
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Martell Menlove, Ph.D. 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  August 8, 2014 
 
ACTION:  Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Flexibility Waiver Extension 

 
 
Background:  The U.S. Congress reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in 
2001 as No Child Left Behind (NLCB). States were required to develop, assess, and determine 
performance levels as they related to state academic and achievement standards. The UCAS 
Accountability System was originally developed to comply with SB 59, School Grading System (2011 
Legislative Session). It was also approved by the Department of Education as the Utah Accountability 
System for the ESEA Flexibility Waiver. UCAS replaced Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for NCLB. 

 
The ESEA was to be reauthorized in 2007 and is still pending. The U.S. Department of Education allowed 
states to request a waiver to certain requirements under the law. Utah’s original waiver request can be 
found at http://www.schools.utah.gov/data/Educational-Data/Accountability-School-
Performance/Utah-ESEA-Flexibility-Request.aspx. Utah’s waiver ends in 2014.  The Department is 
allowing states to request a one-year extension to the waiver. This would be effective for school year 
2014-15. 
 
Key Points: Utah requested and was granted a waiver for SY11-12, SY12-13, and SY13-14.  Beyond SY13-
14, states may submit a one-year extension request. Utah has up to 60 days from the receipt of the Title 
I Part B Monitoring report to submit the request for the extension. The final report was sent July 1.  The 
extension request must be received by the Department no later than August 28.  

 
The ESEA Flexibility Waiver has allowed Utah to replace the federally-determined accountability system 
with a state-determined accountability system, UCAS. The waiver has added flexibility and allowed Title I 
monies to be more appropriately expended on Focus and Priority schools. 
 
Anticipated Action: It is anticipated that the Board will determine if Utah will submit a letter to the 
Department of Education requesting a one-year extension to the ESEA Flexibility Waiver. 
 
Contact:  Judy Park, 801-538-7550 
       Karl Wilson, 801-538-7509     

 250 East 500 South   P.O. Box 144200   Salt Lake City, UT   84114-4200     Voice: (801) 538-7517   Fax: (801) 538-7768 

http://www.schools.utah.gov/data/Educational-Data/Accountability-School-Performance/Utah-ESEA-Flexibility-Request.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/data/Educational-Data/Accountability-School-Performance/Utah-ESEA-Flexibility-Request.aspx
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