
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday April 11, 2024, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
ATTENDING:  Leon McElprang, Justus Jorgensen, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Josiah Maughn, Laurel Nielsen, Leland Sasser, Tara Payne, Ryan Jones, Shelley Barton, Jessica Mortenson.
Motion for approval of the agenda and the minutes made by Roger Barton and seconded by Justus Jorgensen – Approved

Conservation Business

Ferron Creek CRMP:  The plan has been reviewed in the office, so Roger will go through it and have a committee meeting.
Equipment Rental Agreements and Rates – Ryan said that the other districts are raising the rates for their rental equipment. It was recommended that our drills be raised to $50/day and keep the $5/acre.  We will leave the other pieces as is.

Motion to raise the rental rate for the drills to $50/day and $5/acre.  We will leave the other pieces of equipment at the current rates.  Motion made by Roger Barton and seconded by Justus Jorgensen - Approved
Zone Meeting Training – Ray Ledgerwood gave some training and information on districts.  Ray had districts choose a project and make a plan to accomplish it.  It was a good training.
UACD & SRCD Scholarships – The Zone scholarship will be $1000 this year.  The supervisors were encouraged to let any students going into agriculture or STEM fields know about the application. 

ARDL Loan Application Approvals – There were two ARDL loans for approval:  Daniel and Riata Cummings and Tate Weber were approved by text previously, but were ratified.

Motion to approve the ARDL loans for Daniel and Riata Cummings and Tate Weber was made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved
Finances:  Financial statements were distributed, and the following bills were approved for payment:

Farm Bureau Insurance (Annual Dues)



$    72.00


Truax (new #3 drill)






52,817.76


State of Utah (Entity Registration)




       25.00


Ryan Jones (Items for Erosion trailer)



       43.41


Total






          $52,958.17


The district reimbursement form for FY2024 was prepared and Leon signed it.


Shelley reported that she had submitted her time for the FY2024 Qrt 3, $700.

Motion to approve the payment of the bills and submission of Shelley’s time made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

Employee Report – Jessica has been working on contracts.  She said the VIP program will be 5 years out because of lack of funds.  
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:
a. GRCD Soil Health Field Day April 16th 10-12 Green River

b. PRWCD Soil Health Field Day April 16th 4-6pm Miller Creek
c. The staff will be taking the Erosion trailer to the Forest Service Conservation Day.

d. A Soil Health Field Day can arranged here if supervisors want to have one.

UDAF/ UACD Zone 7 Business:  UDAF – Ryan said the supervisors’ appointments will take place in the next month.  The names have been submitted and appointments will be made.
NRCS Business:  Josiah didn’t have any contracts today.  He reported on the office personnel and said it is about the same.  
FSA Business:  Tara said there are no programs presently.  There are no disasters, so no government money.  She recommended keeping track of water hauling in case a drought develops.
Other Supervisor Business:  Roger asked if the district would like to support a water development project.  Dusty said a meeting with BLM would be a first step.  Maps would need to be reviewed.  Josiah suggested having Jessica meet with cattlemen and get gps points for possible drilling sites.  Leon suggested choosing an area and researching the possibilities.  Nate Roberts is a good contact. Jason Carlisle could be invited to a meeting.  NRCS may have some funds and assistance. 
Inviting GIP and the BLM to a district meeting to introduce them to the possibilities was discussed.

Motion made by Roger to include water development on the San Rafael as a possible project made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington - Approved  

Ryan asked about selling the seed cleaner.  There are a couple of people interested.  We would need to do a bid process for the sale.   Jessica will check on a new one and have the old one appraised.
SERA forms were signed.

Motion to adjourn made by Roger Barton at 12:15 p.m.

Next Meeting- May 9th, 2024 10:30am
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

