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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Martell Menlove, Ph.D. 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  August 8, 2014 
 
ACTION:    SAGE University Study 

 
 
Background:  During the June Board meeting, a SAGE University Study was presented to the 
Board. The purpose of the study is to validate the claim that SAGE results demonstrate college 
and career readiness. In order to validate the SAGE high school scores that represent 
proficiency, USOE and AIR will work with six Institutes of Higher Education.   

Key Points:   
SAGE tests will be administered to a sample of students enrolled in remedial instruction, as well 
as to a sample of students enrolled in entry-level college courses. All students will remain 
entirely anonymous. At no time will USOE or the organizations with which USOE collaborates 
have access to any identifying student information.  

The students will be compensated by American Institutes for Research (AIR). The average 
compensation per student will be $50.00. Payment is based on a base amount of $35.00 and 
payment for correct answers varying with their test score. The maximum payment will be $75.  
 
Anticipated Action:  
The Standards and Assessment Committee will consider the SAGE University Study and forward 
recommendations regarding the Study to the Board for approval. 
 
Contact:   Judy Park, 801-538-7550 
  Jo Ellen Shaeffer, 801-538-7811 



 

SAGE College and Career Readiness Study 

USOE is conducting a study to validate the claim that SAGE results demonstrate college and career 
readiness.  In order to validate the SAGE high school scores that represent proficiency, USOE and AIR are 
working with six Institutes of Higher Education.   

SAGE tests will be administered to a sample of students, enrolled in remedial instruction as well as to a 
sample of students enrolled in entry-level college courses.   All students will remain entirely anonymous. 
At no time will USOE or the organizations with which we collaborate have access to any identifying 
student information.  
 
The students will be compensated by AIR.  The average compensation per student will be $50.00.  
Payment is based on a base amount of $35.00 and payment for correct answers varying with test score. 
The maximum payment will be $75.  
 

We will be working with the following Institutions: 

University of Utah 

Snow College 

Utah State University 

Weber State University 

Southern Utah University 

Dixie State University 

 

In order to conduct this study USOE will need 80 volunteer students from each IHE: 

· 20 freshman students taking remedial courses in mathematics 
· 20 freshman students taking entry-level courses in mathematics 
· 20 freshman students taking remedial courses in English 
· 20 freshman students taking entry-level courses in English  
 

AIR will analyze the data and report back to USOE with a final written report including methodology and 
findings.  Outreach will then be conducted with the Institutions to discuss results. 
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