BEAVER FIRE DISTRICT #1
BOARD MINUTES
March 18, 2023


Meeting Time: 7:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Chairperson Jack Erwig, Fire District Representative Larry Weaver, City Council Member Owen Spencer, EMT Representatives Leslie White and Walt Kerksiek, Citizen at Large Paul Elieson, EMS Director Jennifer McIlnay, Fire District Secretary Anona Yardley, Fire Chief George Humphreys, and County Attorney Von Christiansen. Beaver County Commissioner Wade Hollingshead was excused. Lonnie Laws was also present. 
 
Welcome and Opening: Chairperson Erwig welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minutes Reviewed:  Board members reviewed the minutes of December 18, 2023 that had previously been sent to them. There being no recommended changes to the minutes, Board Member Spencer motioned to accept the minutes as presented. Board Member Weaver seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  

Fire Department Financial Review December 2023, January and February, 2024:
Board Members reviewed the bills for the fire department. Board Member Weaver motioned, and Board Member Elieson seconded to approve the fire department bills and financial statements as presented.
Ambulance Service Financial Review for December, 2023, January and February, 2024:
Board Members were given the February, 2024 financial statements at this time. All months were reviewed by the board. Board Member Weaver motioned, and Board Member White seconded to approve the bills as presented.  All voted in favor. None opposed. 

Conflict of Interest Statements: No conflicts were noted for this meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS
Matching Grant for Chipper Progress 
Fire Chief Humphreys informed the board that there has been no notification on the Forest Service Grant for the request for funding the chipper. This is a multi-governmental grant. There is a way to use this chipper on the forest and for personal property on the mountain. It could be a very useful piece of equipment for the community.

Ambulance Director access to financial institutions and bank cards follow-up 
Director McIlnay has been approved to sign any checks that may need to be signed. There is a signature page for all the people who will be signing checks. Bonding is not required because the Fire District has an insurance policy that covers fraud and crimes committed by employees. 

Filling Fire Board Expired  Positions  
Chairperson Jack Erwig and Ambulance Representative Walt Kerksiek’s positions were finished in January, 2024. Chairperson Jack Erwig was reinstated on the fire board as the representative for the Fire Department. Lonnie Laws was selected for the ambulance service to replace Walt Kerksiek as an ambulance representative on the board. Board Members thanked Walt for his more than 10 years of service to the public on the Fire District Board as an Ambulance Service Representative. 

NEW BUSINESS
Review of Ambulance Bylaws
Attorney Christiansen has not had time to complete the corrections that are needed for the Fire Board bylaws. This item will be placed on the next board meeting agenda. The fire and ambulance departments will review the current policy and procedures and bylaws before the next meeting and get those corrections to Attorney Christiansen. The recommended procedures will be presented to the board in May, 2024.

Federal Excess Equipment Agreement Update 
For ten years the fire district has been trying to get the State of Utah to take its surplus equipment. Most of it is stored in the back of the EMS Property. This equipment will go to the Surplus Equipment sale in Salt Lake. If the board approves the agreement that has been presented, Chairman Erwig will sign the agreement and the equipment will go on the state surplus auction. Those who buy them, will have to pick up the equipment in Beaver. Equipment will not actually leave here until it is purchased. Fire Chief Humphreys asked that the board approve the agreement.  Board Member Laws motioned, and Board Member Weaver seconded to accept the agreement to allow the excess equipment be auctioned by the State of Utah and have Chairman Erwig sign the agreement. All voted in favor. None opposed.  

Audit Agreement 
The Financial Certificate that will be posted on the State Auditor’s website and the Letter of Compliance were reviewed by the board. Fire Chief Humphreys explained that there were no findings in the audit and that Larson, CPA’s has finished the audit. 

Fire Chief’s Report – George Humphreys
Annual Fit Testing – This testing is done every year. A new Respiratory Plan is being considered. 
The existing respiratory equipment will expire at the end of 2024.  The Self-Contained Breathing Apparatuses are also being considered for an upgrade. The current equipment will be out of compliance soon. The grant that is being sought is to purchase more respiratory equipment. It may need to have the board’s approval to buy enough apparatus to at least equip one truck. Seven could be purchased to equip one truck and purchase the others with the grant in another year.  Grant notifications should be received by July or August. 
Lacking a training Officer – Evan Allred has been asked to fill the position of Training Officer. There will be a training schedule for the next three months. The Fire One Class are the basic skills for fire fighters to have. 
Fire Department By Laws – The current Fire Department Bylaws will be reviewed in the April Fire Department Meeting. As the future of the department is considered, there may be a need for a paid position within the department. 
Anticipating a wildfire season – Fire Chief Humphreys has talked to the Beaver County Sherriff and have confirmed that they will help with a repeat reenactment of the fire at the Reservoir. 
OSHA Bill for physical fitness of volunteers - OSHA has changed their physical fitness requirements for volunteers with EMS departments. The Search and Rescue volunteers could be greatly affected by this change. 
Ambulance Director’s Report
Flag Pole – The American Flag is lower than the state and EMS flags. This needs to be remedied. There is a question of how this should be done because the aluminum pole is in a concrete foundation. There needs to be a taller pole to replace the other one without damaging the wall. This project will be reviewed, and recommendations made at future board meetings.  
EMT class participants – The EMT Class is at its half-way point. There is much potential in the participants to pass the National Standard Competency Test. There are some problems with the participants taking the course and passing the test.  The rural districts are working to get the competency rate increased instead of being so difficult. 
EMS Recognitions - Two high school girls will be receiving Red Cross national awards for saving a life. 

Open Meeting Act Training - County Attorney Von Christiansen 
The training will be postponed to the next board meeting in May. 

 The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.




______________________________________		___________________________________	
Jack Erwig, Chairperson					Anona S. Yardley, Secretary

