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Conservation District Chair 


Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Kent Bastian
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames
Conley Moon	


Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman- UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins

						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Jeremy Maycock- NRCS

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund was unable to attend due to illness. Conley Moon called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Rodger Ames attended a meeting with the Duchesne County Weed Department. He discussed how we can help them with purchasing a drone. The one they are looking at has about an 18-gallon capacity. The drone requires an FAA license to run it. There may be a conservation grant to help the county cover the cost of the training required for the license, and the use of the machine. Duane Houston is also interested in purchasing an ag drone. Darrell Gillman will encourage Duane to look into what kind of drone he wants, that will be able to take aerial photos before and after ag projects. Dave Evans suggested that Duane write up a proposal on what the purpose and intent of the drone would be, if he would like help in purchasing one.
The board discussed collaborating with Mike from the weed department and deciding on some problem areas to focus on and join with NRCS to make a plan. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the January meeting minutes. Rodger Ames made the motion to approve the January minutes, Dave Evans second, motion passed.

SERA 
All supervisors attended the Zone meeting on March 6, 2024 in Heber.

FINANCES
Darrell Gillman went over the finances with the board. Money has been coming in with the tree orders. There is another CD come due in April. Rodger Ames suggested rolling over the CD into another. Kent Bastian made the motion to approve the finances, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. Conley Moon is building a 60x120 hay shed. He has requested an ARDL. Rodger Ames motioned to approve the ARDL loan, Dave Evans second, motion passed.

CD BUSINESS

State of Utah Grant
An $11,000 reimbursement is available to use for district operations and projects this fiscal year. We were intending on using this for Billy Sorensen’s project, but this project has not started yet. Some of the reimbursement can be used for the clerk’s wages. The board discussed if there are other projects they can contribute to with these funds. They discussed purchasing chemicals for the county weed department. Kent Bastian has a project with the ditch on his property that needs maintenance and new headgates. Kent will discuss with the other landowners affected and they’ll come up with a proposal. Rodger Ames motioned to approve Kent’s ditch project at 80% of the project cost, up to $10,000. Dave Evans second, motion passed.

Zone Program
The supervisors felt the zone meeting was very helpful, and helped everyone see what conservation districts are capable of and gave better ideas of what we can be doing. Darrell Gillman suggested if they make these meetings semiannual, that they be moved to coordinate with the beginning of appointment cycles to help train new supervisors, instead of at the end of appointment cycles.

Tree Program Update
We are receiving tree orders for this year’s tree program. They are coming in a little slower than usual. We have asked USU extension to help spread the word, and they agreed to add it to their fliers. The supervisors suggested taking fliers to the stores and post office. The trees should come around April 22, we will break bundles and sort them on Thursday, April 25, and tree pick up day is Friday, April 26.

District Supervisor Appointment
Kent Bastian has reached the end of his appointment. Josh Hunter was interested in being considered for a supervisor, but later decided he would not have the time. Bryce Olsen said he would be willing. The supervisors also discussed talking to Drake Dart or Todd Thacker. The supervisor needs to be at least 18, live in the county, have an understanding of conservation techniques, and be familiar with the organization and responsibilities of a CD.

Tours Workshop 2024?
Cody Wilkins is putting on the Ag Expo in Vernal, the district would like to reach out to him and see how we can get involved. The Department of Ag would like to do a booth and talk about their different programs that are available. 

Future Projects
Dave Evans discussed doing a soil health program and purchase cover crop seed for landowners to use and report on how it went. The CD could do a workshop or tour to inform landowners on the program. Jeremy Maycock mentioned we could do a soil health SFP, and match our funds with NRCS for projects. Drake Dart, Steve Hanberg, or Dallin Christensen would be options in where we could go tour. Another option would be to gather photos of projects and put in a PowerPoint to show at a workshop and talk about funding available for projects. This could be done sometime in August or September. 

PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time.

GIP
Nothing at this time.

NRCS
Jeremy Maycock followed up from the local workgroup meeting, and brought the top 5 resource concerns that were discussed. Invasive weeds are a top priority. The supervisors talked about focusing on one area at a time. In the Zone meeting they discussed focusing on the weeds along the Duchesne River. 

USU EXTENSION
Katelyn Barsnick will be leaving USU extension, her last day is Friday. She and her husband are moving to Texas.
USU extension is hosting a High Tunnel workshop on April 27. It is $30 and includes lunch.


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting, and Tree Sorting Day- April 25, 2024
Tree Pick-up day- April 26, 2024

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Dave Evans made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 P.M.
