there was a disproportionate need for greater affordable housing. The housing shortage and the rapid rise in both home prices and rental rates have been particularly burdensome for special needs households: the elderly, large families, single-parent, minority, and disabled. A disproportionate share of these special needs households are very low and extremely low-income.  
Salt Lake County has made a firm commitment to preserving rental and homeowner-occupied housing units and promoting homeownership. This commitment is a key pillar of the Salt Lake County Consolidated Plan, which is dedicated to ensuring an equitable focus on preserving and revitalizing housing to address the most urgent needs.  
Additionally, engaging more with MCHs will be a key part of the new Consolidated plan, which will run from 2025 to 2029. It has become apparent that investment in MCHs will keep the homes safe and healthy, reduce displacement, and increase household stability. 
  

Key Activities and Objectives: 
The PRICE program will focus on two primary activities:
Rehabilitation of Manufactured Homes, and Infrastructure Improvement
1. Rehabilitation of Manufactured Homes: Funding will support critical repairs and upgrades to existing manufactured homes, ensuring decent, safe, and sanitary living conditions. Modifications to accommodate an aging population will be prioritized.
Funding will be used to provide rehabilitation of existing mobile and manufactured homes. This includes repairing or replacing major systems, such as HVAC, water heaters, windows, plumbing, and electrical. Funding will also be used to renovate and repair different areas of the home such as bathrooms, kitchens, and flooring. Salt Lake County has identified through other repair and rehab programs that funding is needed to modify homes to accommodate an aging population. Items like grab bars, lower cabinets, and walk in tubs are essential to keeping elderly residents in their home. Funding will be used to make these types of modifications to avoid making otherwise able-bodied residents leave their homes for assisted living or other housing situations.   
2. Infrastructure Improvement: MHCs serving low to moderate-income households may apply for funds to develop or enhance infrastructure, promoting community resilience and well-being.
Funding will be provided to Manufactured Home Communities (MHC’s) who qualify as serving low to moderate income households that apply to the County for funds to develop or improve infrastructure that supports MHC’s and manufactured units. Examples outlined in the NOFO that MHC’s may apply for include installing public facilities and improvements such as roads, pads, sidewalks, curbs and gutters, parks, playgrounds water and sewer lines, wells, septic tanks, flood and drainage improvements, fire breaks, parking lots, and any other improvement as allowed by the NOFO.   

Compliance and Outreach:
All projects funded by PRICE will adhere to Section 3 and other applicable federal laws, ensuring fair employment opportunities. Salt Lake County staff will perform outreach across Salt Lake County to ensure that eligible households are aware of this PRICE funded project and can access the assistance easily. This will include working with our local Continuum of Care to educate all community partners on the existence of the project. Additionally, over the course of the six-year project Salt Lake County staff will conduct outreach at all Manufactured Home Communities to ensure that both MHC owners and homeowners within the MHC are aware of the project and have the ability to apply with minimal barriers.  
Public Input and Participation:
Salt Lake County encourages public input and participation in the development and implementation of the PRICE-funded projects. Stakeholders, including residents of manufactured housing communities, are invited to provide feedback and engage with county representatives throughout the process.
Next Steps:
Upon successful funding approval, Salt Lake County will commence project implementation, prioritizing the needs of low and moderate-income households and promoting the long-term sustainability of manufactured housing communities.
Contact Information:
For inquiries regarding the HUD PRICE funding application or related initiatives, please contact:

Kevin Austin
Housing Section Manager

385-468-4871
KeAustin@slco.org

Note: This Notice of Funding Opportunity serves as an official public notice and invitation for stakeholders to engage with Salt Lake County in its efforts to enhance the affordability, resilience, and sustainability of manufactured housing communities. Further details and updates will be provided as the application process progresses.
This document complies with HUD requirements for public notice and invites community engagement in the proposed PRICE-funded projects.

