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Lloyd Marchant, Conservation District Chair 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisors 
Brenda Bushell (Treasurer)
Chris Ure (Vice Chair) 
Jason Averett (Supervisor) 
Melissa Atkinson (Supervisor) 

Conservation District Staff:
Katy Staley, District Clerk 

Conservation Partners Representatives:
Kenny Oswald, NRCS -Absent
Elizabeth Cohen, USU Extension Agent
Hailey Davis, USU 4H 
Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Parker Wayment (Resource Coordinator)  
Emily Bishop (Watershed Coordinator) 
Jace Atkinson (Planner) 
Rachel Winder (Provo Watershed) – Via Phone


SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION
1. Brenda made a motion to approve the meeting minutes for February 7, 2024 and February 28, 2024 as written. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
2. Brenda made a motion to move forward with the cattle collar project with the rancher being responsible for the maintenance and movement of the towers. Melissa seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Jason abstained.
3. Chris made a motion to approve the purchase of two trailers to hold and move the towers. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
4. Jason made a motion to approve the Conservation District to pay for lunch for Farm Field Days for South Summit. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
5. Brenda made a motion to pay half of each of the invoices for the no till drills. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. 
6. Jason made a motion to pay Lloyd and Nashawn Atkinson each $1800 for mileage, equipment, and labor for picking up the no till drills. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Melissa abstained.
7. Melissa made a motion to put the red no till drill out for bid for $20,000 with a minimum bid of $15,000. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
8. Jason made a motion to approve using $2500 for soil sampling at up to $100 per applicant to be reimbursed. Receipts and the soil analysis form must be turned into Lloyd by June 1st. Melissa seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
9. Melissa made a motion to approve cover crop reimbursement up to $500 per person, with a limit of $10,000 total reimbursement. Reimbursement is at the Board’s discretion and cover crops must include at least four species and not be used to replant fields. Receipts and a bag tag are required. All reimbursement requests are due by November 1, 2024.
10. Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for Chris and Lloyd for two hours for attending the meeting about the Pine Valley project on March 22nd. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
11. Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for Lloyd for two hours and mileage for work with the cow collars on march 26th. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
12. Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for all Board Members for two hours for the contractor selection meeting on March 7th. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
13. Melissa made a motion to adjourn. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Meeting ended at 8:50pm.

April Board Meeting began at 6:00pm.

Minutes Approval:
Brenda made a motion to approve the meeting minutes for February 7, 2024 and February 28, 2024 as written. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

Resource Coordinator Update, Parker Wayment:
Lloyd shared that there was a meeting held at the FSA Office about the cattle collar project. The discussion included that the Conservation District would own the towers. Parker shared more information about the project. The cattle will be used for more intensive grazing on invasive weeds like phragmites. Quotes for the equipment were shared. The grant is for $142,000, and the quotes come in under cost. Chris stated that he does not think it is good for the Conservation District to own the towers. The Board needs to be protected from any liability and should not be responsible for the movement and upkeep of the towers. Jace stated that it is reasonable to have a joint effort with the Conservation District, the users, and UDAF for this project. Brenda suggested that the extra funds from the grant could be used for insurance. The towers could be leased after the project timeframe. The collars are being leased from Vence. The users should be covered for liability under their ranch insurance.
Brenda made a motion to move forward with the cattle collar project with the rancher being responsible for the maintenance and movement of the towers. Melissa seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Jason abstained.
Chris made a motion to approve the purchase of two trailers to hold and move the towers. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Parker reminded the Board that the Nomination Form and the Commitment to Serve papers need to be turned in by April 8th.

Watershed Coordinator Update, Emily Bishop:
Emily asked if the Board still wanted to pay for nitrogen samples and water sampling. The Board answered in the affirmative. Billing will be set up to go to the Conservation District.
Jace and Emily will do testing this week and next. Testing is only being done for e coli this summer, with any hits being tested for nitrogen.
Lloyd shared that Utah State conducted interviews this month for a water study and it seems like water problems are being blamed on agriculture. Elizabeth stated that the study is being conducted to get farmer’s stories to show that the water problems are not due to agriculture.
Emily shared that salinity testing is being done at Richardson Flat and at Rockport where Brown’s Canyon runs into the reservoir.
Rachel shared by phone an update on the Pine Valley project. The next step is to inform of the awarded contract. The first draft of the contract from the company will be reviewed on Friday and will be submitted to the Conservation District to be finalized. There was a meeting held with Washington/South Kamas to make sure that the Conservation Districts and DWQ (Division of Water Quality) are on the same page. Bowen and Collins has the best stakeholder outreach plan. DWQ is concerned with having a wider perspective for the practices moving downstream. Chris stated that the project will need to continue for years and move downstream.
 
USU Extension Update, Elizabeth Cohen:
Hailey shared that Farm Field Days will be held May 22nd, with both schools (North Summit and South Summit) attending the same day. The event will be held at the Ledges in Coalville with the same presenters as last year.
Jason made a motion to approve the Conservation District to pay for lunch for Farm Field Days for South Summit. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

District Business:
The Scholarship discussion will be on next month’s agenda.
Jace shared that there is more to be done with the Utah Lake grant.
Brenda will send the checks for the no till drills tomorrow (half payment for each).
Brenda made a motion to pay half of each of the invoices for the no till drills. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. 
Jason made a motion to pay Lloyd and Nashawn Atkinson each $1800 for mileage, equipment, and labor for picking up the no till drills. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Melissa abstained.
Melissa made a motion to put the red no till drill out for bid for $20,000 with a minimum bid of $15,000. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
There was discussion about using no till funds for soil sample reimbursement and cover crop reimbursement. There is a printout with soil analysis information and costs.
Jason made a motion to approve using $2500 for soil sampling at up to $100 per applicant to be reimbursed. Receipts and the soil analysis form must be turned into Lloyd by June 1st. Melissa seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Melissa made a motion to approve cover crop reimbursement up to $500 per person, with a limit of $10,000 total reimbursement. Reimbursement is at the Board’s discretion and cover crops must include at least four species and not be used to replant fields. Receipts and a bag tag are required. All reimbursement requests are due by November 1, 2024.
The Budget Hearing will be held in June.
There will be a dinner to honor Chris as an outgoing Board Member, with the date to be discussed at a later time.
Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for Chris and Lloyd for two hours for attending the meeting about the Pine Valley project on March 22nd. Jason seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for Lloyd for two hours and mileage for work with the cow collars on march 26th. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.
Melissa made a motion to approve SERA for all Board Members for two hours for the contractor selection meeting on March 7th. Chris seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Melissa made a motion to adjourn. Brenda seconded the motion. All were in favor, motion approved. Meeting ended at 8:50pm.
