
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Martell Menlove, Ph.D. 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  August 8, 2014 
 
ACTION:   R277-422-4 State Supported Voted Local Levy, Board Local Levy and Reading 

Improvement Program - Reading Achievement Program (Amendment) 

 
 
Background:   
Within the K-3 Reading Achievement Program, there are three funding programs:  the Base Level 
Program, the Guarantee Program, and the Low Income Students Program.  The elimination of the board 
leeway for reading improvement, Section 53A-17a-150, changed the requirement in the way a school 
district matches the funds.  Statute now reads that in order to fully participate in the Guarantee 
Program or the Low Income Students Program, a school district shall allocate to the program money 
available to the school district, except money provided by the state, equal to the amount of revenue 
that would be generated by a tax rate of 0.000056 or 0.000065 (total 0.000121).  Individual district 
assessed valuations are used in the determination of the K-3 Reading Improvement matching funds in 
both the Low Income and Guarantee programs.    At present, when estimates are generated for this 
program in the spring, Common Data Committee (CDC) assessed valuation estimates are used in the 
calculation.  At mid-year, the assessed valuation numbers are changed to reflect prior year “Initial Roll 
Values.”  This change causes unexpected variations in individual district matching amounts.  R277-422-4 
Reading Achievement Program is amended to address this issue. 
 
Key Points:   
To minimize those changes in Minimum School Program midyear allocations, R277-422-4 is amended to 
use the most recent final assessed valuations and the corresponding year’s tax collection rate. 
 
Anticipated Action:   
It is proposed that the Finance Committee consider approving R277-422-4, as amended, on first reading 
and, if approved by the Committee, the Board consider approving R277-422-4, as amended, on second 
reading. 
 
Contact:  Bruce Williams, 801-538-7514 
  David Roberts, 801-538-7668 
  Cathy Dudley, 801-538-7667 
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1 R277.  Education, Administration.

2 R277-422.  State Supported Voted Local Levy, Board Local Levy

3 and  Reading Improvement Program.

4 R277-422-4. K-3 Reading Achievement Program.

5 A.  The K-3 Reading Improvement Program consists of

6 program funds and is created to achieve the state’s goal of

7 having third graders reading at or above grade level.

8 B.  Funding

9 (1) The calculation for the K-3 Reading Achievement

10 funding shall be consistent with Section 53A-17a-150 which

11 requires matching funds and Section 53A-17a-151.

12 (2) School districts shall use [T]the following data

13 [shall be used ]for the reading fund calculations:

14 (a) [T]the most [recent]current numbers of final adjusted

15 assessed valuations received [by the USOE]from the Utah State

16 Tax Commission;

17 (b) [T]the [previous ]year’s tax collection rate, that

18 corresponds to the year provided under R277-522-4B(2)(a);

19 (c) [T]the previous fiscal year’s number of Free and

20 Reduced Price Meal applications; and

21 (d) [T]the current fiscal year total number of WPUs

22 received by [LEAs]each school district for the basic school

23 program.

24 KEY:  education, finance

25 Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment: [August 7,

26 2013]2014

27 Notice of Continuation: October 5, 2012

28 Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law:  Art X Sec 3;

29 53A-1-402(1)(f); 53A-1-401(3); 53A-17a-133; 53A-17a-164; 53A-

30 17a-150; 53A-17a-151; 59-2-919
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