


Minutes of the meeting of the Taylor West Weber Parks district held on Wednesday, May 2, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at 3151 s 4700 w Ogden, Utah.

Board Members Present: Lance Peterson, Shae Bitton, Katie Toone, Kathy Vernieuw, Braden Felix, Bryan Baron (legal)
Others Present: Rob Vanderwood, West Haven City Mayor, Shawn Warnke, West Haven City Mayor, Olivia Favero
1. Welcome

2. Approve minutes from April- Kathy motions to approve minutes, Lance seconds, vote is approved. 

3. Public Comment- No public comment

4. Mike Ackley- Mike did not come tonight.

5. Conversation with Mayor Vanderwood- Mayor Vanderwood explained that they are the fastest growing city in the county, and because of this they are expanding their infrastructure as quickly as possible. They have an annexation declaration set out with the county. West Haven has been expanding roads and stuff, they are concerned when they see a lot of growth in our area and they aren’t expanding roads and making changes to the infrastructure that would be necessary. Weber County has been approving lots like crazy. He brought up Navey Medows, and the 5 acre park and the trail type park that we have been negotiating for. As they are being approved, it creates an issue at times when they put too many residents in the area. West Haven has lots (13) parks right now with plans for more trails and parks. A potential 11 million dollar park over in Windsor Farms. They don’t have a lot of West Haven residents who also live in the Taylor/West Weber parks district. 6.8%, which would be just over $6,800 in yearly taxed revenue. Their ask is that since West Haven City is already putting in the parks, that we de-annex the residents from our park district. 

Mayor Vanderwood argues that it is a double tax because there is a property tax through Weber County that they pay. As of about 4 years ago, they have reduced the tax rate to the East and increased the tax rate to the West. He is here to talk to us because there are different ways to do a de-annexation or boundary adjustment. The complaint is that right now the citizens don’t have access to anything in our area. 

Shae argues that we need the revenue, and taking people out of our tax bracket will only make our revenue smaller and smaller. 

Staker Farms is one of the biggest issues because houses are expensive, so the $80 or whatever it would cost for the taxes, would be a big deal to them. Mayor Vanderwood argues with the growth happening right now and the developers giving us money so maybe we don’t need that revenue anyway. 

Mayor Vanderwood says that we can coexist, but that we and the county have an idea that West Haven has a plan to take us all over, and Mayor Vanderwood says that is not the case. He brought up that Navey Medows doesn’t need a park there, because the residents can use the park at Staker Farms. Lance argues that the developments are too far away, people can’t walk from one to another with kids to go play at the park. 

Lance asks that Mayor Vanderwood wait a year or two to let us build out our park and see how our park turns out and then we can see and go from there. Mayor Vanderwood said that Weber County is approving a lot in Weber County, and that is where we will be making up the revenue. 

Shawn explains that the county is developing property, so they become responsible for providing municipal services. Then they create districts to provide those services. When residents annex to West Haven, there becomes an overlap of municipal services. They would like for our boundaries to reflect that overlap and get rid of the overlap. They are asking us to consider that issue going forward and redo the boundaries. 
Code 17b-1-503 paragraph 1 has the state code for boundaries. 
We left with the understanding that we (the park district) will talk and we can revisit.

6. Reporting of Sub-Committee
    a. activities- Olivia Favero is going to have the newly crowned Miss Rodeo Ogden queen come to our Tractor Days on June 1st. We are going to serve breakfast sandwiches. Kathy thinks that we can get the milk and cheese donated through the dairy foundation. Lance would like to have a nice display board this year, like you would see at a convention. We could buy one and then we would have it to take to all of our events. The parade starts at 8:30. Roger is trying to get the Boy Scouts to do the opening ceremonies. Shae will ask Elizabeth Brown if she would like to bring a reindeer or two, and Lance is going to ask around to see if he can get anyone to bring some other animals. The Grand Marshalls are going to be Jerry Hancock from West Weber and the Barretts from Taylor. We could also have an auction. Michelle Musgrave and Melissa Talbot will be singing the national anthem, there will be a tractor and car show as well. Kathy and her food crew will be there at 6 to start putting the food together. There will be a bounce house and hopefully a candy cannon. 

Barn Raising- invite the county commissioners and the board members from RAMP. We could get a shovel and spray paint it gold, and then get a hard hat made with our logo on it. 

    b. outreach- nothing to report.
    c. fundraising- nothing to report
    d. acquisition- Heritage Development (Taylor Landing) called Lance and the county is still pushing them to do more, and they are getting so much push back from the residents, so the developers want to pull out. They had 40 acres, and the county told them that if they built a road through, and gave us some ground for our park, they could build 70 more homes. The county said that the land they were giving us wasn’t worth enough money, so the county was telling them to do more. That made the developers decide that they will just let the 40 acres sit and will not do anything with it. The county has the final say on rezones. 

We will also no longer have a park north of Taylor Landing at Winston Park either, where we were going to have a 4.something acre park there. They are also pulling out because the county was pushing them too much. 

7. Treasurer's Report- Lance doesn’t have a contract signed from the County yet. We have about $600,000 in the bank, plus the RAMP grant (which is a reimbursement) for about $222,000. 

8. Award Parking Lot Bid- The low bid company was 3XL, Lance called their references and they 1had good things to say about them. We will use Jones as our general contractors, and they will set the schedules that 3XL will need to follow. The estimated completion is set for the end of October. 
Braden moves to issue the notice of award the bid to 3XL and authorize Lance to sign all necessary paperwork relating to that. Kathy seconds, the vote is unanimous. 

9. Open and Public Meetings Training by Shawn (filling in for Brandan)- 1. The statute requires that any item that we talk about in our meeting needs to be clear. The agenda needs to show more clearly what we are going to talk about. 2. There is a provision that allows electronic communication between board members. Meaning that we can email and text each other. They are subject to GRAMMA request. 

10. Social Media Policy- Lance has an idea to have Olivia post our activities on social media for us. When we have an activity, Brindy can design the flyer and Olivia can post for us. If we had a facebook and Instagram, we can post updates of the pavilion that we are going to build. We need a press release to announce that we received a RAMP grant. We could have a celebration where we can show what our pavilion will look like, and celebrate that with the community. Information will go to Katie, and she will pass it along to Olivia to post it. 

Terms and conditions could be used, from the county Social Media Policy. We are going to have Brandan cut out the parts we wont need, and then we can vote on it.

11. Legal Counsel – This could also be changed to say something like “comments from legal” to show what the agenda item is for.

12. Board Member Concerns- Braden clarified that we typically have our meetings on the first Wednesday of each month. We also talked about getting a map with all of the up and coming developments so that we can see where they all are and will be able to keep them straight. 

13. Adjourn- Lance motions to adjourn. Braden seconds. Vote is unanimous. 


Next meeting- change outreach to “social media”
-take fundraising off the agenda
-



